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T O 



WILLIAM DRAPER, 

Of ADGCOMB, 

IN THE 

G)unty of Surrey, E^; 



SIR, 

WI T H*your permiflSon, 
I do myfelf the ho- 
nour to dedicate the following 
Letters to You j and fince I 
am forbid to fay any more, I 
A 2 muft 
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DEDICATION. 

muft be content to acknow- 
ledge wkh all gratitude and 
refped^ to a moft kind bene- 
fa^or, a puerhia^ how much 
I am. 



S I R, 



Your moft obliged and 



moft humble fervanf^. 



TT.J. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



• - • [ I ] ' - 

•I • «* I ^ •• >' "c V 

Jsc: : : ■■■■:..: 

'• • ^ .... ^^ 

X' E T T E R xr. ; 

T T H B- 

Rev. the J E S U IT S, 



I 



:. I^aris, Aug. 1 8, i6sik 

Rev. Fathers^ 

HAVE fccn the Icttets you diftribute a* 
.^1x>at^ againfl thofe I wfote to a friend of 
mine on the fubje<5l of* yoUr morality, where 
one of the principal points of your defence is^ 
that I do not treat youf maxims with a be- 
coming gravity. This is what you repeat in 
all your writings, and carry it (o far as to fay, 
'* that 1 turn things facred into ridicule." 
^^ This reproach, Fathers, is very furprifing, 
and very xmjuft. For where do you fijhd that 
Vol. Ih B I turtt 
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d LETTER XL 

I turn things facred into ridicule ? You men- 
"(ion in particular '^ the contract mohatk^;^ 
*• andtheftoryof John d'Alba/' Batarp 
thofe what you call holy things? Do you 
think MOHATRA is ofthat venerable nature^ 
that it would be blafphemy to fpeak of it 
without refpeA ? And, are father Bauny's 
ledures upon thieving, which perfuaded Johtw 
d'Alba to put them in pradtice againft yourj- 
felves, of that facred nature that thofe whp 
laugh at them mufl be treated as impious f 

What, Fathers, muft the mere chiroeca« 
of your authors pafs for articles of &ith.? 
Cannot I ridicule fonie paffages of £ scobar^ 
or the unchriftian and fantaflic decifions of 
fbme of your authors, without being charg- 
ed with mocking religion ? Is it poflible that 
you can have the afTurance to rppeat fuch ab- 
furdities fo often as you do ? Are you not 
afraid (whilft you blame me for laughing, at 
yout extravagant errors) of giving me freih 
occafion to defpife your reproach, and retojrt 
it upon yourfelves, by demonftrating that I 
have ridiculed nothing in your writings but 
what was in itfclf ridiculous j and fo, by 
laughing at your morals, I have been as far 
from laughing at things facred, as the doc- 
trine of your cafuifts is from th« doftrinc of 
i^c holy Gofpd? Thcrt 
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t" E T T E R I^L ^ 

''Inhere is a great dSfferencc undout>tedly^ 
fetbers, between kughing at religion, and 
laughing at tliofe who profane it by theit? 
fcttravagant opinions. And as- it Would be 
fmpiotis to be wanting in refpeft td truths 
>cniafed by the Spirit of God, fo it would 
^ impious not to ilicw contempt for thofcJ 
fidfities which the fpirit* of man has raifed 
m* q>pofit]on to thrax For flncc your o* 
blige me, Fathers, to enter upon this fubjeft^ 
I beg of you to refledi, that as the Chriftiaa 
verities demand our love and refpcdt, fo their 
dppofite errors alV for our hatred and con- , 
tempt* For, as you will find two things re* 
inarkable in the truths of our religion^ viss. 
A divine beauty which makes them amiable^ 
and a facrcd majefty which makes them ve- 
herable 5 fo you will find two things remark* 
able in falfities, wz. impiety which ren- 
ders them horrible, and impertirtence which 
renders them ridiculous. For which reafon, 
•as the Saints have always had for truth 
thefe two fentiments of love and fear, and 
^ttteir wifdora is contained between fear th«t 
Iftiilciple, and love the end i fo have they 
forfalfhood the two fentiments of hatred 
and contempt, and their zeal has been e« 
qually employed to oppofe with vigour the 
^ B a malice 
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malice of the wicked, and confound with 
a fneer their ludicrous deviations, and thdt 
fooleries. 

Do not pretend therefore. Fathers, to 
make the world believe that it is unbecom^ 
inga Chriftian to turnfalflioods into ridicule^ 
becaufe it is eafy to convince thofe that do not 
know it, that this pradice is juft,veryconimori 
with theFathers of the Church, audiorifed by 
Scripture, by the example of the greateft Saints,' 
and what is more by God himfelf. For do 
not we read that God both hates iinners^ and 
defpiies them at the fame time, and to fuch 
a degree, that in the very hour of death, 
when their condition is moft miferable and 
moft deplorable, the divine Wifdom will join 
mockery and laughter to his wrath and vcn* 
geance, which {hall condemn them to eternal 
tortures ? *' /» inter it u vejiro ridebo et fub^ 
'' fannahr 

And the Saints aiding by the fame fpirit 
will do fo too, for according to the royal 
Pfalmift, when they fhall fee the punifhment 
of the wicked man, " The righteous alfo 
^' fhall fee, and fear, and fhall laugh at him: 
« Videbunt jujli et timebunt^ etfuper eim rir 
** debunty The fame fays Job : ** Inmcem 
** fubfannabit eos ': the righteous man fhall 
**' laugh th«m to fcorn/' But 
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fT.JSut what is very remarkable oa this fpl^ 
jC^ 1^ thq firft words that God fpake to 
man after the fail, (If we believe the y^r 
4^ers) were terms of deriiipn, and a poinant 
Iffij^y^ For after Ad AM had difobeyedthe pre- 
cept from the hope that the devil had given 
)fim i;hat he ihould be as God, it is plain 
fiom Scripture that the Almighty, to pun- 
ifli him, iubjei^ed him unto death ; and af- 
ter hi had reduced him to this miferable cour 
4itipn due to his trangreflion, he laughed at 
Jbipa by thefe vTords of derifion : " Behold 
.^^^, man is become as one of us : *Ecce Adah, 
.f*j,gl^ ut^m ex nobis** Which, according to 
St. .C H R Y s o s T o M and the interpreters, 
^^\ was a cutting and fenfible irony, whereby 
.'V.God (harply rebuked him/' **Adam, 
jf^ys RuPBRT, " dcfcrved to be laughed at 
V by this irony, and was made much more 
'* fenfible of his folly by this galling ironical 
** expreffion, than he would have been by 
/* a more ferious one/* And Hugh of St. 
Victor, who fays-the fame thing, adds, 
;** That this irony was due to his fotti(h cre- 
f^ ilulity, and that fuch kind of mocking is 
.;** .but juftice, when employed upon fuch a& 
..♦^ richly deJTerve it/' 

I\ " B3. ' • Yoa 
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You fee then, Fathers, that ridicule it 

Ibmetimes the properefl: way to reclaim men 

frcxn their devious wandrings ; and then be^ 

i^mes an ad of jufticc, becaufe, ts the pro« 

l^hct Jeremiah fays, " The works of thofe 

*^* that go aftray are worthy of laughter^ be^ 

'^f caufc they arc vanity ; Fanafunt^ et rijk 

^ digna!^ And it is fo far from being an 

impiety to laugh at finners, that (according 

to St. August im) it is rather an efFefb df 

divine wisdom, ^* The wife mock at footsf^ 

^* becanfe they are wife, though their wii- 

^^ dom is |iot their own, but that divine 

^^ wiidom which will laugh at the defttucV 

^* tionof the wicked/' ' ' 

The prophets in like manner^ fiiled with 

the fpirkofGoD, make ufe of the fai!ne fortof 

ridicule, as we fee by the examples of Da« 

^lEL and Elias t nay we findex^mpWs of 

' (his in the difcourfes of Jesus Chkist hinti^ 

felf; for 8t. AupusTiN takes notice, that 

•our Saviour wa^ pleafed to humble N i c o-r 

BEMUS, whp thought himfelf a very able 

lawyer, ** Christ perceiving him to fcle 

^^ puffed up with pride, from his quality 

*^^ of doQor of. the Jews,'' both tried and 

aftpfiifhed bis prefumption by the profound-? 

pefs gf his <|ueftions^ and haying r9duco4 

bim 
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hm: ft noivlus ; '' What, faid he, art 
f^ them a otalgia lira^i aod kxKmeft ncf 
'' thafe thiQg^ ?" Which is as if he had ikxd. 
Proud ruler ! ackaowledge thiqe own igoor 
faftce. And both St. Chrysostom and St. 
Cyril dedare that Nicodemus defehr*- 
ed to be fo derided. 

You fee then. Fathers, that if a fet of fHUh- 
||e in our own times, fettingthcmfelves up for 
bleachers to Chriftions, as Nicobbmus and 
j^e Pharifee&. did to the Jews, (hould be 
igoorant of the principles of religion, and* 
AteTntaio for inftance, *' That men may .be 
-V.-ikved without ever having loved Goo in 
^^ their whole lives, we ihould only follow 
/•^ -the example of Jesus Ch r i s t in the 
i^f ' i^me cafe, by mocking their vanity and 
/? .:decidiQg their ignorance/' 
.. 1 pQKimde myfelf> Fathers, that thefe ho* 
^.^9am^^ are fufficient to convince you, 
;l^t my laughing at men's errors and extpa- 
'Vagan^j^s is not contrary to the behaviour of 
:lbe $ai»ts s ^nd: that to blame my conduA in 
^his reined, is to blame that of thegreateft 
vdcMftors qf the Church, who have done the 
i^fffiti :»$ Sc, Jerom, in his epiiUes and 
-writings ag^inft Jovi^ian, VioilantiuI| 
luA the Pelagians ; Teatulljan in. hia 
84 ApologctiQ 
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$ L E T T E R XL 

Apologetic agaioft the folly of idoktry i ^« 
AvavsTis againft the Monks of Afcka, ' 
whom in deriiion he caUs the hairy : Su ^ 
iRENiBus againft the Gnoftics; St. Bsr*-' 
M ARD and the otlier Fathers of the Church, 
-who^ liaving been imitators of the ApofBes^^ 
ought to be imitated themfelves by the &ith<- ' 
ful in all generations henceforth and for ever; 
for THEY are the only Fathers, let yours fiiy 
what they will, whom, Chridians of ^ 
prefent time, ought to take for their true and 
perfed models^ 

I cannot therefore condemn myfelf ^jfiv^ 
having followed them. And having, at I 
think, fufficiently proved my point, I fhall 
offer you no more on this fub^edt, but thefir 
•cvcellent words of Tertuliiah, which* 
will juftify my whole proceeding x ^ What 
•i< I have hitherto done is but a prebde to 
the real war, I have rather (hewn fr6m 
whence you may receive wounds, thaa 
given any myfelf. If there be any pai^. 
£iges that excite derifion, it is becai^fi^ the 
fubje^s themfelves naturally lead to it;' 
Th^re are many things that deferveto be 
ridiculed and treated in this mirthful and 
'^ ludicrous manner, for fear of giving them; 
« aBftir pf importatt<» by a fcrious r^y; 

y Nothing 
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*NatlfiBg isiixtoro doe b.vaai^ than Uugh- 
tOT) and k is the property of ttiith ta 
laugh, becaufi (he is gay $ and to fport 
^th her enemies, becaufe (he is iiue of' 
concjiieft. It is trae we oaght to take care 
*^ ^t the jeft be not low and miibeooming 
^^ die truth : bat die when we tian make 
'^ ofe of it with ' delicacy and addreffii, it is 
". our DUTY to do it." Do not you find 
ibk psilage. Fathers, very apropos to our 
cafe? *^ The letters which I have written 
•* hitherto are only preludes to the war." I 
have done nothing yet but flourifh, ^^ and ra- 
M ther ihewn you where you may receive 
'^ .wounds, than given any myfelf." I have 
<|doCcd pur parages fimply as they are^ 
without . any reflection, hardly of my own. 
^^ So that if any one is povoked to laugh at 
^' :tfacm, it is beCaufe the fubjedts naturally 
^' kid'him to it." For what is more likely 
to provoke laughter, than to fee a thing, fo 
ferious as Chriftian morality, ^\td with the 
faudieique images of your oafuiftical Fa- 
therr? 

Ijhe world has entertained fuch great ex- 
peAation from thoCe maxims, which v^ere 
ittid •* to be revealed by Jesus Christ 
•^-bimfelf tp the Fathers of your fodcty,'' 
.• that 
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,Q LET TE R XI. 

that vfhui it^d^^ ^' That »,prieftAif^h(>4)aft 
r ' received mooey from ont |>efifon to iaj 
f^ mai^^ n3iay hefide$ take money c^ othen 
f ' by yieldi&g theni up all his (bare ia the ik^ 
'' crifice. That 4 Qioak is not ^oommuoiY 
^' cated for leaving off his habit^ when he 
^' do^ ft only for a daociog m^tch^ for the 
*' &ke of pilfering, or to frequent .di^«* 
derly houfes incognito : and that the 4Qty 
of hearing ma& is accomplUhedby hearing 
the foQj: parts from fimr di^c^t priefb ^ 
*' the fame time." WJjcn, I fay, the^woiU 
hears fueh decifions, and many more of.tht 
iame nature, it is impoflible not to be feized 
with. a furprifing fit of laughter ; for oot|iing 
jurodttces that efied: fboner than a fuipiifing 
difproportion betweep what we expe^, and 
what we behold, , * 

. How was it poiTible to treat moft of the fubk 
jcds otherwife, fince, as Tertuilian hp^ 
*^ to treat them ferioufly^ would be tocoun- 
** tenance them ?" What, muft we cmplc^ the 
authority of Scripture and tradition to prove, 
that to ftab an enemy behind his back afld ifi 
ambuih is a treacherous murder ? Or»:th)at 
giving money, a&i^ motive to refign a benefice, 
]s fimony ? What are, if thefe are. not thit^s 
defpicable- \a their own nature, '* and ^^r^ 

y mockery 
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<^fiiockery tndilerifion }"* Id (hort, what thk 
«Ui author fays, *' That nothbg is more due 
*^ to- vanity than htughter/' with what fol- 
lowB) 18 fo jttitiy applicabk^ and fo ftrongly 
tam^n^g in die prdcnt cafe, diat it is im- 
fic^ffible to hefitate a moment, whether we 
»ay laugh at mem IbUiea without breadi of 
^gMd manners. 

And gi^e me leave to tdl you, Fathera, 
I may laugh at you without breach of 
<ii£^my, though that is one of the things 
Whidi you reproach ipe with. For " cha- 
'^^ rity oblig^ us Ibmetimes to ridicule the 
"^^ faults of mra, that thereby they may be 
.f^^'^KMight to laugh at them themfelves, and* 
-^f lbrfakethem:''asStAuousTiN teaches in 
diele words, ** Hac tu mifericarditer irrU 
** de^ ut its rtdenda et fugienda commendesr 
But &rther yet, the fame charity fometimes 
<)|ittg^ us to retort with passion, for St. 
<Bin»GJdiiY of Nazianzen fays, " The fpirit 
"^of charity and meeknefs has it's paflions 
: V and emotions/' And St. A u o u s T i n fays, 
^ Who will dare to affirm that truth muft 
'^^oftand unaHrtied againft faUhood, and that 
. **> th^ enemies of our faith may terrify the 
^ faithful by their haughty menaces, or enter- 
^' ^lin them wittily with quaint conceits 5 bbt 
? • ♦• tb*t 
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; '^ that the Cathofics moft only tefij ma cbld, 
:^^diy, infipid ftylc, as if calculated to hril tltf 
/^ eafy reader to reft?*" Is it not very vifiUc^ 
that at t)us rate the moft pernitiofis»aiid«t6r 
- travagant errors may be Offered to crecf) iior 
to the Churchy if wo muft not treat.tlieiv 
:widi derifion, for fear of offisndiog ^ood 
manners, or reprefs them with yehemeno?^ icr 
fear of being (±targed with want of chaiityf? 
^ How, Fathers, (hall yoo take the liberie 
to declare, ^^ That one man may kill aitft- 
.^' ther, toavpid a (lap on the face, loe^ui 
• ^^ affront ; and I not take the fame to mfiMQe 
** openly a public error of fudi fatal odnii^- 
\** quence ?" Shall you take the liberty tttJkf^ 
/" That a judge may kc^ with a fafo OQft- 
.** fcience the bribe which he took fop ati.irft 
v^* of injuilkre, and the world not have the 
. •* liberty to contradift yot> ?" Shall you pnb- 
. licly print with the privilege and aj^robation 
of your doftors, ** That a man may be iavcd> 
,^' who^never loved Qop in all his life, afid 
** will you ftop the mouths of all thoikyvibp 
'< (hall defend the true faith, by telling ^en, 
'' that in attacking you, they would Ubmifti 
*^ all brotherly love and charity, and that dt -* 
<< rkiing your maxims is to overthrow all 
<* Chriftian roodcfty r' 

I can 
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,' J cam hardly diiikk yon will get aoy oAe to 
billei^eyoa; tttitif any fuch there be^ who 
IbaUy thttik ihdt I had a defign to caned the 
dtoticy which I owe your fociety, by decry* 
ing it^ maxims, I wodd beg of them to ex^ 
ttttoido diligently and attentively how they 
ismap to think fo. For» though they may 
imagine that it proceeds firan their zeal» 
which cannot bear (without being icanda- 
tifed) to ice [or hear] their neighbour ac« 
€ttfedy yet I would intreat the favour of 
^tkem to reflect, that it is not impoffible but 
iS'tnay come from fomething elfe ; and very 
probably from a fecret diflike or antipathy 
e$lcn lurking about us, which an unhappy 
gafl of bitternefs within us ftirs up againft 
'^cb as oppofe the lukewarmnei^, and dege- 
fienatcy of manners. But to give them a rule 
whereby they may certainly know from what 
fpring their zeal flows, I would afk them, 
if^ at the fame time that they are uneafy to 
fee a religk)us body of men treated in fuch a 
manner, they are not more uneafy to find 
tids reH^ipQ? body of men treat truth in fuch 
a manner? If .they. are enraged not againft 
ihy letters only,, but more fo againll the 
^maxims that are quoted therein ; I mufl con- 
kis^ that their anger may proceed from fomc 
' • I , zeal, 
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seeal^ thoagfa fomething o&fcure^ and then 
the paflages which they find here V9il\ be 
fiifiicient ta open their eyes : but if their re* 
fentmefit runs only againft the reproof and 
not againft the things reproved, I declare 
fidemnly. Fathers, I (hall never be induced 
.to iky otherwife, than that they are grofly de^ 
ceived, and their zeal a very blind one. 

A ftrange fort of zeal, to be in a rage a-* 
gainft the proiecutors of public crimes, but 
hot fo, againft thofe that commit them! 
What new charity is this, that is uneafy to 
fee palpable errors oppofed, yet undifturbed 
to fte thofe very errors overturn morality 1 
If thofe men were in danger of being aflifl 
finated, would they take it ill to be told of 
the (hare that was laid for them ? And in« 
ftead of going out of the way to avoid if, 
go on complaining of the little charity of 
him who laid open the criminal defigna of 
the aflaffins ! Are they angry when they arc 
told not to eat of a di/h becaufe it is poifon^ 
ed, or not to go into a town becaufe it h^ 
the plague ? What is the reafon then, tUsH 
they think it is want of charity to lay open 
the tenets that are prejudicial to religbn, and 
on the other hand think it want of charity to 
conceal what is prejudicial to their life and 

health ? 
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btdth ? It is this : the love and afibdion 
which they ham for life makes them take 
ia good part every thing that may oontribate 
to k's prelfenration : but the indifibrcnoe 
lEvhich they have for truths omkos them not 
only carelefs to defend her thcmfelves^ hot 
angry at others, whom they fee contending 
to dem9li{h falfhopd. 

Let fuch therefore refled: (as in the £ght 
of God) how niuch the morality, which 
yoar cadiifte have fpread through the &ce o( 
the whole earth, is fhameful and deftrudUve 
to the Church : how hr this licentioufiiefi, 
which is introduced by them into the moral 
world, is immodo'ately fcandalous and un^ 
cpntroled : and how much the confident 
aflurance with which you defend them, is 
obftinately refraftory and violent : and if 
^they do not think that it is time to rife up in 
oppofition to fuch monftrous diforders, their 
blindhcfs. Fathers, will be as much to be 
lamented as your own ; for both you and 
tbey will have equal reafon to dread what 
^t-- August IN fays upon the words of our 
Saviour : "Wo to blind guides! Wo to the 
" blind followers! Fa cads ducentibus I Va 
'j* cacis^ fequentibus V* 

2 But 
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But that jou may no bdger giye bad im-^ 
preffions to other8> or be liable to ttochc 
any yoorfelres^ I (hall inform you (but 1 Uufli 
at my attempt to inftrud thofe in their dnqr^ 
by whom I ooght to be inflxoAed in mine) 
what figns, marks, or charaderiftics, the Fa- 
thers of the Church have left us, whereby 
we may know if rebukes proceed from the 
fpirit of PiBTY and charity, or from the 
fpirit of IMPIETY and hatred. The firft 
of thefe rules is, that the fpirit of piety indinea 
a man always to fpeak with truth and sin- 
cerity, whereas envy and hatred 
make ufe of falshood and calumny : 
." fpkndentia et vebementia^ fed rebm veris" 
fays St. August in. Whoever makes ufe 
of a lie, z&s by the fpirit of the deviL 
There is no direction of the inten* 
TioN that can fan<5Hfy calumny: and though 
you could convert or gain the. whole earth 
by it, it muft not be done by blackening the 
innocent : and the reafon is this, we muft 
not do the leaft evil, in order to procure the 
greateft good ; and becaufe *^ the truth of 
'^ OoD does not fland in need of our lies," 
as the Scripture faith. And St. Hilary 
affirms, " That it is' the duty of the dcfcnd- 
" ers of truth to advance nothing but what is 
'Vtruc." - - - ^^^ 
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- Aftd^ Fathers^ I ckn proteft befooe GoD^ 
tbftt Aere is Dothing I abominate more thaii 
to -girye the leaft offence to truth : and I have 
taken t very particular care» not only not to 
falfify) (which would have been horrible in« 
deiDd) but not fo much as to vary or alter in 
the leaft the fenfe of any one pa^ge that I 
h«ve quoted. So that if I dared in thu par«^ 
ticular to make ufeof St. Hilary's wrads^ 
I wuld fay with him, '' If the things we 
'^ {ay are false let our ai^rtions pais fbir 
^^jNPAMous ; but if we make it appear 
^' that tfaefe things are notorious and vifible 
** to all the world, it is no offence to nio^ 
•* :.defty, or abufc of apoftolic liberty to treat 
" them with contempt/' 

.BtM4t is not enough, Fathers, to fay nothing 
but what is true ; we mud likewife take care 
not to fay every thing that is true. For fo 
irmch only ought to be told, which when 
dilbovered will be of ufe, and not that which 
can- be of none, but on the contrary may 
fd(f(fi <o do mifchief. And therefore as the 
firft *f|ile:obliges to fpcak truth, the fecond 
is, • to dp it with difcrction. " The wick* 
" -^ (Ciys St, August IN.) perfecutc the 
" .good, by following blindly the paffxon 
** ^»{Juch provokes oi; Ipursthemon; whereas 
Vol. II. C '' the 
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f^ tht good purfue the wicked whii n .wife 
^^ difcretion, as ^ chirurgeon will coDiider 
^' what he lances, while the murderer isxe« 
". girdiefs where he Wounds." Vou kndw 
very ivcU, Fathers, that I have ipaiis4 
yoxiy by not quoting from your cafuifts ,feve&- 
fal , maxjois that would have ^ffeOcd. jfoa 
wtsy fenfibly^ and which I ndight have ^^nti 
WSdiont offending the rule of difaretioo;,^ ^ 
feveral learned men and true catholics h$|re 
done before. And, all thofe who have iiead 
your authors, know as well as you how ten* 
der I have been in that particular : nay more^ 
I haivc not (aid the lead tittle againft any ont 
of your order in particular^ for I (hould be ve-^ 
ry forry to reveal any fecret or perfonal faults^ 
were my proofs ever fo clear ; becaufe I cx>a- 
feisdtis the property of hatred and ^imofityy 
and no one can be juftified in doing it,, but 
when the good of the Church is nece^^ly 
concerned. It is clear then, that in what I 
was obliged to objeft to your maxims of i7>o* 
rality, 1 have not forfeited my difcretipn, and 
that you have more reafon to applaud i^y 
moderation, than you have to (X)a]ipl^ ^f 
my indifcretion. 

The third rule, Fathers, is, that when 
there is a neceflity to make ufe of ridicule^ 

the 
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the ipifit of piety employs it only againft er- 
rors, not ag^ipft things facrcd j whereas th^ 
^irit of buffoonefy, impictyi and hcrefy^ 
makes a mock and a jeft of what is moft £1^ 
CEtd. Bift I Ijavc juftified myfelf ia this point 
fufficiently alrp^dy 1 apd when the difcourjfe 
turns upon the maxims quoted from your 
authors^ one need not be afraid of falling 
into that fault. 

But laftly, pat hers, I will mention b»t 
one rule more, which is the beginning and 
end of all the rtxH^ viz. That the (pirit of 
charity has an hearty defire to promote thfi 
faivation of tlioJfe {he reproves, and to ad* 
drefs her liipplications to God, at the lame 
time that flie caiis her reproaches upon mej^* 
'* \ye ought always (fays St. Auoustin) 
** to preferye charity in our hearts, even 
•* vTljyen we ar^jpbligcd to aft out jvardly With 
*^ an apparent tudenefs. We may lafti man-» 
*' kind with a faurt feverityj but then Wd 
*' muCt take care it rauft be a wholefom feve- 
"• rity too^ hecaufc their own advantage ie 19 
'* be preferred to their oWn fatisfaftion* 

I believe, Fathers^ that there is nothing iri 

my letters but what will IheW this defke of 

mine towards you j and then charity^ when 

you fee nothing to the contrary^ obliges you 

C :» tg 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20- LETTER XL 

to believe it to be real. It appears from hence^ 
that you cannot fhew wherein I have cranf- 
grefled this rule, or any other which charity 
enjoins me to follow : for which reafon you 
have no right to fay, that I have injured her 
in the leaft, by what I have done. 

But, Fathers, if you have a naind in a 
ihort compafs, to enjoy the pleafure of feeing 
a fort of behaviour in oppofition to thofe rules, 
-with the true marks of the fpirit of buf- 
, foonery, envy and malice, I will prefent you 
with fome examples. And to make them 
more familiar, and better known to you, I 
fliall' take them from your own writings. 
I will begin with that fcandalous itoanner in 
which your authors treat every thing that is 
facred, as well in their jokes and gallantries, 
as in their more ferious difcourfes. Do you 
'think that the many ridiculous ftories of your 
Father Binet, in his Confolations for the 
fick, are fuited to the end he propofed, to 
comfort like a Chriftian thofe whom God 
' afflidts ? Pray tell me, if the profane and 
coquctlifti manner which father le Moine 
makes ufe of in his easy devotion, is UK)re 
likely to procure refpeft, or draw down con- 
tempt upon the Chriftian virtues, by that idea 
which he has given us of them ? What does 
^- his 
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his whole book of moral pictures pre- 
fent us with, both in his profe and verfe, but 
a fpirit full of vanity, and the follies of the 
world ? What do you think of that ode of 
his, in the feventh book, intided the Praife 
of niodcftyy where he tells us ** that every 
'^ thing that is beautiful is red, or apt to be 
•* of a blufli colour/' Is not that an excel- 
lent employment for a prieft ? 

He compofed this ode for a lady whom 
he calls Delphina, to comfort her becaufe 
(he was very fubjed to blu(h. He tells her 
in every ftanza, that fome of the moft valu- 
able things we have are red, fuch as rofes, 
granates, the mouth, the tgngue, &c. and 
to thefe gallantries, ftiamctiil in a prieft, he 
has the infolence to join thofe blcifcd fpirits 
that attend the throne of God, whom no 
Chriftian ought to name but with refpeft and 
veneration. 

I. 
The glorious cherubs of the flcy. 

Bright heads with beauteous wings attir'd, 
Whom God cnlighten'd with his eye, 

And with his ardent fpirit fir'd j 

II. 

Thefe feather'd afpefts either owe 
To God, or to themfelves, thofe fires . 
C 3 That 
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That make their crimfohblalhrtgldVir;'' - 
And fcddcn in deltftial quires; • 

Tb cool their fnutual flimes abcrvc. 

And givfe their fervour' fbnre alky,* ' 
liiftead of othfer fans fcJr fove, 

Their fanning wings they fprcad and pliay. 
IV; 
But, ahDELPttiNAl what a gracc> 

Thy rofy blufliing checks acquire^ 
When honour blofforiis in that face, • 

EnrobM in purpled King*& attkci 

What do you fay to this, Fathers ? How 
do you like Delphina's Mufh/ which is 
preferred to the ardors of thofe celeAial fpi-s- 
fits, who breathe nothing but charity? Do 
hot you think that the comparifon between 
thofe myfterious wings and a bdy*s fen, 
comes very decently from the mouth bf a 
Chriftian prieft, who confecrates the adorable 
body of Jesus Christ ? I know very vtrcll 
that what he fays is only by way of gallantry^ 
that he is but in jeft,but is not this making a 
jeftof, or laughing at things facred? And, was 
he to have juftice done him, could he defend 
himfelf from a cenfurc ? No^ though be 
flipuld bring the very reafon, (not Icfs incxeuf-^ 

-ablc^ 
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4ble) ii^lddi he gives ts in his firfl book^ 

viz. ^ * That the Sorbcmne has no jurifdidtion 

• ^ over Parnaflus, and the errors of that part 

^^ of the world arc not fub^e<% either to cen* 

*' fure or ittquifitioD." As if nothing could be 

impious or Uafphemons but what is in profe. 

But evea l^twill notczcuie another pailage, 

^which you may read in the preface to the fame 

book, ** Thgt the water of the river on whofo 

^^ baokhecompofcd his verfes, is fo proper 

^' to make poets, that though it fhould be 

*' conttttcd into holy water it would never 

** be able to caft out the devil of poetry/^ 

Nor is there any excufe for that parage of 

yaatt father Garasse, in his CoUedion of 

tbtt principal truths of religion, p. 649. 

wfccrcy (peaking of the holy myftery of the 

iuoamadoD, he joins blafphemy and herefy 

together in the f^lQwing words : *^ The hu- 

^^ man iperfbnaliQr was grafted, or as it were 

f^.:&t on horfeback on the perfonality cxf the 

♦^ Word*". And what he fays, page 5*10, 

(noc 19 neittion many other pafTagcs) fpeak<* 

h^ Af the name of Jss vs, whioh has com* 

f^lfpi^' this charadter, I H S, he fays that fome 

people take away the crofs, and leave no- 
thing but IHS, whkh he calls a Jssus 
tobbed of his portmanteau. 

C 4 It 
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It is thus you treat the truths of tsdagtoti/ 
with an indignity entirely oppofitC) to thatia- 
violable rule which obliged] every man to 
name it with reverence. You tranfgrcfe like- 
wife the rale which obliges you to fpeak with 
TfeUTH and DISCRETION. What ismofe 
common in your writings than calumny? 
Are the writings of £ither Biti sac rER.: fin- 
cere? And does he fpeak truth, part 4. p. 
24 and 25, when he fays '^ that itlie nuiis 
" of Port Royal never pray to Saints, and have 
" no images in their Church ?" Arc not thefc 
mqfl; confident and daring falfhoods^ . when 
all Paris fees the contrary ? Or does heipeak 
with difcretbn by calumniating the pure .and. 
auftere.life of thofc innocent maids^ when 
he calls them *' girls without peoitenaD, co-- 
^^ gardlefs of the Sacraments, abfentccs firom . 
" the Holy Communion, Calagans^ fooli£h> 
'^ fantaftic, defperate^ &c." and. .fabckeos 
them by fo many other fknderou3 infamiefi^ 
that they drew the cenfure of the Anchbiiho(> 
of Paris upon him ; and wliat unaccouoCable 
detradion is he guilty of againft paflors of 
the moft unblemifh'd charaiSers, when tfce, 
goes fo far as to fay part i. p. 22. " That 
** they make ufe of new conceits in confeft 
** fion, to feduce the fimple and the. fair, 
V and that he fhould be aihamed fo much as 

" to 
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^' ii>';ii]cntion the horrid' and abommable 
^' crimes they cDinmit. 

IsLknotran intoltraUe audacity to fpread 
about fuch Uack impoftnres^ not only with- 
outpsobf, but without die lead (hadow, the 
leaft ^appearance of it ? I (hall expatiate no 
fiirther on this fubjed at prefent^ but refer 
it to aaother opportunity, when I can treat 
of it more at large, for I have more to fay 
on this head ; but this will fuffice at preient, 
tokt you fee what enemies you are to truth 
and DISCRETION too. 

But/ fcxnebody perhaps will £iy, no man 
COB apcoie you, however, of tranfgreflii^ 
the laft rule, which enjoins a tender concern 
for the ialvation of thofe you calumniate, 
or could reproach you with doing fo without 
violatiag the iecret of your heart which God 
alone has the true knowledge of. But yet, 
(unaccountable as it may feem !) there is evi- 
denoei fofficient to know your very hearts. 

For, after you are fo fer tranfportcd with 
paffiooatse hatred againil your enemies, as to 
wifli tfaeir eternal defiradtion, your miihken, 
blind rafhnefs has hurried you on fo far as to 
make you openly expofe fuch an abominable 
wiAi< Nay, fo far are you from making 
any^ iecret prayer for their £ilvation, that 

you 
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yaa htve made pubildc vows for thar dbm- 
nation. The city of Caen is witnefeof this 
to tht (candal cf the whole Chuicfa; and 
fioce that, yoa h^n had the ofluranoe tOfide-* 
fend, even at Paris, and in print too, tfaat dia* 
bolioal ftdt. Gm any thing he more inplaus 
than this ? To asock, and treat things^ of die 
moft ikcred nature in fo vile a manner : to 
cakioiniote holy virgins aaid pdefls, firft by 
ftandaious fai£tis6, and then co nuke prayers 
and rows for their damnation i Can yot) hear 
this, Fathers, without being confounded ? 
And could it enter into your thoughts to con- 
demn me for w^nt of ch^ity } Me, who 
have ipoken with fo much trath and referve, 
that I faaTe not ib much as made one refiec- 
tion on tho& horrible violations of charity, 
which you yourfelves committed in your de« 
plorable tranfports of paflion ? 

I foall conclude, Fadbers, with aofweriag 
another charge which you bring againft me. 
Becaufe, amongft the great number of your 
maxims which i have quoted, these are fame 
that have been objeded to you already, you 
complain, ^^ That I repeat v^hat was iaid" 
*' againft you before/' My anfwer to that is 
eafy, for had you been in the fmalleft degree 
the better for what bad been pbjedted to you 

before. 
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hiEofc, I iBooM not hdvo troubled you with 
iftpoattftg it «gain. What gobd have sdl die 
reprdoA of ib many leafficd dodtors, and all 
iJM books of die Whblt uniftrflty (killed 
dgaiaft you) done ? And ni^t <fid your fa* 
thtcs Anmat, Gaufik, Pintbreau, and 
1.1 MoiN£> do in thtir anfwen thet^eto, but 
^ load^ With ft((roach«s all diofe wbo gave them 
fiftdh ^obd advice ? Have ydu fupprefied the 
books in which diele wicked maddens are 
taught ? Have you irprimanded the authors ? 
AtO' you become more drcumfpoft ? And is 
it not fihce, that EscoBAii has been fo ojfk* 
en prfaited in France and the Low Countries ? 
And that father Cblot^ Baoot, BAunr. 
L'AMY, tiS MoiNS, and your other wri« 
iters pufUifl) tvcty day not only die fame 
thiags, but With frc^ additions, as licenti- 
ctofly as ever ? 

^ Do not complain tberefere, Fathers^ if { 
condcnm you for your old maxims ftiU in 
ferce with you, or reproach you for your 
tiew ones, or laugh at them all« You have 
fiothiidg to do but to reflect upon them, for 
your own cdnibfion, and my juftificatiou. 
' VV^O, widioftt laughmg, can look upon 
"loiiber Ba.iJMir's opiifiioii upon burning of 
barns ? Father C £ l o t 's on reftitutbn •? 

Sanchez, 
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Sanchez, in £ivour of conjurors? Hur-* 
T ado's method of making duels innocent^ by. 
terming it nothing but walking in a fj^tlH an^ 
waiting for fomebody? Father Bauny's 
compliments to avoid ufury, with a method to 
fandify iimony by a.trickof the intention^ and 
avoid lying by now whifpering now fpeakin]^ 
out aloud, with all the reft of your gravb 
DOCTORS opinions? Is not this enough to juf- 
tify me? And, with Te R T UL WAN, to " laugh 
** at the vanity and folly of what they fay?'* 
But, Fathers, th^t corruption of manners 
which your maxims bring along with them, 
deferves another confideration, and we may 
with TERTULLiAi^aflcthisqueftion, " 12/- 
•* deam vanitatem, anexprobrem cacitatem ? 
*^ Shall I laugh at their folly, or lament their 
** blindnefs ?'* For my own part, I think, 
one may laugh or cry, which ever you 
will : Hac tolerabiliiis vel ridentur vel fim^ 
tur^^ fays St. August in. Confefs thqn, 
with the Scripture, that there is a time 
to laugh and a time to mourn. And I wiiGb, 
Fathers, I could not prove in you the trudi 
of thefe words in the book of Proverbs^ qh* 
xxix. 9. 1^ a wife man contendeth with a 
fooUJb maff, whether he rage $r laugh there is 
no refi. 

LET- 
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TO THE 

Rev. Fathers the J E S U ITS. 

. Paris> Sept 9. x6j6« 

.. R^y. Fathers, 

ry^as preparing to 'write to you upon the 
^abuiive terms you have fo injurioufly and 
'lavifUy beftowed upon mc a long time in 
W>ur writings, where you call mc " impious, 
** d blifibon, ignorant, a ftroller, calumnia- 
^ tor, ^ impoftor, cheat, heretic, a Calvinift 
**• in mafquerade, adifcipleof du Moulin, 
'^* poflefled with a legion of devils/' and I 
ido not know what myfelf. I had a mind to 
iet the world fee what rcafons you had to ufc 

me 
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me in this manner j for I ftould be very for- 
ry to be thought guilty of ail this heavy 
charge, and was relblved to complain of jroiir 
calumnies and impoflures^ when juft at that 
very time I receivqi your anfwers, wherein 
you accufe me of them to ray face. This 
obliged me to alter my defign, but however 
not fo much as to drop it intirely, becaufe I 
hope by defending myfelf to prove that you 
are guilty of more real impoftures than you 
have charged me with falfe ones« 

And, to tell you the trath^ Fathers, you 
are more to be fufpeded in this point, thaii 
myfelf. For is it likely that I, who am de- 
fencelefs and deftitute of all human fupport, 
diould oppofe myfelf alone to fo formidable 
a body ? Or, being affifted only by truth and 
lincerity fliould cxpofe myfelf to the danger 
of being utterly ruined by being £Qnvi£bgd ^ 
an impofture ? It is very eaiy in matters of 
lid, like this, to difcover where the fi<%y;^ 
lyes. I ihould have accufers enough jigaiaft 
me, and juilice would be readily grantoel 
^em. But as to you. Fathers, ^e caie k 
quite otherwlie, for you may &y whiaA J(M 
ploafe againft me, and I have no one tocomi^ 
plain to. From this difierence jo£ our jSUlf 
ations, you fee I ought to be extremely cau^ 

tioua 
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tlous an4 ckcumijpe(3, if I had no othqr 9011^ 
fidpratJQns to induce xb^ tq be /q. 

I^Medver, iince jrou treat me as a notedt 
ioi^ofior^ yw ibrce me to rq>ly : b«it« 99 
^ou Jcnow vecy well, that cannot be dose 
widnist ej^Ong afrefh* and difcovering the 
-ycty £wndation of all the |)oints of yovur 
morality, methinks you are a little out in 
^our politics ; and as you have brought .the 
war hofi^ to your&lves, you muft carry it 
.on at your own expence. And although you 
imagined that by pnzcdm^ the queilUon by 
ich^sMtic terms^ you ihould render the an** 
fwers fo tedious, io obfcure, and fo uniateU 
iigi^e^ as tK) make them tafllefs asd iofipid, 
jot .perliaps you may find yourfelves mif- 
tafcpq } lot I will eJadeavour to trouble you 
Qsi^rieas can.be expelled, wkhthat ibrtof 
jai^pQ. But I do not know how, there is 
ibmedung ib divcpting in your maxims, that 
'CVfiy bpdy is delighted with them. But re* 
mqmbcr that it is yourfelves who provoke 
mf 40* m^ke this difcovery, and now let us 
fee who will defead lys caufe beft. 

•Your jfirft impoftuFe i&^bout Vasqjcjez's 
cifMnipa ixilating to alms. Give me leave, 
F^^ers,. to explain it in fo clear a manner as 
to bivuih-all obfcurity from our difputes. 

It 
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It is very well known that^ accorciing to 
the opinion of the Church, there are two 
rules relating to alms- giving. ^^ One'is^ to 
** affift the poor from your fiiperfluitics in 
'^ feafons of common fcarcity : the other is, 
** to affift them with what may be neccflary 
** to every one in his ftation, in times rf 
** imcommon fcarcity/' 

This is what Cajetan fays, who fol- 
lows St. Thomas. So that, to (hew what 
isVasquez's opinion concerning alms-giv- 
ing, I muft let you know in what manner 
lie directs us to difpofe as well of what is fu- 
perfluous, as of what is ncceflary. . 

The charity arifing from fuperfluity, which 
(is the moft ordinary fupport of the poor) is 
intirely deftroyed by this one maxim, in his 
treatife of alms-giving c. 4. n. 14. which I 
mentioned in my letters : *' All that laymen 
" can hoard up to exalt their own condition, 
'** or that of their relations, cannot be called 
" fuperfluity -, and therefore you will hardly 
'^ ever find that there is any fuch thing as 
** fuperfluity in the world, no, not even a- 
** mongft Kings." You fee. Fathers,' by 
this definition, that no man who is ambi- 
tious can have any thing to fpare, and confe- 
quently the charity of the greateft part of the 
world is hereby annihilated. But 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



L R T T E R XIL $3 

Bat fttf^fing he had foqiethiag to iparc» 
he 18 not obliged to give any thing in ordx«- 
nacy neceflities, according to Vasqjtez, whd 
oppo&s all fuch as would oblige the rich ta 
be charitable. His words are thefe : c. i» 
n. 32. *^ CoRDUBA, fays he, tells us that 
^' when we have any thing to fpare, we are 
** obI%ed to give fome of it to thofe who la«- 
*' boor under the common neceflities of life; 
'^ a fmall pittance at leaft^ if it was only by 
** way as it were— of obeying the precept, 

•* But I CANNOT SAY I LIKE THAT 
** DOCTRINB. SSD BOC HON FLACZT. 
** For I HAVE >ROVED THE CONTRARY 

** againft Cajetan and Navarre." So' 
that you fee. Fathers, the obligation to part* 
with our fuperfluity to the poor is deftroyed^ 
becauie Vasqjtez, forfooth, does not like 
it. But further : 

In the extreme and prefling neceflities of 
the poor it is our duty to part with fomething* 
of what is neceilary even to ourfelves ; but 
you will £nd by the conditions he clog9 it 
with, the richefi: man in Paris is not oblige 
ed to give one farthing in charity as long as 
he lives. I will mention but two. 

The firft condition is this : ^' Wheft 
^' YOU certainly know that nobody 
^ Vol. IL P wiU 
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<< will affift the poor petitioner Tiut yteurfilf : 
^ Hac inteliigo et i>atera Gmma^quando sckt 
^ nullum alium opem iaturum.'^c. i • tr. ^f^: 
What do you fay to thif, Fathel:s ? Wfli: it 
often happen in Paris, whitre there arc id 
many charitable peoj^e, diat I can tcrtainlf^ 
know, that the poor oli^ed, which addrdSc^ 
hhtifdf to me, can find nobody eUb to rtSMYtf 
htm? Yet, without thb knowledge, accohl-^' 
itig to V A s QjJ E z, I am not obli^ to af' 
iSfthim. \ '' 

\ The fecond condition is, that die ndcJef^ 
fity of' the petitioner be fiich, thatimk6 all" 
fifted, ^^ he runs the rifiipie of lofing^ Ins- 
*^ lift or his rcputatbn/' n. 24 imi 16;*^ 
which is but rery feldom« And what ftill' 
(hews how rarely this may happen is wfaaf he 
teUs'us, n. 45. that a poQr man, who' is in' 
fuch a condition, in which he &y« ^e are' 
oUiged to relieve him, " may rob the rich ' 
" with a fafe confdencc." 

Which muft be an extraordinary caife in- 
deed, except Vasqjtez will fiy'it is' nbt^ 
e!ictraordinary cafe to permit the poor to ileal. 
So that, after having deflfoyed all c^ligations 
to charity from our fuperfluity, the greateft 
fnmtain from which it flows, he does liot 
c^ige thcrich to fpare any thing, out of their' 

nttccflaricsy 
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neceilkries^ to the poor^ l;>ut when he petmhs 
t^p^or to rob the rich. This^ Gentlemen^ is 
(Ije dodhine of Vasqjjez, whom you re-r 
^mmeod to your readers for their edification* 

And DOW 1 cc»nc to your itnpoftures. And 
here, you make a tedious and mighty bufUe 
to.prove, that Va8Qjt£:s has laid aU eccle* 
iia^cs under the obligation of giving alms : 
wbereds I have not fo much as once n^ention* 
ed an ecclefiaftic^ though I am ready to do 
it whenever you pleafe : but at prefent they 
are out of the queilion. As to the laymen 
(who arc the only people concerned) you en-^ 
deavour to nuke us believe that Vasqjjez^ 
Id die pailage I quoted, gives us only Ca js- 
*AN^s opinion, and not his own. Whereas 
nothing is more fax.se ; but becaufe you 
have not pofitively averted it, I am willing 
(to lave your honour) to believe, you were un- 
willing to do it. 

After my quoting this maxim of Vas- 
<3jj;Ei, " That it is almoft impoffible evebl 
*\ to meet with fuperfluity amongft the rich 
" of this world, of eVcn amongft Kings^ 
'* what makes you complain fo heavily that 
"^ I infer from thence^ that therefore the 
•* rich are fcldom or never obliged to giva 
^ aUns out of their abundance V But what 
Da do 
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do yoa mean bf this. Fathers? For, if J| 
ia true that the rich have :hardly ever .eo|[ 
fuperfloity, is it not certain they are as hu^ 
ly ever obliged to do alms with it ? I .would 
prove this to you by an argumeot ip form^ U 
DiANA^ who admires Vasosfez to fiich A 
d^ree dba^ he calls him ^' the phoenix 'of 

V all wits/' had not drawn the lame oopfi>t 
quence from the fame principle. For, af|e( 
citing this very maxim from Vasqjjipz, he 
draws this conclufion from it ; ** That vk 

V the qucftion, viz. If the rich arc obligfid 
** to give alms to the poor, out of their fin 

perfluity : although the opinion which q^ 
bliges them to do fo were really true, yfH 
it would never happen, or at leaft huft 

V very fcldom, that they can be obliged to, 
•/ put it in pradice." You fee I do nothing 
but follow Diana word for word, -. t 

What, therefore. Fathers, can the mean-? 
ii^ be, that when Diana quotes andextojii 
the fcntiments of Vasquez, when hecaHi 
them probable, and ** very conveniei^t i^j; 
** the rich," (as he does in . the very &pi» 
place) that he is neither calumniator or ]^r?, 
You make no complaints that he has miiren 
prefented his author, but when I produce th<^ 
very fame fcntiments from the very fame au-, 

thor. 
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tfaor, (but without compfitnentmg htm with 
ih^tiao^' of phoenix) yoo vilify* me as an 
tf&j^llor, a liar^' and a owruptor of his 
dbttine. 

:.. You have certainly all thereaibn in the 
^oAA^ ¥^thers^ to be afraid left yoor dif-. 
lb#iM treatment of thofe, who agree in tbd 
&f6it report, but diikgree m point of efteem 
fer yoo, ihould difcoyer the bottom of your 
ImeMs, and make the world conclude that 
^Our principal drift is to keep up the ci^C 
tmd glory of your fociety ; for as long as 
^rpKaUe theology can pafs for a prudent 
coindefcenfion, you are not aihamed of thofe 
tfetat d^lge it, but on the contrary applaud 
ibtm as auxiliaries to your views. But when 
^ is repreftnted as a pernicious relaxation of 
iXofl&M^ the fame intereft of your fodcty 
^yged you to yield up thofe maxims which 
difcredit you in the eye of the world. Thus 
jfifr^titcept of, or rejetft opinions, not accord- 
ing' 1K>'their truth which never changes, but 
ii^dorditig to the changes of the times, * foU 
lowing What an ancient faid, *^ Omnia fr^ 
^'^fetttf^re^ nihil pro veritate:* 
'■ Take care. Fathers, for, that you may no 
longer accufe me ofdrawing from this prin* 
dpIeoC VASQjrEZ a confequcnce which he 
D 3 had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cc 

fC 
U 



38 ]p E T T IS R XIL 

had di&vowed^ know^ that he has drawii 
Ithiinfclf, c. I. n, 27. **Itis CajetW^ 
^** opinion, AND my own too that Jpa^ccsr 
^' ly any one is obliged to give alm^^ i(h§ 
l^ muft do it from bis fuperfluities oni^/^ 

Acknovf ledge then, Fjithers, firom V^fir 
QjjE^'s own mputh, that I have ^n£^ly 
followed his thoughts, and coniider with 
what confcience you can dare to (ay, ^^ Thgt 
if the original w^s confulted th?. worM 
would be an^azed to find, that in that Vipr j 
place hp teaches quite the contrary/* 
In fhort, your flrpngeft and moft bpaAe^ 
argument is this; for iay you, if VA-SQifE^ 
does not oblige the rich to extend any pfthc^^ 
fuperfluities to the poor, yet inilead of -tHfi^ 
he obliges them to be beneficept out of theitf 
very peceiTarics, But you have forgot. 1;^ 
mention (though I have not) that pwltitucl^^ 
of conditions which he fays are fo neceiT^qf. 
to make it a duty, that charity is focr^n^ 
ed by them, that it is almoft entirely gpni^r 
lated. And inftead pf explaining iinc^ckr 
what his dodrine is, you only fay in geperal^ 
|hat he obliges the rich to part with what 
pay be pe^eflary to fupport their raftk sndi 
^RflditiW- 

. . But 
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; '&Sf this ^ain k laying too much, Fa^' 
tlftffd] tbi the very rule of the G&fpel does 
tfbr«Mig0 ft far aq that. And I beUeve 
^Ast^UEz would be the laft man in the 
tyodyir ^^ ^^'^ ^^to ^^^h an error! But to 
^9ik.'hUtt)6gi'ea( Indulgence, you attribottf 
t^ hkn filch an ^xcefa of ieverity as every 
6Ae' Would hl^lbe, and by that means, you 
4(ftil»dy die credibility of your havifig quoted 
%iihhllhMly. But he 16 far from deiWv- 
V)g' this teptonA ; iince he has eftablifhed, 
its I hiVd m^de k appear, that the rich ar6 
liot boUf^ either in juftice or charity, to giv6 
^f'bf their fuperflttifies, much lefs out 6f 
dWur tiec^^ies, any thing to relieve the p&oi 
& ih^lr ordinary diftreft ; and that they (the 
lich] are only obliged to part with what is 
i^eo^ik^, otk oecaiions which happen To 
^ery fitdom that they hardly ever ha^fi 
UaH. 

^' As yon raifc M other objeftion, I hive n6- 
^iff^ttioTt to do at prefent but to (hew yout 
HSfi^ood in iflertifig that VasQUez is nK>fc 
^felft than CAjrE^AN. Which is very eaf^ 
JEOdd fl^m Che Cardiiid^s own words, 'biii. 
^^^'Vteitt bound ift jtlfllce, out of our frf^f- 
^* floities, to give aim* to^the poor even iii 
•• their common neceffities : for the holy Fa- 
^^ D 4 « then 
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V}«faerit>f the Gltti:reh fiy^ iksTiSch «|b)fli-'' 
*S Ij flevrardt, to diftribnte dicSr afaun4Mlte>' 
** . atnoDgft ^ach of the pqoc^ ftaU tRMtt^'' 
«* moft." . .. ; " 

: Avi whereas Diana fitys of VjIiSQjiki's 
mtxiiQS, * That thejr are vdcy ufisfbl, .tflA?' 
' v^ agceeable as well to therich'^ii^; 
' their oooiiBflbts, the Cardinal, wJboJbas flo • 
* :-rttcb fine things to give tbena, dccbit$d(9-, 
f . j5/«n». c. 6. '* He hasnbthn^ to %tO:Uut- 
<* rich but tfaefe words of our Savioiirt MiV- 
**..eajier for s camel to go through thoi^tof; 
** a needle^ than for a n'db man toa$Ur ini4\ 
*\ Ae kingdom of heavenJ' And .to theif 
coo&ffbri diefe words of the fame Soviobr, ' 
" If the blind lead the bhndtbey (hail 4aB ■■ 
'< fall into the ditch." So indi^)eiifibk.ls:thi7 
obligation to charity that not only the <I!«r- 
dinal, but all the Fathers and Saints have lai^ it 
down as a conftant truth, viz. ** There are 
^* two ^e«, Ays St. Thomas, 2. s. q>>iMfit. 
** art.. 4. in which we are oUigod.to^vsi 
« gjpw firom the duty of juftlce : £» deh/ifr 
*\ kgali ; one is, when the pooracc JB.daitt-, 
<^ ger ; the other, when we poflcfi in|Mdlaoiit!: 
** ridxs. And q. 87,^. i. The three Knthi; 
<*. which the Jews wen coouMiidei to^eat; 
H with the poor, wcae MigoMBifed >^ tfasi 
.-- . •* Gofpel, 
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*<'&aSpt\y':ibBom&'k .Ib vtib «m.i)f bar' 
*<3^Mfisiir^ : liMb t«8- not onlj give ^er.' 
**3^paQrtlie>:iieiitfa pttr^- ink oar wfaole^iiu' 
«' pcrfliity." 

*2*Bat:nofeAftlkftanding-tfais, VA8QpE«,-.it 
i(MiB, dbes not lifae that mim fliobld teo^ 
U%ni togiveflny partat all. Sndv i&Jiit 
cot^shflanot to the ridi, and emtky t» the.' 
poor! SttA is ius oppofition to diofe tender 
ft uU unBlB of cfauhf iQcdmmendcid by St, 
Ok^gokv;- a tnith. which is agreeafate ta att 
g^»|cn, diaq^- {hocking and terribte td 
t^^(^of:this world'. ** VMion we give td 
**i the poo0 what' is nece&iy for thehi,v wd 
f'^do not fonmch ^vc them what is our 
<^'owft, ' as pay them yrhat is their due ; 
'%ti#hidh oog^t rather to be called aniaift of 
"^^iftioe^ iban an ad of charity, or ootn^ 
**!!ptffion. 

v^Jt aainltl^s qnnner the Sunts of old re- 
afimnendrto the lidi to dhnde die thhigs'^of' 
tfais'jworld.with the pocM*, if diey>dsfite; 
i»iifi-NA«m, to. pofle%>the.ridie8of another. 
Aad..wdien»syau - ate. ftriving to duxmrage 
latorSiiTaabition,. which will nev« admit 
iMte^ihenkimy fiiperflaiQr> and in Immce; 
whiflii wHl not let them part with iti/< di^ 
lad^ w^ i the jSoints arc ftriving ta per- 

,1*^^ C ■ fuade 
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^ade men to diibibeite to dthcrs'thdir Whole 
fuperflolty, . said tell tbem, that dwy Okay 
have esKoogh and enoogli tb giveaway^ if 
men would not meafure their w^tits tiy tbek* 
cnpjdkj/whidi khows no bdnrnk, ibut by 
Mmptflibn^ wkidi isever ioduftiiou0y Ib^ 
genioAis to pindi itfelf, the better to exet^ 
dfe works of charity to otkera. Bt« Av«* 
ousTiK fays, " If we keep'ndtbihg bat 
** what is neoeflaryy wc fliall hcve abun^ 
«< dimdi to ^pare ; bat if our mindaf(ftk af-« 
<* ter Taaity, we ihdl never havp enongh. 
«' Be careful, fartthfen, for what is fuSBScient 
^f to fttifann tlie Wkxk t>f QpD/ that is; td 
^f" fufiain nature, and not for what will iktif^ 
^* £y your codcapircencs, which is . the work 
^ c^ the do^iljtmdfenieniber that die fiipei<: 
*-^ floity of the nch is a necel&iy debt to this 
« poor/' 

I ihoUld be ^hd/ Fathers, if what I lave 
fidd'Wikild si0t mUy ferve tojuftify nsyfelf 
(whiofa is of Httle concern) but crdite in you 
a fbifible afaborrence of every eorraptoon ift 
the maxinas of your caftiifts, tfaiit ^c ma^r 
be ail fiacerely united in die firaed ndes 
of die Gofpel, accordiog to ythidbrvn mtfft 
>Ube judged^ • • 



As 
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mjpjj^ befiirejl a«fwcr the fpprpaqh^s: yon 

j^a^ )aid to lay chaxge^^ I will Br& expiata 

yi^r own 4^9^^^^^^ 00 ^bat fubje0« . 

^va A^you arcdt a loft how to fte^r betwA^A 

tbte canoa^ .of the Churchy which impoit 

t(6j;ri)3le paios on the Simoniacs, and the a^ 

vetouihefs pf ipsQ^ny people who foUow 

tliat. in&mous tsadcg you ha?^ reeotu^ tb 

yq^ orjdinary method, ^rhiph is' to grant 

laf^n whatever they defire, aad put pfF Goo 

m^, words and mere forms. For what clfe 

i^, thefe Simoniacs want for their liviogt but 

qioney ? And tb^t you fay is no finxmy. - Bat 

lifoiiiftp tbe^word fimqny mufl: be retaifted; 

l|o4NibcQe fulsjcd alfo to which k muft belong ; 

j^ have cbofen, ftar that purpql^, an ioia'^ 

^Uifj u&Uds idea/ which never entijredjneo 

me head of any Simoniac before; which is to 

jl^^^iyionQy, confideredas fifopey, equi^ 

ifill^ t^fplritn^lity) aMafidered as'fpiritua^ 

j^i^. \ JppTj who eycr thought of comparing 

^^i^igg ib^d^proportionate, and fo^diifefeot in 

jfA^p I Axid yei^ without making thi&meta« 

{^^0^ ^co^parifon, one man, accordvKg to 

ffW, suitboi^} qiay give his living, to an<Mheri 

^4 take tnoncy for it too witbottt^ lemony. 
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'^ It is in this manner that you niakcf a mock 
Af reli^on, to comply with the faumotit^ of 
pich ; bat, pray dbfcrvc, mth what grairR^ 
your father Valentia deicant^ trpcn^^hil 
Idle dreams, in the pailkge quoted In m^ 
Letters, torn. 3. difp* 16. p. 3. pag. 2044. 
^^ C^ may give, fays he, thihgs temporal for 
^ things fpiritual, two ways: one, 1^ fetdn^ 
t greater value on (he temporal tl^ohthe 
fpiritual; and that would be iimony:' the 
other, by taking the temporal as the thdtrva 
and end which induces to give the fpiritual^' 
without, at the fame time, fettmg a great- 
er value on what is temporal thto what is 
*^ fpiritual ; and then it would be no fimo->* 
i^ ny. The reafon is this, becaufe fimon]f 
^* confifts in taking the temporal al the fuff 
^ worth or value of the ipirituaK Thew-^ 
^* fore if I demand the temporal, /• ^. ihi^ 
•• money: Si petatur template : Not as^'tli^ 
•* real worth or value of the fpiritual, -but' 
" as the motive which induces me -to pari? 
f^ with it, it is no iimony at all f fio^' 
^* though my only view and principal dtifign 
^* was the temporal: Minimi erit fimohid 
f ^ itiim^ temporak principaUtit ip^ihdiUur 

An^ 
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^ . Aad has w^ywu: grcatSAiiCHEz had a 

^fc;^n^.Qf the fapie nature, who, according 

tD:E«caBAR,. tr, 6. ex. 2. n»4o. fpeaks in 

^befe terms ? ^Mf a man gives tempoitl 

% jgoods for fpirltual ones, not as the priciI 

Y! hf^t as the mptivb to induce the patrol 

V rto confer the benefice, or as a recompi^c^ 

^ ior having done it, is fqch an One guilty of 

!' finwny ? Sa N c h B z affures us not/' 

And; your thefes at Caen in 1644, declare, 

7hat itisaprobable opinion taught by a great 

^ijP^ber of Catholics, that it is no fimony 

to give temporal things for fpiritual things, 

when they are not given as a price/' 

,. 4f^d as for Tanner, I will prove his 

^iq^rine to be the fame with Valenti a's ; 

vhv^ may convince you how much you are 

^1^ the. wrong, when you complain that I fay 

Ihje^^dodrine is not conformable to that of St: 

^i^oMAs, £nce he confeileth it himfelf at 

^f^ place quoted in my letter, tr. 3. d. 5. p; 

1^/9. ?* There is not, fays he, properly 

,j|nd truly fpeaking, any fimony, but in 

taJfing a temporal confideration as the 

price [or, full value] of a fpiritual onei 

*^ but when it is taken, either, a? a motive 

^* to confer the fpiritual, or as an acknow- 

^ ledgment of the favour conferred^ it is 

^ ' 1 ' ' •* not 
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** not fimon^5 at Icaft not (b in confcicncc.**J 
And a litdc after: " The fame maybft. 
^* faid, though a man does not* only re^ar^ 
" the money as his ultimate aim, but cveA 
" prefer it to the fpiritual; though St. Tho^^ 

MAS and others feem to fay the contrary^. 

by aiiuring us, that to give ipirituals for. 

temporals, with a view to the temporalS|, 
•• is abfolirte fimony/' 

This, Fathers, is your doftrine of fimonj^- 
teught by your beft authors^ who, in tnis, 
point at leaft, copy one another irery cxaftl]^^ 

Having thus explained your doQriae, ^ . 
com6 now to anfwer your impoftures. A^ 
you have made no objection to Valentia's . 
opinion, it muft remain as it is« But you. 
dwell upon that of Tanner us, and affirnn . 
that he only fays it is no fimony by iDiviNj^. 
I.AW ; and you are willing to make'th^v 
world believe, that I fupprefled thofe words 
in the paflage. But, Fathers, give me leayeL. 
to fay you are unreafonable, becaufe thofc > 
words, DIVINE LAW, never veere in thj^ . 
paffage. Yet, after that you fay, that Tan- . 
NERus calls it fimony " by a pofitive law. ^ 
You are quite miftaken. Fathers, for he 
does not fay fo in general, but in particijlar . 
cafes, ** in cafibus a Jure cxprejjis ;^[ which *^ 
I art 
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m^ hi$.C(om words in that v^ plgce: wh^c>% 
byfhe mak^ an ^icception to what he h^ ct 
ijiblWied fai gcrietti, *' That it was not fiV 
•^ BSOliy: iti opnfhicnce j** which implies that 
it ciaMot be fo by any pofitiye law, except 
ja^' have i imiid to n^e Tannerus im«^ 
pioffs ^npugh to fay, that what is-fimony* 
i^^ lalfcr, is no iimony in confcienc^^ But 
tlie fplldwitig terms pivine law, po-* 

JITIVS J.AW, tTATURAL LAW, INTE*-» 
MAX AND EXTERNAL TRIBUNAL, CA- 

9»KOrprf^cd in LAW, external pre- 
%p9ttTi&fifp and others which few peoplo 
vlil^itfftand, are brought in on purpofe to 
«^ape uhdkr this favoarable veil of obfcurity, 
a^ Hfatt^ off eur attention from taking any 
adcito of your eittrava^t errors. But thefe 
Ytdb fubtilties (hall avail, you nothing, for I 
vftt put fuch i^in qoeAions to you that they 
dt^i not be liable to a pi^tinovo. 
'I defire to know th^n^ without talking 

••^bf POSITIVE LAW, or PRESUMPTION 

•^of 8XT8RWA1; TRIBUNAL," ifanypa- 
trtfci,* according to your authprs, is guilty of* 
fifKiOHy, who dHpofe9 of a living of 200 1. 
fft ^mn. for 500 1. ready money, which 
5d*6 L he does not accept or take as the full 
pilte or Value of the living, but asa raotiyo 

that 
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ibtt bdttced him to ptrt wi(h k ? Tett mk; 
•ReyMtnd Fathers, ingenuodfly, M^ilt afiiW 
will your c&fuifts make to this queftioR } WW 
not Tannbrus tell you^ in etpncfi Mtn^; 
^^ chat it 18 DO fimony in confeibiice^ "b^ 
caiife the money is not the prfet or Nil 
value of the* living, but only the Mdrtvfe 
** or REASON for bellowing it?'* An4 liptf 
not Valbntia, your Cabn thefes, 8A)r«- 
CHEZ, and Escobar prove it Tb Bft Nb 
^IMOMV for the fancie reafon ? AitnotdMib 
authorities fufHdent to exempt this patfdii 
from fimony ? And would you h«ve thd ^ 
furan<», (whatever your own private of^niOflt 
may be) to treat him as a fimoniacal pet^ 
in your confeflionals, fince he could fileAdb 
all your clamour with authority, bytslllllg 
you, (that in this) he has only followed the 
advice of fo many grave doctors >:9le>. 
Fathers^ the patron by your own confefiifti 
is very innocent ; and now, defend yoilr 
do£lrine if you can% * 

This, Fathers, is the way to treataq^ef-' 
tlon when we defign to make it out dtMf $ 
and not by clogging it with fchool tem^, ^r 
changing the fbte of the quefHon as yotr have . 
done in your lafl charge againfl me, Forin* 
ftance, Tannb&vs, you iky, dedans tbat^ 

fuch 
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iM^hWcfltehtiigi^i^agreat^n, and y«u iti- 

^•ftMh'Qfe for buriDg maUciottfly fuppreffid 

;|^ ^circiiaiftaiice which gccordkig to you/ 

K JUSTIFIES HIM intirely/' But here 

jlganvyou^ are wrang in feveral refpeds. For, 

:gran^g what you iayto betrue^ yet the qucT- 

tkxi 19 that ^ce was not to^ kfiow if dicr6 

itMsanysiN in It, b«t*only if there was any 

MM^NV» Now^thefe two queftions are wide* 

ly difierent : sins^ according to your max- 

loMf oU^e a man no farther than to con- 

PtitlON : $IM0NY obliges to REST ITU- 

T^iOH : arid ibme folks can difcern well e* 
iMHigli the difference between one and the 
.other. For you have found out many ex- 
ipodknts to make confeffion eafy, but not one 
Cd^make raftitution agreeable. 

'- And I muft tell you further, that the caic 
$lbich Tahnerus charges withfin^ is not 
iSiMly THAT whereby fpirituala are given 
.fiMT'tqi^iorals, which laft were the principal 
motives fo to do, but he adds^ ^* for prifing 
^^.tjbe temporality more than the fpirituality/' 
which is tiiat imaginary cafe I fpoke of be- 
ibre. 

' ' 'And I do not think he does amifs to charge 
THAT with fin I for a man muft either be 
a'Oioft abandoned wretch, or an incorrigible 

' Vol. II. E blockhead 
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blockhead to load himielf with a iin fo cafily, 
to be avoided as this is, viz. only by not com- 
paring the price of thefe two things together^ 
at the time that he is permitted to give one 
for the other. But farther, Valentia, (oa* 
the iame pailage) enquiring whether it w^ a, 
iin to give a fpiritual good for a temporal^, 
the latter being the principal motive ; after^ 
fhewing the reafons alledged by ieveral cafu- 
i(is to prove it a fin, he adds, '^ Sedbocnotf^ 
^* videtur mibi fath certum : But this doe$. 
** not appear to me to be furc enough.", . 

But fince that, your father Erade; BtLL, 
profeflbr of cafes of confcience in your coU 
lege at Caen, has peremptorily decided,, thai 
there is no fin at all in it : for your p«,oba^. 
BLE OPINIONS grow riper and riper evenfr 
day. This decifion of his appears in his 
works of 1644. againft which M. Dv 
P R £^ do£tor and profeilbr at Caien made 
that fine harangue, which was afterward, 
printed, and well known in the world.. 
For although Erade Bill confeiles that 
V A L E N T I A*s opinion followed by father 
M I L H A R D, and condemned by the Sor- 
bonne, ^* is contrary to the general oplnipn^. 
'^ and in many things fufpe£ted oi fimony^ 
^' and juftly punifhcd, when the fadfcs are. 

'2. difcovcred/*; 
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^^ dlfcovercd'/'' yet he fays^ the opinion is 
r^bBABLB, and therefore iafe in con* 
fdence : cohfcquently, there is no fimony^' 
Hot fin. " It is a probable opinionj^ 
** fays he,' taught by a great many catholip 
** divines that it is not fimony, nor ANf 
^ SIN to give money or any other worldly 
^ confideration for a benefice, either by way 
^'of acknowledgment, or by way of fpecial 
**^' motive- without which it would not be 

- conferred, provided you do not give it as a 
** Pi^icB equal to the benefice/' 

What can be wiflied for, or defired more? 
Accori&ig to all thefe maxims, fimony yoil 
ifeg,'] Fathers, is fo rare that Simon Magu* 
huhftftf could not now be judged guilty of it. 
He was willing indeed to Buy the Holy 
45iiosT^ in which he reprefents your fimoni- 
acai PURCHASERS; andGEHAzi taking mo- 
^r for a miracle, is the reprefentative of all 
mnoniacal sellers. Yet both, by your max- 
ifns, arc innocent. For when Simon Ma- 
du5, , in the Acts, offered money to tha 
A|)Q|[lie8 to confer their power upon him, it is 
cerfain he neither made ufe of the words 
rflJYiNO,' selling, or PRICE, he only 
dfered' fbme money as a motive to prevail 
i>ix the' Apoflles^ to confer that fpirltual gift 

' £ a upoQ 
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upon him. Which, by your authors^ iMing 
no fimoriy» he might caiily have warded \oflF 
St Peter's anathema^ if he had bsjyt bcett 
inftrud:ed in your modern tenets. This Bant 
Ignorance, too, was very unlucky to pooB 
Gbhazi, whomhis maftecELisHA ftrticle* 
with a leprofy ; for, talcing money of the 
Prince who was miraculoufly healed^ only as 
an acknowledgment, and not as a r&ics 
equal to that divine Virtue, which perforoDcd 
the miracle, he might, had he been rigltflfr 
inflrudted, have obliged Elxsha, under thii 
pain of a mortal fin, to have cured hinir %j 
gain. And herein he would but have jidxiji 
|igreeably to a number of crave Docxoi^it 
who enjoin all confefTors to abfolve their p4y 
hitcnts in fuch like caies, and to cleaDf^ 
them of their fpiritual leprofy, of which the 
bodily is nothing but the figure. 

I can ferioufly aflure you, Fathers, ^ba|t 
there is nothing fo eafy as to fet youfaei^e la 
a ridiculous light ; and I am furprifed bQW 
you came to lay yourfelves £q open. Foe I 
i!hould have nothing to do but quote your o^- 
ther maxims, and amongfl them this of El^ 
c o B A R : In the pradtice of fimc^y, a«r 
cording to the fociety of Jesus. i>. 40- 
'' When two Monks engage wi(h e^cl) o- 

" ther^ 
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•^'^ther, thus j give me your vote to make 
^ me. provmcial, and I will give you mine 
^'t6 make you prior ; is that iimony > No, 
^-notatall" And this other maxim, tr* 
11; 14. '* neither is it fimony to jMrocure a 
^ " li^g by promifing a fum which you ne- 
«* ver intend to pay, becaufe it is only a 
tf' MOCK fimcmy, which is no more a t?lu8 
^"tlMONY, than a false, guinea is a 
*** TTtUB guinea." It is by fuch fubtlc com- 
Uttents^ upon confdence, that by adding knav* 
0iy to fimony, he has found out an art to 
inroeutie henefices without mdney or iimony 
iekher; But | have not time to fay any more 
ilpon; this fut:9e£t, being obliged to defend 
itkyfeif ^gainft your third calumny, on the 
^j«d of bankrupts. 

>: TPhan this calunuiy. Fathers, fure nothing 
was ever more abfurd ! You call me an im- 
^fdttQf'oa accoiflit of one of Lessius's fen* 
Ooiettts, which I did not quote as from my-* 
"Ifelf^ imtwas what Escobar alledged in 
the pa£&ge which I quoted ; and fo, though' 
tfe (hould be tnie, that Lessius is not of 
ibsltopiiuon, which Escobar declares him 
fb be of, is there any thing more unjuft than 
to bhme mx for it? Whenever I quote- 
Lf 9»iirs^ or any other of your author^ my- 
E 3 iclf. 
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ftlf, I own.myfclf rcfponfible for iu But as 
E3C0B.AE has collefted the rentimcnts of fbui;. 
and twenty of your JPatliers, I want to know, 
if I muft anfwcr for any thing but what I 
quote from him? Or if I. muft go. further 
and anfwer for thofe citations which He has* 
made in the peflages from* whence I ^ took, 
them ? nothing I think can be more uhrear. 
fonable ; yet that is here actually the. pife^ 
I quoted and faithfully tranflatedthe followr 
ing pafTage from Escobar, and to which 
you have made no objedtion.. •^Cao a]j>ank- 
wpt detain, with a fafe confcience, as ma-^ 
ny cfFeds as are neceflary to fupport him 
in a genteel way ? Ne tndecorl ^Vvat f 

•* I ANSWER, WITH LesSIUS, .YEfi H^ 

•* may) Cum LeJJto ajjero fojfe^ &c/' Aiid 
then you tell me that Lp5sms is pot of that 

ppinioa, ....•..; r 

But confider a little what you ar?. a^tj^ 
for if it be true that he. (Lb s s i us). . is of the 
fame opinion, you, Fathers, wiUbc..pUc(J 
the imipoftorSjj for affirming the contrairy, but 
if be is not, thep Escobai^ will ht the^lnif 
poflor^ fo that at prefent, as the caie jlWnds, 
fpmc one of other of your fociety muft un-» 
jlVPidably be an impoftqr, . . \ . * 
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MVhat a fcandal muft this be ! and how 
filly muft you be not to forefee the cohfc-!' 
^uences of things ? You think there is no- 
ticing more to be done than to throw about 
your injurious reflexions, without confidering 
on wliofe head they may fall. 

Why did not you acquaint Es cobar with 
this knotty point before you published it ? He 
could have fatisfied you .There is no fuch mighty 
difficulty m writing to Valladolib, -where 
hi( now is in perfed health, completing his 
grand body of Moral Divinity, in fix volumes; 
upon the firft of which, I nuiy probably one 
^y 9r other make a few remarks. You fent 
my ten firft letters to him, and you might 
MS cafily have ient your objedion ; I am pret-r 
ty well afiured he could have anfwered you, 
for I make no queftion but that he has feen 
io Liss lU-S' that pafiage from which he took 
, bis ** JNe indecori vivat'' Read but care- 
fully, tod you will find it there as well as I 
^id. feb. 2. c. 1 6. n. 45. Idem colUgitur a^ 
ferti ex, juribus citatiSy maximi- quoad ea 
bona qua fofi eejfionem acquirit^ de quiius is 
qui debitor- efi etiam ex deliBo poieft retinere 
quantum neceffarium efi^ ut pro fua conditio^ 
ne NON jni>ecorb'^ vivAr. Petes an 
leges id permittant4^ bonis, qua tempore in^ 
' E 4 fiantis 
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ftaatis c^lbffm hAebati Ita videtur aJBgi--^ 
ex p. £>, ^ . . . -V 

. Z will not give my&lf the tcoubk ta (hew. :' 
yo); that Lessjius, tp authon& this max^: : 
im,, has fcandaloufly abufed the law, which. . 
is fo far from allowing the bankrupt to liy^ : 
like a gemleiBan, that it confines hirom^ccly 
to a bare fubfiftence. It is enough for nc; 
to have cleaned Escobar from fotdb an aoa|-t ^ 
fation.: which is doing more than I ought to, 
do, but you. Fathers, do not fo- mi^ch ja- 
yoo ought to do : for the point iniiand|.is4aL * 
give ananfwer to thefafl^ge of EscoB^i^i: ; 
whofe deciiions are extremely coxvooienl^ /' 
becaufe independent of what goes faefocp or 7 
follows after, and fliut up in fhort ^anolq^ 
^ons, fo that they are not fiit^eft tq yovf^ / 
diftindions. I quoted the whole pafiageyviiflD^ j 
he allows ^^ bankrupts* to neferve^f&^te^.j 
^^ nought though unjuftly acquired^ tx> maiai : 
^^ uin their families in an honouraUb way/* ^ 
Upon which I cry out in my letters^ V HoMir>l - 
^* Fathers, what unheardof charity, is Jthtsl' 
^^ Can goods, unjuftly gotten, belong ^nomi 
^* to the bankrapt than they do to 4he iaw"* ^ 
^\ fu) credkors^^VThis istbeque(lJD(iwhiqh 
you Should have anfwered, but it has{»it yov . 
into fttcb Mi.unhaf^y peii^exi^, that yoa eor. t 
I '^eavout 
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dexfiaat m vun to evade, by nuHda^ £rom- •. 
the queftion, and quoting other pafliq^. of 
Ls«siut wiiidi are fbce^o to the purpofi». 
Myqnefiion is this : oin binkniptt, \iHtb t^ ' 
iafe coofcienoej foUowthis opinion of E9 co- 
bar, yes, or no ? T^lce care what you &j. 
Fortf yoo iay no, what will become of the • 
do^br, and your probabls ooctrihx ; ' 
if yoa fay yes. I refer youto the padiament. 

^iMi^leave yon, Fathets, in thisdUeiiK 
mi, ^Ihavt not room at (wefent to under- 
take tlifr neyt paflage of Lbssivs whidi 
sdatmo mvrder : but I propofe to do it. the 
fyjk of^wnwiity, as well at to treat of the ' 
feft w^tfaeir order. Neither (ball I take 
aoy notkeof your &lfe and fcanddous ad- 
vectflansots with which you finUb every im> 
poftutB-; J Ml reply to all that in another 
letter, in which 1 hope to lay open the very 
ibuicff of all your calunuuev. I really: pity 
yoU) FSitliers, for having fecourie tb fu^ 
nofetfadds} ibr the iQ' language you gi^efiip 
vW never dear up our difputes,. nor ihall your 
tfanati in any ibape divert me from defending 
xajlf^. You tbink that you have power aiid 
inipututy on yourfide } I think, I Jiave truth 
aid umoceoce on mine; It is a ftrange and 
lon^war when violence endeavours to opprefs 

' -• ^ * truth. 



Digitized by C3OOQ 16 



5^ L E T- T E R * XII. 

ttoth. All the efiorts which violence ean make 
Wai ncTcr he able to weaken truth/ but fa- 
ther invigorate and raife her to a more exalte* 
ed flatk>i\ : but the nioft confpicuous enter^ 
prifes of truth, infl^ead of ftopping the cur- 
rent of violence^ ferve only to encreafe it'» 
rapidity the moie. When force contends with 
Ibrcei the greater deftroys the lefs : when reai 
ions are oppofed to reafons, thofethat are true^ 
and convindng confound and diflipate thofe 
that are trifling, full of vanity, ind falfe. But 
force and truth can take no hold on each o-' 
ther. Yet let no one pretend, froni whkt I 
iaid lad, that they ha^e equal powers, <for 
there is this {Mxxligious difference be^eea 
them ; violence has only a temporal eduxlW 
limited by the command and providence ef ' 
God, who conducts all it's operiaitibni K> raifcf 
the glory of that truth it attacks : whereas 
truth fubfids for ever, and in ihe end muff 
triumph over faef enemies, becaufe (he is a^ 
eternal and powerful as Go d himielf. 



THE 
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TT THoever you are that have undertakeii 
',y y to defend the Jefiiks againft thofe 
Idtters^ which have fit dearly deteded the 
irregularity of their morals, it feems to me, 
^ Uiei-paiQs YQU take taaflift them, thatyoW 
arc very wej ^u^ted with their weak 
fide, and fin that refpeft .you fliew youij 
jiiidgment j-bftt if'you ever thought you could 
juAky themt.cjftedhjally, you are very inex- 
cuiable^ No, I have a better opinion of you j 
aod. periuaclp^ myielf that your only defigo 
was ^rtfollj tp divert the author of the letters 
/(Om Wfituag .wj more upon thofe fubj^db. 
«... But 
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But you are difappointod ia thattoo, andT' 
am highly deKghted, that die thirteenth le&^ 
ter, which b but juft come abroad, take^^ 
no notice of what you faid on the elei^^ 
abd twelfth, nor £6 jmtch is defigned e?en ft>' 
think of you at all : which makes itie hopth 
he will as little regard your other perfbrtn- 
ahces. i 

You muft not imagine, Sir, that he found 
any manner of difficulty to hit you. He diai 
has fought through all the Weapons againf^ 
Ae whole fociety, has little to fear from yotir 
fingle perfon. And you may be conrincedf 
of it, by the method I am juft nov going t<:^ 
take, to anfwer what you have written a^s^ifl!^ 
his twelfth letter. 

^ And firft of all, -good Sir, you may fccfep 
all your fcurrilities toyourfelf j I witt haw 
nothing to do with them. The author^ o^ 
the letters has promifed to ^ve you f uH (atifi 
fadion on that head, and I' do not doiiW 
f)ut he will b^ as good as his word, to youi^ 
Ihame and fbrrow. He will find' it no difi 
ficult tafk to cover with cdnftifion of fhae^- 
luch a weak fet of private perfons ias you axi£F 
your Jefuits betray yoqrfclves to be, who hf 
a criminal cQufpiracy ufurp thb authority of 
tjie ChurcJ)^ to treat whom you pleafe a^ he^ 

retics^ 
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iplS9(, whep \YW |ipd yoiiriclvcs tui;4>l^ tp an<if 

ODf^y^or 019ft p^^nicioifs maxims. For nxj, 
qiffp^^*jfsixt I:i(^ ccmfine myiclf lo fx^nfute tln^ 
^{^ ja03fices;,yott have employed to juiiify 
fitch idle caiulfls. > 

^.^Ixt us b^gv with the great Vasqjjes;.: 
Yoa have not made one tittle of anfwer to 
Krjtvit the ao^pr of the letters has brought to 
^ff his wicked dodrine relating to almsr 
fRW& T^ P^y charge the letter' writer,. 
^rfbsit at nuidom, with foar .falfitiea, fi 
fi^ich the firft is that, in a paflage qaot«^ 
cd from VAs<ui£2i(^ in the fixth letter, he 
Ind^cieft out thefe words, *' Statum quern li-^ 
V citi poffunt acqiiirere :" and had taken no 
notice of the accufation brought ag^ft him 
^^dcun^ 

^I}i^,yeryi^, Sir, by your implicit faith 
i^iff^ goqd fronds the Jefuits, that you 
v^4ly believed thofe words are aOually in th^ 
Il^l^c^ 4yiotcd by the author of the Letters. For. 
^ij^^ ^^ known that they are not ther^^ 
mnj^ wpuld father have condeninc^ thq Jefa* 
l^lqir accufiqg him falily, than been.furprifed 
^ ]^ .difregardiog their (illy objedtipns. But 
{ wquJldnot adyifeyou to trad them too far, 
if ^ycAi 40 jou will b^ often caught in a trap. 

r.,.'^ "^ ' ' Confiit 
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6i' 1* he laft latter fldfeiicled. 

eoAfoltthat paffagc of VaSc^e^, quotctf 
by the author^ with your bvTt eyes ) you Will 
fkid* it c. 4. n. 14. in his tt'datifb on Aims/ 
but I defy yoii to find any one of thofe w«rdy 
which arc faid to be fupprcHBd, arid 70a 
will be aftonifhed to fee them h6 where but: 
at the diflance of fifteen pages' bacll ffom ihe 
place. "' ' ' ' ' •" '" 

After this, 1 make no ddiibt but you wilf 
complain of thefe holy Fathers, and hot tHinfc ' 
it proper to accufe our author bf firpprdffihg 
thofe words of the paflage, for othcwife*ydu 
muft oblige hlmf to quote or tranfcribe fif(;Wtt^ 
pages in folio into a letter of ci^t pages Ih* 
quarto, in which' he ufually makes thirty or 
forty quotations : which in tnytlumhlc tpU*] 
nion would be very unreafonaUc. \ ' '' '^ ' 

All the ufe therefore that can be made '6^ 
the words is, to convidl yourieirof a for^Ay,^ 
without juftifying Vasquet: m the* leaft.^ 
That Jefuit is charged with defboyirig -tHii'^ 
precept of Jesus Christ, which obfi^ 
the rich to give alms out of their luperfloity,^ 
by maintaining, ** That what the ricH lay 
" up in order to aggrandifc themfelveS of^ 
" their relatbns cannot be called fuper^' 
*^ fluous, and that there is hardly any fiich 
•* thing amongft men, no, not even amongfl:' 
"• I , :: Kings- 
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*^ .K,i)Bgs." This cxyifcqucpcc^ " That there 
^^ is hardly any foperfluity la the world/' 
is v^tmim the duty of charity; for ni§n^ 
cpQcli^ding from, hence that they have no fa« 
pprflvi^ to fpitre, will oeyer believe that it is. 
tbi^ duty to part with any thing. If' ooi;. 
author of the Letters had drawn this'coofe^ 
^oeace^ you would have had fome fort oi;. 
p^ie^ce to fay, that it wa$ not contdned in 
thiSrnia^qm^ ** That what the rich lay op in 
^VQf4c^r tp aggrandife themfelves, or relations^ 
^',(aniQM>t be called fuperfluou$«" But hq 
finipd this confequence ready drawn to his 
hpd in VAsctyEz. It was iQVAsqjj£.z. 
tbikt he -read this..exprci3ion fo remote from 
the ^Hrit of the Goipel^ and the temper of a 
Qidfliao : ^^ That one can hardly find aAy 
*^.f«ch^ thiqg as fuperfluity amongft men, 
** no» not even amongft Kings/' It was in 
Va.s<uje2P tfiQ that he read this laft conclu*- 
fiQiyLOted in the twelfth letter. *^ A man is 
*V hardly .e^r .obliged to give alms, if he is 
^' not obligp4.tP do it but out of his fuper*^ 
^\ fM^/' And what is moft remarkable here 
is^ thjtt this .concluQop is at the very iame 
pkce with thefe words^ '^ Statum quern licitl 
•' poffunt iV^mrtre^* by which you pretend 
IQ dude the confequence. 

' It 
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It is in vain to cavil about the principIeV 
fiiice you are obliged to be filent upon the 
coilfequenoes, which are formally drawn by 
VASQUEzhimfelfy and are fufficient to ai^ 
nihilate the precept of Jesus Christ, as he 
has been accufed to have done. If, from his 
principle, Vasq^uez had drawn falfe con- 
dufions, he would have added an' error in 
judgment to an errof in morals, but diaC 
would not have made him a whit tnote intio* 
cent, nor the precept of Jesus Christ the 
lefs annihilated. But it will appear, by re« 
futihg the fecond filfity attributed to the au- 
thor of the Letters, that thefe wicked oon- 
fequences are regularly drawn from the widen- 
ed principle which Vasquez laid down in 
that very place ; fo that this Jefiiit has not Co 
mudi tranfgrefled the rules of logic, as he 
has the rules of the GofpeL 

This fecond ^Ifity which you fay he had 
diflembled, even after his own conviction, is, 
that the author of the Letters had omitted' 
fhefe words, '^ Statum quern Uciti poffiaU ac'^ 
^^ quirere^^* with a malidous and injurious 
deiign, to pervert father Vas<^ez's thought; 
and to draw this fcandalous eonclufion from 
it, ^^ A very ambitious man oui have noiii- 
*^ perfluity/' To which, Sir, I anfwer in a 

word. 
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mnd^ Uiefce. ii^¥»r was a more uw^ftfomblf 

«i:cu£tt¥Ni ; bt this coiif«iquence was nevcf 

faamplaiffc4 of even by.th? Jefuits themielvesi 

aivl yet, you rq)rQach oqr author of the lyet-*. 

ters/ for not aofv^rering aa objedUoh whjcl| 

)ms iMVer yet tjem nude to him. But )fyq(^ 

^tfiey (that in tbii particular) you have b^eg 

DtOTQ quick fighted thutrall the Jefuit€ pu( 

together^ it will be no hard matter. I hope^ 

Sir, to care you of a vanity fo injurious to 

that learned body. Vasqjxe? affcrts " That, 

.** what a man hoarda up in order to ag^ 

<< g^odife himfdif or his relations^ cannojlt 

*^ be caUed fuperiluous :" and does not thi^ 

oondufite. Sir, oeceflarily follow, that a very 

^mibttious man can have no fuperfluity ? Yofi 

jmaf take alfo, if you pleafe, .th$ conditior^ 

Jbt makes, (though not in the place you mea*- 

tion) to improve a fortune by lawful means, 

^yStatum qtum Hcitipefunt acquirer e'"^ That 

will not hinder the truth of the conclufion, 

tfaoQ^ your fuperior penetration condemns it 

V I allow, with you, Sir, there are fbm^ rich 
pavfiuia who may improve their fortunes by 
lawful means : and the good of the public 
.may fometimes juftify their inclination to dp 
it ; but th^ they ought not to have an eye 
Vol. II. F fo 
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(b mudi to their ovm honour, and their own 
intereft, as to the honour of God, and the in-» 
tcreft of the public. But it is rare, Tery rare, 
that the (pirit of Ch r i s t (without whom there 
is no pure intentbn) infpirei the rich of this 
work! with inch holy defires. Jesus Christ 
invites diem rather to get rid of that unneoei^ 
fary weight, which hinders their mounting up 
toward heaven ; and affrights diem with this 
fentence of his Gofpel, '' He that exaltitb 
'' bimfelfjhall be ahafedr Thus, die defitt 
which we fee in the greateft part of the world, 
to advance themfelves and their relations tt> 
an higher Aate, though by lawful means, is 
commonly nothing elDe but rank and earthlgr 
born covetoufnefs, or mere unbounded ambi^ 
tion. For it is a grois miftake, Sir, to think 
there is no ambition in afpiring to better yoi|r 
fortune, but only when you make ufe of anr- 
jufl methods to do it: St. Augustin cofli^ 
demns this error in his book on Padence, c, 
3 . his words are thefe : " The love of rich- 
'^ es . and the paflion for glory, are foOies 
^^ which the world thinks lawful : and ima- 
gine that avarice, ambition, luxury, pob* 
lie diverfions, &c. are innocent as loi^'as 
they do not make us fall into any aimem: 
diforder forbidden by the laws. 

Ambition 
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^. Audrftion ^Qofiife in defiriiijg. advaocemeot 
lioraMivBnceQMQI'ft f«kfi» anci'hoQoijr for ho- 
jMnr-5 ikke :. as araiice does in J^vinig ino* 
JM}^ fiir inoiie]r'Sr£U&e» If to the& yoo joJR 
fti^uft ineaiis» jfoa may ren4ei: th^m more 
Tchmnal, but by fabftituting lawful ixyms 
joKt^annot make them innocejfit«. 
o Now Va $ QjJBiP does not iay a word, of 
.tbpic oaib where fome honeft and worthy 
meamay be defirous to change their condi-* 
tbo^ and, (a& Cardinal Ca jetan fays) have 
a ^^ probable expe^ation to do it/' If he had^ 
he moA have been laughed at for concluding 
as he does^ that fuperfluity is feldom or ne- 
ver to be found: becaufe fuch extraor4inary 
eaiea^ which can happen but once or twice 
In a man's life ; and then only, to a very few 
:(wbQm God may be pleafed to aflure, that 
by rifing higher to ferve others, they (hall not 
Imrt themfelves)can never drain the rich bulk 
of mankind of all their fuperfluities. But 
Va^qjjbz fpeaks of a loofe unlinvted defire, 
.whoie girandeur and elevation will admit of 
ncr. bounds : for if bounds were once fet to 
^ambition^ the rich, from the very moment 
they arrived at them, would begin to accu- 
jnulate fiiperfluities. And in £hort, Vas- 

QJ7 £ z belkves that this defire is fo uni- 
Fa vcrfally 
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verially allowed of, that it prevents the rich 
A-om ever having any fuperfluities in their 
pof&flion. 

Now> Sir, I would fain make you fenfibic, 
if I could, that this eagemefs to aggrandife 
and pufti ourfclves forward in the world, 
though by means never fo lawful, ** adfta^ 
" turn quern licit e poffuntncqtdr en ^'' is what 
the author of the Letters calls by the name 
of ambition ; the name, which not only the 
Fathers of the Church, but all mankind call 
it by. He was not reduced to copy after one 
of the moft ufual fineiles of your quibling 
cafuifts who banifli the names of vices, but 
retain the vices themfelves under other appel- 
ktions. Admitting then that thefe worda 
*• Statum quern liciti poffunt acquirere*^ had 
aduaHy been in the paffage he quoted, he was 
under no neceffity of omitting them, to make 
thatpaflage criminal. It is from joining thofe 
words to this paiTage, that he has a right to 
ccMidcmn VAs<iUEz, becaufe according to 
his opinion, if you once arrive at ambidon it 
is impoflible you can have any fuperfluity i 
neither is he the firft that has made, this conr 
clufion from this doftrine. Mr. Du Val 
had done the fame thing before in very er- 
prefs terms, ir\ his attacks upon this pcrni- 

1 cious 
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cious maxim, torn, t. q, 8. p. 176. ^* It will 
** follow from hence, fays he, that whoever 
afpircs to any higher dignity, that is, who 
has a greater ambition, would never have 
any fuperfluity, though he had a great deal 
more than his preient iicuation required : 
Sequeretur^ eutn qui banc dignitatem cupe- 
** ret^feu qui MAjoRi jtMBmosE ducere^ 
'* Tc/R^ Baden Jo plurima fupra decent iam fui 
*' Jlatm^ non babiturum fuperflua.** 

You have then fuccccdcd but very ill. Sir, 
in the two firft falflioods you brought againft 
the author of the Letters. Let us fee if you 
are better grounded in your two others, which 
you accufe him of having been guilty of 
when he made his defence. The firfl is this, 
that the author of the Letter affirms, Vas- 
t^uEz does not require of the rich to give 
away any thing that may be neccflary to their 
own rank in the world. But this is eafily 
anfwered ; for I need only tell you plainly it 
h falfe, and that he fays quite the contrary : 
of which there needs no other proof than that 
Very paffitge which you produce but three 
lifafes after, where he tells you, that Vasqjjez 
**' does require of the rich to part with foipc- 
^' thing that may be neceffary for them* 
^ iekes, in certain cafes." 

E 3 Your 
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Your laft complaint is as unreafbuaMe as 
any of the former. The cafe is this. The au- 
thor of the Letters had objeded to two^de- 
cifions inVASQjJE2*s doftrine: one was^ 
** That the rich are not obliged either in juf- 
*' tice or charity to part with any of their 
" fupcrfluities, much lefs of their neceffit- 
*' ries, in any of the common exigencies of 
" the poor." The other was, " That they 
" are not obliged to part with what is necef- 
^* fary, but on fuch occafions as feldoih or 
** never happen/* When you found no an- 
swer to make to the firft of thefc decifions, 
(which is the worft of the two) what did you 
do then ? Why truly you join them both to- 
gether ; and making fome pitiful evafive 
comment on the laft, you would have it be- 
lieved, that you had anfwered both. * 

In order therefore to clear up, what yoii 
are willing defignedly to perplex, let me piit 
this queftion to youifelf. Is it not tme that 
Vasquez acquaints us, that the rich afe 
never obliged to ailift the poor in their com- 
mon neceftlties, either in juftice or charity, 
out of their fuperfluities or neceflaries f I^ 
not the author of the Letters proved it, by 
this exprefs paflage of Vasqjjez himfelf ? 
f^ ^o|iDupA teaches that if any m$n pofleT- 
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*' fes more than is fufEdent for himfelf, he 
^* i& obliged to give to fuch as lye under any 
*^ common diAre^i a fmall (hare at leaft^ if 
\^ k was but onfy as it w.ere in fome meafure 
^* to comply with the precept," (^zy take 
notice, the queftion here is, not tf he is obliged 
ekher in juftice or charity, but if he is oblig* 
ed at all.) Now let us fee what reply your 
cbampioQ Vasc^jez makes ; '* But I do not 
V like it, Jed hoc non placet^ for we have 
f* proved the contraryagainftCAjETAN and 
" Navarrb." 

: To this^ good Sir, you make no anfwer 

ftt all, but leave your fiends the Jefuits con* 

yided of an error io repugnant to the Gofpel. 

As to the fecond decifion of Vasqjjez, 

which is, that the rich are not obliged, out 

•f what is nece£&ry to their own (btion, to 

. j^ft the poor, but in ca&s which feldom or 

.never haj^n, the author of the Letters haa 

dearly proved it by enumerating the feveral 

opudiifonSj which this Jefuit infifts upon to 

-flW^^ ^ a duty, namely, *' To be certain 

^'t^^thftt the poor object in his urgent necefli* 

•'^ yfy will be relieved by no one but our- 

^\ £:lves i and, that this neceiilty threatens 

*/ jl^ either with lofs of life or reputation/' 

i(p then .demands if fuch miferablc cafes were 

V F 4 ^^^y 
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very common at Paris ^ Afid ki (ban preSed 
the Jefuitd home in the* following mao^ 
ner^ viZi Whilft Vasqjfbz permits the 
^r to roh the rich, in the fame circom- 
ftances that he obliges the rich to help thc^ 
poor, he mud either think thoie caie& to be' 
very uncomnran, or that it was common e4 
hough to allow of ftcaling. . What atafwer^ 
have you made' to that. Sir? You tbok ncJ ho-* 
tice of all thefc proofs, but contented your-J 
(elf with bringing three paflkgqs out of Vas^- 
QjJEz, who fays in the two fir ft, ^** that the 
** rich are obliged to help the poor in nrgeot 
*^ neceffitics/' This is exprefly granted by. 
the author of the Letters. But then, you 
take care not to mention his reftri(9ionSj, 
which confine charity to heceffitiss ib very 
j>reiring, that they feldom or rtcvc^ oblige 
a man to it, though that alone was the poiot 
in debate, ; i 

The third paflage fays no more than thisi* 
^fz. That the rich are not obliged to befiowa 
their charity in extreme neceflities briy, ftich 
as when a man is juft expiring, becaufe fuch. 
neceflities are too rare; from whence you con-f^ 
elude, that it is falfe to fay thofe octafionsare: 
very rare, in which Vasqjte^ obliges atbna 
to be |ivep% But what 9 Joke fe that,^ 8iri 

for 
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Ar!iK>i>&er« oDnclii£oh:cah be drawn, but 
thttfe.VA^t^Efis^oeB^nbt'fayih juft ibtnany 
tvcffids^n^fi That (he opportunities of doing 
^'--tditfity 80e very.rtre/' but he makes thofo 
^fij^rttimtiM Verjr nrrd iodeal, by the eondi^ 
tiens he pais upon th^m. . But in this he hat 
done no* more than fcdiow the example of his 
fodety;- ' • . 

-. Thdt Jofidit^s bafintfs wai to manage two 
things' ar otitt t fii^ft to fetisfy the riph, who 
are^iot over fond of ^giving frequent charities} 
and next the- Churchy which enjoins than 
fut df ' their foperfluity to do it very bfien. 
Ud WIS defti^us therefore^ after the exam^ 
pie of the fikniety, to ikdsfy every body t ih 
Vdach' he has fuoceeded Tery well : Jar- be 
ntqnirei x^ ont fide/ cbodliiohs whichiiap^ 
]pai fofiddom, that th& moil: covetous nodi 
cn^t to be pteafed with thsth, and-jon the 
Other^ takes away the word rare to pleaiie 
in 'fi^peaisance the Cborck; I do not want to 
JBiOfUr-^iteAiep Vasqtue^ cilts the opportu* 
iihieft 1ietkich« oblige us td alms-giving^ rarx 
m lib; f Nc4»ody ever accuibd him, that I 
^uxiW^ofy'rof ^lUng(thenl.^^ARx. No, no^ 
lierW6« Ido flrtftd a; Jefnitr to: call bad dltings 
bfthdr names $f tmt the qudftion is toknow^ 
if heha^AOK txMde^hem niLsiS^iad (tffiafto#- 
'-••^ . ally 

i 
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ally fo toa^ by the reftraints he has laid upoa 
them ? And this has been fo clearly proved 
^the author of the Letters» that you have no 
other anfwer to make bat this gf aeral one, 
which never faib you, viz. silbncx sod 

DISSIMULATION. 

As to vrhat you iay afterwards^ in praife 
of Vasqubz's fubtil genius, in giving £q 
many different fenfes to the words i^ecbs^ 
SARiEs, and SUPERFLUITIES, it is a mere 
dream. He never took them but in two 
fenfes, as all other divines have done* 

There are, according to him, things **ne- 
'* c B s s AR Y to your nature, and n e c b a- 
'^ SARYto yourftation, superfluous to 
<< your luture, and sOPBRFLuous to your 
<< STATION.'' But to render a tbmg iiipcF- 
fluous to one's flation, he tdls you, it louft oot 
only be fuperfluous to die prefent, but likjs^ 
wife to any other future drcumftances, dbat 
the rich may procure for themfelves or ibmt 
relations by legal means. So that accord- 
ing to Va s qjjbz, all that a man hoafda up» 
k order to exalt his condition, muft be culled 
barely necessary to his ftatioo^ »ui^b^ 
FLuous only to nature : nor is be obUgfxl 
$o give alms oat of it, but upon Certiain oc- 
fafioos^ which the autfaoc of .the Letters h|t$ 

proved 
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ptt^^ tt) be fe^ R AR fr, that they can fddoM 

As 10 the ooii^r^<m between Vas<2j/i^ 
ttdd Cajetan, I ne«d fay no more of ir, 
^Muci has been faki by the author of the Let^ 
ten. I will only remark by die by, that 
'^^ou do the fame injuftioe to the Card^l that 
«yott did to V A 8 Q.U B 2, when you aflerf, 
^ That contradiaing what he had faid in 
^* his book on alms-giving, he tells us in hii 
'*• Treatife of Indulgences, that, nottogivt 
'* what is' fuperfluous is no more dian a ve- 
" nial fin." Read him yourielf, I fay your- 
ifelf, good ^, and do not put fo much Con- 
fidence in any Jefuit dead or alive. You vnll 
^d that the Cardinal, in that very place, ex- 
|>refly teadies juft the contrary: for afto: (ay- 
:k% iJiat nothing but extreme neceffities, (un- 
der which he compriies the greateft part of 
-%liat Vasquez terms urgent) can make it a 
mortal fin, he adds, ** except you (hould 
^ have ibmething fuperfluous : SeclufJ fit- 
.«* ftrjltutati bomrum:* 
-' ' i now proceed, as you do too, to the doc- 
ttine bf fimony, The author of the Lettel^ 
I intended only to make it appear, that the 
^xiety of Jefttits maintain the following m«x- 
^^. f. e. ^ That it U no fimony in coufcionee 
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** to give fpirituals for temporals, provided 
** the temporal be nothing more than the 
** motive, though the principal one, and not 
** the price :*' And to prove it, he has tran- 
fcribed at length, in liis twelfth letter, the 
pafTage from Valentia, which fpeaks the 
thing fo plainly, that you do not know what 
anfwer to make to it ; no more than you do 
to Escobar, Erade Bill, and the reft 
of them, who all teach the fame thing. 
Shewing thefe authors to be of this opinion, 
18 fufficient proof that, according to the whole 
fociety who hold the dodrine of probability, 
ihis maxim muft be &fe in confcience, iince 
fo many grave authors have maintained 
it, aiid fo many grave provincials approved 
X)f iL 

As long therefore as you leave this opu 
nion (which is the fame with all the other 
Jcfuits) to fttnd in full force, as evidently 
you do, it is to little purpofe that you flick by 
Tannerus alone; even confefsyou can ne- 
ver hope to fubvert the defign of him yotx 
jittack, or juftify the errors of the fociety yOu 
defend. 

But to omit nothing. Sir, that may give 
you full fatisfadion on this head, I will main- 
tain to your £ice, that even your favourite 

Tannerus 
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Tanner U8 is agaiaft you. Fu-flof all, jroa 
cannot deny that he fays in general, ^^ Thcpe 
^^ is no iimony in confcience (in to mo con^ 
" ^cjfiArr/^^ to ^ivefpirituals for temporals, 
** when the temporal is nothing more than 
^^ the motive, (though the principal one) and 
** not the price/' And when he fays, it is 
no iimony in confcience, he means it is none, 
by either any divine or poiitive law. For 
what is iimony by poiitive law is iimony in 
confcience. This is the general rule, to which 
Tanner us brings one exception, viz. '* In 
^' caies that are expreily mentioned in law, it 
" ia a fimony by poiitive law, or a prefump* 
* * tive iimony." Now, as one exception can- 
not be fo exteniive as the rule, it muil ne- 
ceflarily follow that this general maxim, *^ It 
** is no fimony in confcience to give fpiritu^- 
^* als for temporals, when the temporal is 
*^ only the motive, and not the price," muft 
hold good ia fome fort of fpiritual things : and 
coofequendy, that there is fome fort of fpi* 
rituals, which may be given by pofitive la^ 
for temporals without fimony, by changing 
the word ** price, into the word motive* 

The author of the Letters has fpecified 
what fort of benefices he means, and has pitchr 
cdupon livings, to which alone he applied the 

doctrine 
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<U)drine of Valbntia and TANWEKile. 
But he ghres you free Ubertf to fubflatuteany 
iHihor ^, and to fay, that though living 
cannot be given for money, yet ecdefiaftioll 
jpreferments, and the Sacraments may. Hb 
thinks all thcfe things equally impious^ and 
leaves you to take your choice. Which yoii 
fe^n to have done, by infinuating that it is 
no fimony to fay mafs when the principal 
motive you have to do it^ is but merely for 
mcmey. 

This naturally follows, frc»n what you in- 
form us of the uiage of the Church at Paris. 
Tor if you had thought proper to fay no moiie 
than, that the faithful may offer tempore 
things, to thofe from whom they rebeiVe 
fpiritual things ; and that thofe who forve at 
the altar (hould live by the altar, you would 
have faid fomething indeed, which no oile 
difputes, but nothing at all to the queftton. 

The point in queftion is this : can a prieft, 
whofo principal motive in offering the hoiy 
'fiicrifice, is to take money, can he do it witb^ 
out being guilty of iimony in the eye of God? 
You may excufe him indeed by d^e dodruie 
of Tannerus, but can you do it by the 
principles of Chriftian piety ? Peter le 
Ckantre^ one of the ^reateft ornaments, 

of 
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of the Qiurch of Park (t^ '^ If.fiqioiiy is 

*^' Xa ibaineful aqd fo damoaUe in things: a||^ 
^^ pertainii;^ only to the Sacraments, -what 
*^ muft It be in the Sacraments themfelves ? 
^^ efpecially in the Holy Eucharift, where 
^* thebodyof Jbsus Christ, the origin and 
*' fountain of ail grace^ is entirely received?*' 
The good man goes on further, and {ky$^ 
^' Simon Magus, when St. Peter had 
^^ reje&ed him, might have faid, thou if^ 
^' buffeft me, but I will triumph over ibc% 
*^ and the whole body of the Church ; I will 
•^ fix the throne of my empire cm the very 
** akars } and while the Angels are preftat 
** at one comer of the altar to adore the bo» 
^^ dy of Jesus Christ, I will beprefent 
f^ at the other, and caufe the minifter of the 
'* altar, or my own rather, to form the bo* 
•* dyof Christ for money/' 

And yet, this fimony» which this holy 

man condemns fo feverely, coniifts in nothing 

bttC CUP101TY, which in the adminiibration 

-€xf 4>iritual things, has no other view bqt 

' the temporal gain ariiing from it. Which 

onalxs Mm £iy in general, c 25. ^^ That 

r ^' when the facred offices (which he calls 

'* the work of the right hand) are perform- 

^ ed for the lucre of money, they beget ii* 

^ mony : 
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" mony: Opusdesijjgrat^er^tumsaufdptcu^ 
" nia acquirenda parit Jimoniam.*' What 
would he then have faid, if he^had^eard of 
this horrible maxim fupported by ybur cafu^ 
ifts, and which you defend, " That a piieft 
*' may renounce all the fpirltual advantage 
'^ arifing from the Sacrament^ for a little 
•* money ?'* 

You fee, Sir, from hence, that if yoo 
liave nothing more to fay in defence of Tan- 
NBRUs, than this, you only ipake him guil- 
ty of a ftill greater impiety. Bvit you will 
never prove from him, that it is {Lmony by 
any pofitive law to beflow a living for mo- 
ney given by way of motive. For. ydh 
muft take notice, .Sir, if you pleiife, by. tbe 
by, that he does not (imply affirm, it tt> be 
iimony to give fpirituals for temporala by 
way of motive, and not by way of price'^ 
but he joins an alternative to it by faying.that 
it is *^ either a iimony by pofitive law, oca 
** prefumptive fimony/' Now.aprefumptijite 
fimony is no iimony in the eyes, of God, or 
blame-worthyin the court of con&ience. And 
therefdre .to fiiy, ;as Tanmerus docs, th^it 
is either a iimony by poiitive kw, or a prft<- 
fumptive fimony, is, in efedt, no mK>rf Jtbtti 
to fay ^ it either is, or i& not a iimony^ . ^ 

*You 
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. You fee now What Tannerus's cxcep« 
tion comes to : and the authcn* of the Let<^ 
ters had no occafion to mention it in his fixth^ 
^cauie without quoting any of Tannerus's 
own words, he only fays that Tannerus i$ 
of V alen t I a's opinion : but he has exprefly 
taken notice of it in his twelfth Letter^ p. 5^ 
L 36. and anfwered it too^ though you £alk^ 
ly accufe him for not having done it. 

It was to avoid the confufioo of all theft 
diftindions^ that the author of the Letters 
afkcd the Jefuits, ** Whether, according to 
•* their authors, it was fimony in confcience 
•* to give a living of two hundred pound per 
^^ arm. and take five hundred pound not as a 
" FRIGE but as a motive ?" And he prefl^ 
ed the Jefuits to give him a categorical an-» 
fwer without fo much as mentioning pofitive 
law; that is, without making uie a( fuch 
terms as the world knows nothing at all of i 
but not difrcgarding the law, as youj Sir^ 
contrary to all rules of grammar^ affirm ht 
has done* But however, out of your mere 
gobdnefs you have been pkafcd to give us 
this fatisfaftory anfwcr : ** That taking atvay 
.** the POSITIVE law, there would be no 
•* fimony ; as there would be no fin not to 
^* hear raafs of on holy-day, if the Church 
. Vol. IL O . •• had 
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?' had not oosiinanded it/* That isiofn^?^ 
it is adimooy becaufe the Chmx:h has.nsde 
it one, which without her pofitivc tnjuo&ums 
would have been indifferent. XJpoa whsch; 
I muft tell jiQU firft, yours is no anifwer to the 
queflbn. The author of the Letters wanted 
to knaw if it was fimony, ^^ according to 
*' the jefuitical authors he had quoted V] 
and you tell us^ of your own head, that it 
18 only a fimony of poGtive law. We do not 
vfsmt to know, good Sir, what your opiokHi 
iSy for it is of no authority. Do you pretend 
to be a oitAVE doctor ? for my part I do 
not think your tide quite clear. The quep 
tbn is, what Valentia, Tannerus; 
Sanchez, Escobar, and Erade Bijlle, 
think, who are indifputably grave. You 
muft anfwer according to their fentimenta« 
The author of the Letters affirms, that ac- 
cording to what thefe Jefuits fay» there C9A 
be no fimony of confcience in the caies above« 
As for Valentia, Sanchez, Escobar, 
and the reft of them, you give them up. You 
build a little indeed upon Tanner us, bat 
without any foundation, fb that after aU^ it 
remains evident that the fodety teachetb, 
that fpirituals may be given for temporals 
without ftmony in confcience, provided ^tb^ 
i J temporal 
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tmtpifni he nothing lAore than the principal 
jBuntt^Ci landndt fbcprioe. Which wus aU 
tMsdctofunded. 

4a ^he feeond place Imufttell ydu» tiid 
'Itii^bftaib it toOj that your anfwtr contains on 
Ii6lt^)le impiety. What, Sir, have yoa the 
^jtt to dffirnij thit "were it not for the 
iafw^'Of fhe <Church> 'there wouU be no fi- 
|6<^«o)>»rdh&fe ecclefiaflic^ preferments fay 
'Itidi a vile fetoh of the Intentitiii ? And thdt 
^t^isvfi'lhb etitotk weit made agaimft Amoafi 
kmk IstiffMto buy theiti^ if the money was 
mt inkSkoned as 'the ^rke i And dare thus talc 
fefi fffeTER with temei»iiy, for eondemnbg 
SiiMOK M'A^trs in fuch« ftrong au^orkatkfe 
BibiMierifinoe "it does not appear that the nA- 
gieian oSeetA 'his money more by way of «t 
l>tlee, <difl6 off a motive ? 

To whtit ibhool win yoiu fend tis to leatti 
AH^ dD<%nne ? Not to that o»f Jksvs Chkist^ 
f^^ «l#tfjr8 dbfnmanded his diibiples, **ia8 
^.*^^htfjr had received freely, to give freely j" 
Whtreby he excludes, as Pet ex 'leCk.A))- 
t>«fe remarks, Itt V^rb. abbr. c; 36. " ail 
*" eitpeaadoih of prefents or Alices, whe- 
'^^^r by compat^ or otherwift : becaufe 
<« Oqo ieeth the heart." Neither iian you 
ftild iis-to^the fchool of .the Church, £»r (he 
G 2 trealk. 
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$4 ISifclaft LETT Eft defi^df^cL 
tKatt all tboffe that employ! ni9|i^'jt6)9btaitt 

but HERETICS^ aiMi calls this trafik; ifAUft4 
ate it how yoa will, not only a vidtlktiob Of 
one of her "pofitive laws, but iaa Hl»«$y; 
^ SiiMmacam barejim.^* ;v-r *' 

'^ The ichool then, where thele maj^uK ate 
learned, that it is but a fimony of^>p(ifitife 
law, or, but a prefumptive one, or ixofc ttt 
tdl, to give nx>ney fi>r a Hvii^, as die>a)ad^ 
and not the price, can be no other thbo/ the 
fchool of Gehazi and Simon M^i^ocus: 
in which fchool alone, thcie two firft joKbers 
in holy thmgs muft be deemed in9oeeni:,i»]k> 
Hare execrable all the world over beiid)!s &i:ttd 
where cupidity, left to it's own deftresy^md 
powerful bia&, is taught to elude thaiaws 
of Goo by changing of a tarm, wittchi eus- 
not change the nature of the thmg. i j:. 
But let the difciples of this fchool attftad 
to what that great Pope Innocent iheihiol 
writes in a letter to the ArchbifliQpofiQao* 
terbury, in the year i.i 99, where hdmll^^ 
thunder againft the damnable fubtikif^ of 
fuch, ^^ who, being blinded by the defire bf 
*^ gain, pretend to palliate fimony under a 
/' fpecious name : Simoma^j^bM^m^ 
<' mine pailiant. As if dianging the name 

" could 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 



^ itdirid chpn^ the vatart ti-dacdbaatj cr 

^' Ihe panifhaient that is doe to ki*' Ait^ iays 

fae£atrtber; ^' Gob is n<^ to be mociccd^ am} 

^ flumld tfaele Mbwers of Simon Magits^ 

**. mead in ^i$ life the chaftifement th^ de^ 

^^ ferve, they will not be able in the other to 

^^ : efcape that eternal jpnniihment which God 

f^ isas re&nred in fiore for fuch ofienders^ 

f* finoe the fpecioafiiefs of the name will 

^ tMver palliate the malignity of the fin, nor 

'^^ wfll difguifing a name render the thing inf* 

*^ Jiocent: Nee vox poterit abokre reatumy 

'^ Your laft point. Sir, is upon bankruptcy. 

'And here again I muft admire your afiiirance. 

The fefuits, whofe advocate you are, had 

jrery: intptoperly thrown the queflion of £s<- 

isoBAJt lipon Less I us. For the author of 

die Lfctters quoted Lbssius only from Es« 

CO BAR> authority, and charged Escobar 

jAoisa widi the doArine which the Jefuits 

.oodkecfi) much Roife about, vix. That bank- 

-capts^m^ retain eii^s enough to live in a 

^^ifedieel way^ *' though thefe effedts were 

: 1' ^gdftttl by injuftice, and crimes notorious 

;5«eiiibidltheworld;* 

^ -^ktis Ukewife on Escobar's account only 
-'^lat far prefibs the Jefuits either publicly to 
t;:di(bwiithiimaxiin, or publicly avow it; if 
biu:;;? ** G 3 the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 T^ht laH tk T T E I defendedl 

the latter, he* appeals to the. parUaooent jPrajF? 
igrhat anfwer hayc jqa txj that? Why; yo» 
tell me that Ls^sius isnpt of the lame' of 
pinion, with Escobar. I have nothing tof^ 
do with Lessi us or bi& c^inipn ; mf bujiiieiii 
19 with EspoB ar's opinion and his onljr.* 

What ! do you think to aqfwer queftion% 
by only changing thcna ? Pray, Sir, do not 
pretend to put me off fo. You (hall anfwer 
me about Escobar, before I come to Les^ 
SI us« Not that I refufe to do it : ibr I give 
you my word «nd honour to exfisln L£i9A- 
us's do(5trine upon bankruptcy to a tittle^ 
which I am pretty well aifiired will fhock the 
Parliament as much as it has done the Sor* 
bonne. And this promife, if it pleafe Goi^^ 
I will certainly fulfil : but firft you fhalji an* 
fwer the point in debate relating lp Escobar* 
Before you proceed tx> any friifh queiUqn,l| 
will haye a £iti$fadory precife anfwer U> t^. 
Escobar ^s firfl: ypon roll,, and ihaU.kwf^ 
the precedence in fpite of all your CTafioof* 
And then I give you my word to. aofw^ 
|-»E ss I u s very fpon afterwards. 



t^ E Tt 
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T O T H E 

feev. the JESUIT S, 



Paris, Sept. 30. x6s6. 



Rev. Fathers, 



IH&ve latelj feen your laft performance, iii 
miiich you go on with your inipofluits 
'& &r as the twentieth, declaring you there 
put the fmiihing hand to that fort of accu- 
&don which 3^our firft part confided of, and 
fo come to the feccmd, in which you will 
make ufe of a new method for your defence, 
by ihewing that there are numbers of other 
cafuifls befides thofe of your fociety, who 
are as difibbite in their morals, and as relax- 

G4 «i 
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c4 in poIn( of difciplinc ^s y«oo>ar€« . B^.^l^!: 
Lean xiow difoover. Fathers, bow maiSjr.'ioM: 
poflures I am to give myanfwers to; a^d^o0lr^ 
the fourth^ at which we (lopped, ts upon the 
fubjedl of homicide, it will be very propfcr thai., 
at the fame time I anfwer that, I (hotM iU 
fq anfwer the eleventh, thirteenth, fourtec&tb, >. 
fifteenth, fixteeqth, ieventeeqth, and dgh«^; 
teenth, which are all upon the fame fub^^: 
too. , I ihall then, in this letter, juftify di«^ 
ilfi^ regard I b^ve bad to truth in my c)iKK* 
tations, which you have mifreprefentcd, jand^'^ 
imputed to me as fo many fal/hoods. Bot ^ifc-'* 
caufe you have had the amazing aifurgn^j Ih; ^ 
whft you publi{h?d to affert, " Tbattbeli 
*\ fentimerits of your authors upon murdoeM 
"are conformable to the decifioM ^af ihor' 
" Popes and ecclefiaftical laws,*' you lay we. . 
un^er the ncccflity of refuting, in my (o\Ui^^. 
ing letter, a propofition fo very rafli in ttieif^?{ 
and fo unjuftifiably injurious to the Chwch.^' 
It is a matter of great confequence to make^" 
it appear that fhe is untainted by, an4 firee*' 
from your corruptions, for otherwife jbetHe-^' 
rctics may make their own ufe of youc-abaiid:^ 
doned errors, and draw confequenccs^^/ecRnhi 
them to her high diflionour. For this r^(%>/ 
in order. 19 difcovcr what ought .to -be aMOid^>> 

ed, 
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cd^ta]i8whac^to«l!t'lbHo^^ i** ihuft, od]^ 
tkcr^one fide, ttkea Vkw of yoorpernicfous' 
muAik;' and^ oa fbe other, of dbe canons^ 
o^rithe^itrch wluch hare at all times con* ' 

-•¥oor fbuttfa impoftdre is employed about' 
a ffanoti relating to murder, whidiyoupre- 
tfBoA thk^ falfidy aicribed to Lessius. It 
is^thi^i *' He who has received a box <xi the 
^%%ltr may porfue his enemy upon the fpot, 
^^ r«id even ftrike him vnth the fword, not 
^'t oat of revimge, but as a reparation of his ' 
^^'iibttoar.^ Now you (ay that this is the 
cafblft Vi CTOR I A's opinion. But this is not 
thtf fiib^ed in difpute. For there Is no incon- 
fiftxmcy b faying, that it is the fame opinion 
bodtof VicTORiAandof Lessius, finceLss- 
stvs Idmfelf fays, it is the fame with that 
of 'NAVAftRE's, and your own father Hen- 
Rii^t*lt2:'s who affirm, " That he who has 
*^ ffewived a box on the car may purfue his 
^^'^lilan upon the ipot, and give him as ma- 
^*'>rif ftrokes as he fhould judge ncceflkry, for 
•'-thfe r^pai^tion of his honour/' The qucf- 
dafi' then is only to know if Lessius joint 
inribeffaoite fentiments with thefe authors, asf 
wdM» his comrade Victoria does : and 
Ibf^ this f«afi}n yofr add, '' That Less-ius 

" only 
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'< only me];itions^ this opinioki. that he xitt 
^^ fute it, but thfi^ I aicribe a fenthnent la 
** hirn which he only ajl^lgcs on purpoie tx> 
^ of^fc it,. 1o^ that I have committed tfatt 
*^ moft ihameful, and bafeft adion: a wnter 
*• C$91 poflibly be gpiilty of." Now I will 
m^intainit;! Fathers^ that he only mentions it 
itpith a defigp tq f dlow. and approve of it; 

Tbir ifi 9 qopftion of &A which it wiii'be 
yqry/ eafy to decide. Now let us fee how> 
jgcw prove wha;!^ ypitaileti;, aod you (hall aF-- 
terwafd$ fee how I pipovei what I. aiTeit. Yoa^ 
Uy^ ta (hew that LKSfiiusr* isnot of that opiw- 
1)109, that he condemns the prafStiee of it, and. 
to provethis, you dtQ a.pajSage out of * him, 
li 2. c. 9, n. 82. where he ha$ thefe wonds, 
^5 I. condemn the practice of. it/* I agree: 
that if thofe words are looked for in LEssicrlb. 
ati number 82, the place you cite them from, 
th^y wiU there be founds But what muft 
y^ fity, Fathers, when we find at* the fame 
time that he difcufies a queftion in that very 
plaice quite different from that we aretalkinr 
of^ apd the opinion, the pradiice of whicn^ 
he condcmns^i^ that place, is in no re^xid^ 
the ikmc with that we are now upon, but ^ 
fasv>tc from it as can. poffibly be imagined ? 
However to clear up this poipt^- let us turn 

to 
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ti^ikifi purt of thit book where the very paf« 
f^ tf which you refer to s for there, we ihali. 
jg^4 all the thread of the difcoarie to thi$ pur* 
Bftfe^ He puts the qucftion^ " Whether vw 
-*5 Q)ay murder for having received a hox. on. 
f* ibfi ear«'' at n. 79, and he oonclqdes it 
9f: number 80^ without mentioniqg all this 
Virhile ooe iyUable of condemnatiou. Haviog 
4niihed. this queftion he begins a new one, 
j^rticle 81. " Whether one may murder fof 
f^ opprobrious llander ?" And it is upon this, 
jg^oeftion that he mentions^ at n. 82. the wry 
words you have quoted from hino, viz^. ^' I, 
V condemn the pradicc of it/' 

Qught you not then to blufb, Fathers^ at fb 
J^ai^ful a behaviour, in daring to introduce. 
^io£c very words, in hopes of making mankind 
jbpUeve^thatLEssi us condemns the opinion of 
l^^g any. one for a box on the ea^ ? Ought 
yff^ not to be in confufion, as you have 
^jpfjpHight no other fingle fort of proof than 
thl^ juft mentioned, to triumph as you do in 
the following words^?^ ^^ Many diflinguiihed 
f^. iperfpns of undoubted charader at Paris, 
jbaye already difcqvered tjiis flagrant falfity 
j^their r^^ading lii^ s.s i us, and from henc6 
are taught ^hat fort of credit ought to h» 
givciji to tlv« ilandc^er/'* 
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How, Fathers, is it tlius yoa abufe thccbti-i * 
fidence placed in you, by perfons of fudi ^fiP 
finftion ? To let them be convinced tfiat Lks^^ 
81 us does not fupport foch a particutif bpfr^ 
nion^ you open the book, for them in a partf 
of it where he condemns an opinion of ano-^ 
dier nature ; and as theie perfons do not inr 
Ac leaft fufpeft your veracity, or, have St iii? 
tiheir thoughts to examine whether that pla<^ 
has any relation to the quedioo in debate, yotf 
make ufe of the opportunity to abufe thtit 
credulity. I am perfuaded. Fathers, that ti^ 
Hvard off (b fcandalous an untruth, yoa haVtt 
recourfe to your doctrine of equivocak, and 
that as you read this paflage out Atotrd^ 
you fay SOFTLY this opinion belongs toano^ 
ther fubjeffc. But I do not know if ths ni^ 
fon, though it may be a fufficient one for 
fatisfying your confciences, wiU be a fuflkn 
cnt one for fatisfying the juft cpmplkidts thefe 
perfons of diftinftion have againft you, vrheh 
they come to find you have been playing yow 
tricks, and grofly impofing upon them. - 

Make ufe of your utmoft endeavours. Fa- 
thers, to preven!*their feeing my letters,* fee- 
caufe it is the only way you have left* to 
maintain your credit with them a Httle while 
longer. I make a quite difierent nfe cf ybisr 

letters. 
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letls^ I 4irppr|e tbeni aiuongft 9U my 
£1^^^. oad ihould bo delighted to ice thctn 
ia tJbft hands of ever/ body* I beUevc wo 
ii^4 00 boxh fides fufficient reaioDS for what 
^.4o : for in fbort^ though you have pub« 
Uflied tbi& fourth impofture in fo fplendid and 
pQoipous a manner^ you will be iadlydiT^ 
gp^<jed /hould it be found out that you havn 
fojfied in one paffi^e for another. Mankind 
BHifteafilyjudge^ that could you have oaet 
^ith what you wanted in the very place where 
^$friu8 particularly treated on that fubjed^ 
yp]^ V^ould not have hunted after it aiqr wher^ 
fK^ ; and that you only fleered your courfo 
another way, becaufe you (aw nothing foir 
yowr jMirpofe in the road you was in. You 
waf rafolved that Lessi us fhould aothorife 
^at you afiert in your Impofture, p. i o, L 
j(^T ** That he does not allow this opinioo 
of- tQ be probable in fpcculation :" whereas 
Ji^ftfiius exprefly (ays in his condufion^ n. 
:^o# *^ This opinion, that one may murder 
'* for a box on the ear, is probable in fpecUf* 
»^^ : lation." Is not this word for word a plain 
.GQlitradi£tion to your ailcrtion ? Who can fiiif- 
(^cienfly admire with what a modeft afifurance 
;>yott,fct forth the quite contrary to a truth of 
ify&, and that too in the very fame terms that 

make 
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mike agairift yon ? So that as you'concliicfe^ 
1>y your ftrppofititious paflagtf, ^hat Less itr< 
tvas'npt 6f that opinion, Lessius on the 
tohtrary concludes extremely well, ,by 'Ms 
own authentic paflage, that he Is of that opi- 
nion. Vou was felicitous too^ that Lessius 
niight be brought in to fay^ ** That he con- 
*' dcmns the pradtice of it/' and yet, las I 
have ah^eady fhewn, there is not one 'firiglc 
fylJable of condemnation in that vcfry place ^ 
but this is what he fays: " I think one ought 
** uot EASILY to permit the praflfice of it. 
** Iti praxi non videtur rjtciLis' fbrmit^ 
^* n£Nj>Ay Is that the proper language of 
a man who condemns a maxim? WouM 
you fay. Fathers, that one ought not east- 
XY TO l»ERMiT the pra<9icc of adultery or 
inceft ? Ought one not rather on the contrary 
to conclude, that the praftice, though rare-a 
ly, may fometimes even be permitted, fihc6 
'Lfssius fays no more than that the pra6Eice 
Ought 'not to be easily permitted; and as 
if he was defirous to teach every body when 
h ought to be permitted, and fo to removd 
all fcruples from exceptious people, that might 
(irifeafonably give them great uneafihefs, ii 
they might not know upon what occaiiona 
they were permitted to murder according ttt 

thtf 
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Ao rules of ^nfUce^. he has :takeii care tb 
goipt out io them wlxat they: ought to moid 
ji^-pnu^ng this do&ine according to con^ 
^ii^ce : pray hear him. Fathers, ^* methinlDs 
(iays he) one ought not £ a six y to per- 
mit it, BECAUSE of the danger there ig 
^^ that one may be aOudted by the Xpifit 
** of hatited, or revenge, or be too ndiuch 
^\ traoiported, or left it fhpuld occdfioti too 
*^ many murders." So that it is very evident, 
4Uf€ording to Less i u s, that murder is entiro- 
ly permitted, and in praifiice, if one avoids 
•die.abovementioned inoonveniencies, that is to 
«6iy, if one.can do it without being exdted to 
-it by 'hatied or revenge, and fo circumfianc- 
cd that it does not draw on too many murders. 
S|ball I give you an eiotmpfe to this purpoie, 
Eathers ? I will ^ive you one of a very new 
date. It is that of die box on the ear at 
Compiegne. For you muft own that he who 
received it has given fuffident proof by his be- 
Jttviour upon it, how great a mailer he was of 
the emotions proceeding from hatred and re« 
n^ngc He then had nothing to fS»tr exfjept 
thexmkiog himfelf the inftrument for Qoln- 
Qiitting/too many murders: and you know^ 
J^tbbrs, Jt is fo very rare a cafe for Jefuits to 
^e boxes, on the ear to officers of the King's 

houfliold. 
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hoiiihQld^ that dicre wtt no reafen t6-ftar n 
inoider on that account would of coiiieqtt^^ 
•he the occafion of a groat many more mur^ 
ders : fi> that you cannot deny bat that dbe 
Jefiiit nii^t bive been difpatcfaed vMi a 
&& confcience^ and, that the peribn affiMit^ 
might in this cafe havepotin pradice the doc- 
trine of Lbssius : and pcrluips. Fathers^ ht 
•would have pradifed it too had he been wdtl 
tutored in your fchool, and had he been tuight 
by Escobar^ ^^ That a perfon receiving a 
*^ box on the ear is reputed to have Ibrftited 
<< his honour until he has murdered the per^ 
^* fon who gave it him.** But yoo have ht^ 
ficient reafon to believe, that his havmg re^ 
ceived quite contrary inftrudions to yobrs 
from a curate, no very great favourite wkk 
you, did not a little contribute cm tlw occii- 
fion to the fiiving of a Jefuit's life. So liMt 
' let us hear no more of what inconvenieociis 
may be avoided in fo many rencounters, with- 
out wiiich obftaclcs murder is fuUy lioenfed 
by Lessios to be put in practice. This is 
what your authors cited by EscoBAJt fame 
plainly acknowledged as he himielf ihawslft 
his treatife called the '' PraOice of Hoiial- 
*^ dde, according to the rules of joat £»- 
^^ dety. Is it allowed (lays he) to nsordtr 
- •' th« 
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^*^ Ap^P&Au who giws jKHk a bc^ (m the 'ear* 
^*5. litMsiys iayi^ k/is allowed of m ipecuk* 

-^ lictti bill that «fie eughtnot to adviiieit 
^^ ii]^:prii3icCy itm ctmfulendum in praxi^ 
/V,0ft account of the danger reiulting from 
A* hatKxl^ or from murders prejudicial to 

^ .the State, wUch it might occafictti. But 

" TJI* OTBBIt AUTHORS HAVE ]}£CJD«« 
fi EB^THAT IF THESE INCONVEiJIENOM 
f^ CAN BE AVOIDED IT IS ALLOWEI^ 

y aj^ AND SAFE IN PRACTICE: Lt prax$ 
f* pnkBb^emet tuUunjudicarurttHsNKi^zs^ 
^-'3t<^" See how opinions by Utde and little 
jMJ^aMB themtielves, till they arrive to the 
h^heft pinnacle of probability ; for even ta 
ib. great a h^ht have you carried the opinioa 
2 have juft mentioned, by allowing it, in ihort^ 
wilhoirt any kind of diflindion either in fpe-- 
Wfation, or in pradice, in thefe following 
MriM* '^ On receiving a. box on the ear it is 
** allowed to give a Aroke of a fword, not 
?^ by way of revenge, but for the prefcrva- 
.^ '41011' of one's honour/' Your Fathers 
$Mght the iame do<^rine at Caen, in 1 644, 
m ^tliair public writings which the univerii^^ 
tt^^.hSA before, the Parliament, in their thir4 
oquisft againft the doftrine of Homicide^ 

^^:You. Ih H Obferva 
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-Obferve ^therefore, I^thert/>l»t3KttlrTciefcy^ 
authors them fclvw difttoy * M^ idte 4iflBne;» [ 
tSm of lpecuialk)» iind ptBiSklce, isfiv^ tte^. 
Univerfity treated as only a fubjed forirldhc 
cule^ the invention of which is a kct&t 'in 
yovtr politics, that is praife worthy ta'diibif^^ 
ver: for betides the necefiicy for bringiog>]t> 
to light in order to difplay your i j', r 6, xf^ 
^d 1 8 Impoftures, it is always highly proper 
to difcover by degrees the principles of yonr 
niyfterious policy. : v :>.^/, 

r Whenever you have undertaken t0 dbeldf 
cafes of confeience in a favourable, coofibnci^'^ 
iiig, agreeable manner, you have foand -Ibnjer 
of them that affedted religion only^ Mith» 
queftions concerning contrition, penitenite^' 
the love of God, and all thofe wbichf«dFt<ar 
only the interior parts of conA:ienGes; ^Sor 
you have met with other cafes where^flbv 
State is intereftedas well as Religion, M thdfe 
about ufiiry, banlcruptcyr, homicide,: and: o^* 
thers of the fame kind. And it is^ ^'^thJi^ 
affliaivelyfcnfible to the^ vvho-have a^fisNCKi 
a£&^on for the Church, to fee on mmSkniM 
number of occalions^ where you 'hav^ hMt 
Religion only to conteft . with^ it^ not: being 
here thit God fo vi^lyftxtftfr his- j«[(Mcej 
hoW you^ • have fubvcrtcd ;thc ^ lavw -^ritoOt 
*'^ - "^ . cither 
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cfdmr.fimr,^ rtTecv^ PC diftin£tioQ». as it ii 
pbthfyilo be fecrtr ip ycur coofideat and &cl*^ 
haMyrbpimona profiounced ag^tinil penitei^ce^ 
and;th&ioTe of G.oB« 

. Bit in thoie opinions where ReligtoA aaxL. 
theJStiite are concerned you have divided yput , 
dttc^OQS^ and formed two queAion$ on tbefe 
iprtsof ibbjedlst you ca^U one the qyeftioB of 
ssBci^LATiON, in which as you take inta 
conildecation the crimes by themfelves^ not 
as they regard the interefl: of the State, but on<* 
Ijraa-diey regard the law of GoD| which fbr« 
bidb tfacm $ fo without any heiitation you have 
idhraied of them, though they entirely fub« 
icott the law pf Cod^ which condemns them; 
yoncait the other the queftion of practice^ 
ialroattog of which as you confider the de** 
tsittent |:he. State might receive^ together 
with : the prefence of the magiftratea too^ 
Yiibdt Ytiatchfuily maintain the public fafety. } 
forjtott; do not always approve of thofe mur- 
^9;:and thofe crimes in pradicci which 
however, you can allow of in fpeculation ) 
tbieMafon of which is, that you may jfkreen 
yeur&lvfis. from the authority of the judges^ 
^liM$ for example, upon the queftion whether 
iftisr^rmitted to m^rdrr for opprobrious flan« 
d0rik)g^4ai%V>ge, ypur authors^ FiLiuTiva 
Ha 1a 
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in tn 29. cap^ 3. numb. 52. Regikaldui, 
L 2 1 . cap. 5. numb. 62, and the red of them 
all anfwcr, ^' It is allowable in fpeculation : 
" Ex proAaiili offimone licet. But I do iwt 
^^ allow of it in praftice on account of the 
^^ great number of murders it would occafion^ 
*^ and which would injure the State^ if one 
'^ was to murder all the back-biters ; and 
** befides juftice would punifh thofe who 
^* murdered on this account/' By this way 
of gping on^ your opinions begin to ihew 
themfelves under fuch a fort of didindion as 
affords you an expedient to deftroy ReligioQ 
alone, without hitherto giving any feniiUt 
wound to the State. By this means you flat^ 
ter yourfdves that you are in perfedt iecu^ 
rity. For you imagine that the credit yoi| 
have with the Church will prevent her pur 
niOiing your violent attacks upon truth/ and 
that the precautions, you make ufe of,, not to 
fuffer thofe permiflions to be too easily put 
in praftice, will fkreen you on the fide of 
the magiftrates, who not being judges in cafci 
of confcience have not properly any bufineia 
but with exterior practice only. So that an 
opinion, which would be condemned under 
the name of praftice, makes it's appearance 
with all fecurity under the name of fpipcuW 
' • » tion* 
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tJon, • Btit after having folidly fixed this ha- 
fis yoa can eafily fuperftruft the remainder 
of your maxims. The diftancc was infinite • 
between the prohibition God ordained againft 
ttrardcr and thefpeculative permiffion your 
authors have thought proper to countenance 
It by. But the diftancc between this pertnif- 
fion and the pradiceof it is hardly perceptible. 
There now remains nothing elfe but to (hew 
that what is permitted in fpeculation is fo too 
in praAice. And here we fhall be at no lofs for 
teafons enough. You have brought to light 
a great many in cafes of greater difficulty. 
Have you a mind to fee. Fathers, by what 
means this is to be got at ? Follow E s c a- 
"bar's method of reafoning, he has clearly 
decided the qucftion in the firft of his fix 
tomes of his great Moral Divinity, which 
work I have already mentioned to you, where 
frie fhews himfelf enlightened in a quite dif- 
.irrcnt manner from what he is in the collec- 
tion he made from your four and twenty el* 
tiers : for though he was of opinion at that 
time that there might be probable opinions in 
fpeculatiofi, which might not be fafc ones in 
pradHce, he has fincc adhered to the quite 
contrary way of thinking, and has ftrongfy 
cftablilhed it in his laft performance. So great 
H 3 aa 
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in chcrcafe has the doftrine of prdbabilitv m 

^ general received hy. the favour of *tifnfe;/^as 

^ well as each probable opinion in pafticular. 

^ Liften to him then in his prolog, n. 15. ** I 

., " do not apprehend (fays he) how It^ is 

' *^ pofliblc that what is permitted in fpectiU* 

**V tion (hould not be fo too in practice,. 'fincc 

. ** what can be accomplilhed in prdftic^ '^e- 

** pcnds upon what is permitted in fpccu* 

. ** iation, and both thefe things but' differ 

** only from one another as the effeft flif- 

•* fers from the caufe. For it is fpeCu- 

•* lation that determines afticn. Fk'6M 

*' WHENCE IT FOLLOWS THAT OSEWkr 
" WITH A SAFE CON SCIENCE Pl/iVuE 
** IN PRACTICE THE PROBABLE Opikl- 

*• ONS IN speculation: and even with 
*• greater fecurity too than one can thofc 
•* which have not been fo throughly exailiin- 
*^ cd by (peculation." 

Really, Fathers, this Escobar of yours 
reafons very well fometimes : and indeed 
there is fuch a connexion between f^Cula- 
tion and practice, that when the one has taken 
root you make no difficulty in letting the either 
grow up undifguifed. This has plainly ap- 
peared by the permiffipn to murder for a box 
on the ear, which has from only limplc fpe- 

culation 
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, cx^f^tpn beet) boldly carried forward by Le s« 
^ slys ,Tnto praAIcc, ^* that one ought not 

.*^,.iAsiLY to. grant," and from thence by 
J Escobar ** into easy pradticc :" from 
,; ^ich iituation' your Fathers at Caen, as I 
- -.^aWr^lrcady (hewn you, have brought i^ . to 
^,. Income a full permiflion without any dif- 

^.lUQdtipn at all between theory and pradlice. 

,:/Thus it happens that by fmall degrees 
.•;yoain[>provc the growth of your opinions; 

^ Jf ;tt«y appeared fo exccflively extravagant 

j.jfJl.at once th?y would create too much hor- 
_ ror^ but by this flow and infenfible progrefs 
. ;thpy gently accuftom people to receive them, 
. . ,and remove all offence : and thus the permif- 
, fiqn.. to nxurder, fo odious to both the Church 
^. ^cj..the Stilte, firft introduces itfelf into the 
^^y.^urcb, and from the Church afterwards in- 

^r.'ii?^.^^ State . 

- The opinion ^bout murder in the cafe of 

,,,, (lander has met with equal fuccefs : for that 

. ._. has now obtained the fame permiffion with- 

^(, put .admitting of any dilHndtion. And here 

^.^..Ld^Quld not have flopped to quote the pai- 

, iages of your Fathers to you, had thelii quo- 

^,. ^tipns not beca neceflary in order to Jaih the 

.J,ta(furaricc you have betrayed by twice aifcrt- 

^,^.,jiogjip .your fifteenth Importure, p, 26, and 
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3p, " Th?Lt there is not one (iogle Jcfnlt] 
•^ who permits murder for flander/'. WheA^ 
you ai&rt any thing like thi^ you ihouldlie^^ 
cautious, Fathers, by presenting me kcm * 
feeing it^becaufe it is Co eafy for me to aofwer > 
it. For not only your Fathers, ReoinaI'* ' 
DiTs, FiLiuTius, &€• have permitted it4n • 
fpeculation, as I have already told you, oat t 
only from thence Escobar's principle lea^f :• 
us in all fafety to the prai9;ice, but I ChaU go , 
farther, and aflure you that you have marty 
authors who liave permitted it in fo many.ex^ ' 
prefs terms, and amongft others father Hk^ , 
]t£AU in his public lectures, in confequenoi , 
of which the King ordered him into ooa* * 
finement in your houfe for having taught^ ; 
amongft many other errors, *' That when.; 
*' he who traduces us, in the contpany of ; 
•* people of probity, and honour, after bayr ,^ 
•• ing been warned to be quiet, ftiUcDnti-^ 
^^ nues on fo to do, we are permitted to muff ^ 
^* der him, not publicly for fear of fcandal, " 
^^ but privately 5 sbd qlam. 

I have already made mention of iather .« 
L'Am Y, and you cannot be ignorant that hifv 
doftrine upon this fubje<St was cenfured ift , 
1649, by the Univerfityof Louvain. And.: 
yet not two months ago your father. Di&a. 
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B^it maintained at Rouen this very cenfiire4 
d^@ttivft of father L' Amy's and taught there, 
*** miat a Monk has the permiffion to defend 
*^lA^ honour he has acquired by his virtue, 
^^'cven byihurdering the perfbn who attacks 
'^ hfc^reputatkm : Etiam cum morte invafih 
^^^ rh.^ At which tiiat city was {o greatly 
fdfiidalifed that all the curates united toge- 
ther tb impofe iilence upon hini^ and oblige 
him tofttra£t his dodrine by canonical means, 
aiid^the affair lyes before the epifcopal court. 
What can you fey after this. Fathers ? How 
can you undertake to maintain after what has 
p^d, ** That not one fingic Jefuit is of the 
•^ cfpinion that one may murder for fcandal ?** 
Did^you want any thing more than the very 
o|5lniotls of your own Fathers, which you your- 
fclws quote, to convince you of this? Since 
they do not forbid murder fpcculativcly con- 
fidi^^ but only in pradticc, •* on account of 
" the mifchicf it might occafion in the State.'* 
For £rom hence I take occafion to afk you, 
pathers, if our difputes are about any thing 
elfif but examining whether you have fub- 
vetted the law of God which forbids homi- 
cide, or no. The queftion is not whether 
the State, but whether Religion has been hurt 
by you. To what.purpofe is it then, in this 
preicnt point of the difpute, for you to (hew 

how 
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i^w you have fyitxed the Stftte^ yfbcmyffth.^l 

:the famo time let us (ee how you hatcxde* 

ji^roypd Rqligioiiyby fgying as you do, pw,a*8; 

.l.:3#; **: TJ^at Rsginaldu&'s fenfe, on.i^e 
^^ queftk'n concerning murder for.fcaoi^l; 
^^ i$^ that a private perfon has a rigb^;-ta 
^* ipake ufe of this ibrt of defence provi4^d 
*< he coniiders it in no other light thaf^wjiat 
• ^ it b^ars fimply in itfclf." I want no njpre 

)thaAthi$confe{}ion for your confuiioo* %A 
** privjate p6rfon (fay you) has a right- to 
*^ inakc ufe of this defence, (that is to^fny, 

: ^^ to murder for icandal)cpnfidering the thfng 
": only in itfelf/' The confcqaenceof \yb^ch 

;iSj Fathers, that the law of Gojo which ibr* 
bids murder is totally deftroyed by tbis^e* 
cifion. 

And it is of no fort of ufe to fiiy after- 
wards, as you do, ^^ That it is unlaw^l and 
*' criminal to do fo, even according tpj^thc 
^' law of God, on account of the murders 
*' and diforders it would occafion ixi .the 
' ^ State, and that one is obliged by God's of di- 
*^ nance to have a regard for the welfare of the 
*• State." This is running from theqoeAion: 
for. Fathers, there are two laws we muft ob- 
ferve: that which forbids OHitder, and that 
\vhich forbids prejudicing the Staite. Rsgi- 
>) ALDUS has not violated perhaps the law 

which 
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^^rlSlick fttbidS doing prejudice to the Slate; but 
•^c-haiJ ecftaittly viokted the law which for- 
1>id^' murder. Now this laft is here the chi- 
' fy' point in queftion. Not to mention that 
^our other FathenB, who have permitted thefc 
' 'xriurdert in praAice, have deftroyed both the 
^ ^M and the other of thefe laws. But let us dive 
' i tittle deeper into this. Fathers. We know 
' 'ift\y well that fometimes you do forbid en- 
- damaging the State, and as you fay, your At^ 
' 0gn in fo doing is to a£t conibnant to the law 
' of God, which lays us under the obligation 
' *to uphold it. This may perhaps have fbme 
' truth in it, but one cannot be fo very certain 
"that it has neither; fince you may do the 
'iame thing too, only out of fear of what the 
judges may do. Pray let us examine then from 
"i^ichof Uiefe principles that motive proceeds. 
-• '1 am perfuaded, Fathers, you muft allow this 
-^'^as a truth, that if you had a finccre regard for 
•^<5oD, and if his law was the firft and chief 
"^'objedt of your thoughts, this regard would 
^ have the fame uniform afcendcncy over all 
• -your important decifions, and would on all 
thdfe occaiions -prevail with you to confute 
the intercft of Religion. But if on the con- 
trary we find you fo frequently violate the 
• moft holy ordinances which God ha^en- 
^'^- • joined 
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joifted man to obfenre, when yon have otAj 
his law to conteft With ; and that^ even oii 
fhefe occafions now in quedion, you annifai-i- 
tate the law of GoDi which forbids the& 
ways of g<9ing as criminal in theq:iielveSy yet 
you approve of them in practice, without ap-« 
pcariqg to be awed by any fear except what 
the judges create, do not you give us reafon 
to think that this fear does not proceed from 
any confideration you can have for Gon ? And 
that if in all outward appearance you counte- 
nance his law as to what regards the obliga- 
tion it lays you under, not to prejudice the 
$tate ^ yet this you do, not out of any vene- 
ration for that law itfelf, but in order to ac- 
complifh your own ends, as all other politi<^ 
cians of little or no religion have conihntlf 
done. What! Fathers, will you tell us that 
any one may murder for flander without any 
breach of the law of God which forbids ho- 
micide, and after having thus violated the 
everlafting law of God, can you think td 
remove the fcandal you have occafioncd, and 
to pcrfuadc us you pay ajny regard toward^ 
him, by adding afterwards that you forbid 
the practice of it for confidcrations of Statcj 
and through fear of the judges ? This fure oil 
the contrary is broaching a frcfh fcandaf, and 

not 
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Qot oot of any refped you wodd be thought 
|p (hew for the jcdgcs ^ for that is not whtft 
I reproach you for, and you play the- foot 
with this moft ridiculoufly in.pag. 29. I dQ 
QQt reproach you with bebg afraid of th^ 
judges > but for being afraid of the judge! 
oniy^ and not of the Judge of judges. It is 
for ibis that I blame you, becaufe it is makr 
ing Gob lefs an enemy to crimes than men 
tre# Should you fay one might murder a 
llanderer according to the interpretation of 
meri, but not according to that of Go Dp 
this would be more fupportable ; but to 
fay, that what is of too criminal a nature 
for men to bear with, is yet innocent and 
joJftin the eye of God, who is juftice itfelf, 
what ciie is this to do but to (hew the whole 
worlds by this moft horrible fubveriion, fo 
r^ugnant to the temper of the Saints, that 
you are intrepid in regard to God, and tU 
morous in regard to men ? Had you fincerely 
defigned to have condemned thefe homicides 
yoi; would have left that ordinance of Gob 
fobiiftiog which forbids it : and had you dar- 
ed to^have permitted thefe homicides at the 
firJft, yott would have openly permitted (hem 
in defiance to the laws of G o d and man : 
|>ut as you have thought proper to permit theiji 

infcnfibly. 
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iiiibfi^blyi bjrildw.degraesi aod Miforprtfelii^: 
magiftrates who watch for th« publ^ Tafttj^j ^ 
you have adied the Crafty part^ by fepafanogi 
ybur maxims, and by laying ic down ^ia /a; 
propofition on the <me fide» ^^ That it is pcr*^. 
^^ mitted in fpeculatlon to mtirdet for flan^' 
*^ der,'' (for you are left toocaminethidgiiQ 
peculation ;) and by producing on the-o*- 
dier fide this feparate maxim, '* That what 
^ is permitted in fpeculation is ib too hi prac-». 
^ tice." For what interefl does the State 
,f<em to have in this general and metap^yfipr 
cal im)pofition ? And thus thefe two pdsi)£»: 
pks by being unfufpededly and ieparately 
imbibed, the vigilance of the magiihate is.e^ 
ludcd ; fince you need only unite diefe masM 
ims together again to draw from them the 
condufion you had a tendency to, ** That 
^* one may murder in prance for ^ple 
^* dander/' For it is in this, Fathers, tjiat 
you difcover one of 'the moil dexterws fi- 
ntffes belonging to your politics, by (cpuMn 
ing thefe maxims in your writings, whichiyDfE 
. unite in your opinions. It is by theie moans 
you have eAabli(hed apart, that do£ttioe cl 
yours concerning probability, whi<^ I have 
£o often explained. And this general pcincaf«» 
pie being well eflablifhed, you advance things 

feparatel/ 
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fcptorately jvhich^.theii^ pofil^X innoceoib 
cp(»)gh by tbenrdvei> boopiiK hofribJiQ ior- 
c^odhwfaw joinod totbis pcn>ici«)9.prkidple^ 
lawU givcyaU)-^ aa exaipfde of thisi \t^iac 
yot have laid dow^i Jn the devcoth p«^ o^ 
yaucrlmpaftures^ and which tt lies upon me 
toiaofwer. '' That fevcral cdkbrated diviQcs 
^^ laee of the optfttoo one may murder for a. 
*l:fioBC on the can" It is true, Fathers, that 
if arpcrfon had faid this who did not main*^ 
tam the do^ine of probability he could inerit 
iKkreproofy becaufe in that cafe it wa& only: 
making a fimple recital which could be of no 
qdnfcf^ence i but you, Fathers, and all a^ 
tfaeia who do maintam this dangerous doc- 
tmie^" ** That all whatever any celebrated 
^ authors approve of is probable, and iafe as 
**:, to confidence," when you add to that^ 
tf. That ieyeral celebrated authors are of o- 
^ipiniQO one may murder for a bo^ on the 
•-^i«aa,"- what are you about ? Why you ate 
ptMogra. dagger into the hand of every Chri- 
ftian.. to. murder thofe who have offended 
thenr:in: dechring to them that they may do 
]b vidia fafb confdence, becaufe in doing 
Jbrthe]^ will but foUow the opinion of foma* 
fi3PiC:RiLv.B.aothor8;^ . 



^l. 



\.?ji:ju.:. What 
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'^ What a horror does jd)is;$leteftabk.^ of 
language not create I which at the iame. fU2^ 

*^that it owns Tome authors pronounce i&ich m 
opinion to he damnable;, yet decides in £tLm 
vour of that damnable opinioni and briilgi 
in confcience to iandify every thing he. Ixit 
barely reports ! We underftand you, Fathera^ 
the language of your fchool is no jftrangpr^to 

^s t and it is a moil amazing thkig hov.yoQ 
dare fpeak out with fuch unheard of cffrot^ 
tery, fince it reveals your fentiments fo bare^ 
£icedly, and convids you of maintaining this 
opinion, '^ That one may nwrder for a hose 
*^ on the ear/' to be a lafe one by all the 
rules of confdence, as foon as you have td4 
us that feveral celebrated authors^ maintain, it 
to be fo, . N 

This, Fathers, you caa find out no defenqe 
for, anymore than make for your ^cpo^ 
fome pailages taken out of VA^qjrsz and 
Su A&EZ, that you in vain throw out,again(l 
me, by which they condemn thoie murdefs 
their comrades £o well ^prove of. Thefe 
teftimonies dbjoined from the other pact of 
your do6trine might pfs off well enough with 
thofe who have but a flight tindure of thgt 
dodrinc ; but thofe who are well vcrfed in it. 
will join your oiaxims. and your principles 

2 together* 
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togedier. In this place you (ay that Vas* 
QjTEz permits no murders : but what do yoii 

'fay. Fathers, in another place ? Why, *^ That 

* •• tBfe probability of one fcntiment, does not 

^•* hinder the probability of another which 
•* contradidts it/* And again fomewhere elfe, 
** That it 18 permitted to follow the leaft 
*^ probable and lead fafe opinion, forfaking 
^ the moft probable and fafcft one/' What 

'other confequence can be drawn from all this 
put together, but that we have full liberty of 
confcience to follow any one of thofe oppo- 

'fitex>pinions which we befl approve of? What 
then becomes, Fathers, of all that fruit you 
fed your hopes with that you fhould gather 
from your quotations ? It is all vaniflied ; 
fince thofe very maxims need only be united 
for your condemnation, which you feparate 

'for your juftification. Why then do you pro- 
duce diofe paffage; of your authors oot quoted 
by me, to excufe thofe which I have quoted, 

'fince there is no connexion between them ? 
What authority, or what right docs that 
give you to call me an impoftor ? Have I faid 
that all your Fathers are alike licentious and 
depraved? Have I not, on the contrary, (hewa 
yoor principal intercft to arife from having 
all forts of opinions to fuit all forts of your 
Vol. II. I occafions? 
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oec^ons ? Does any ^ne diufc to mutdef^ 
Lay LESsrirs before hhnt does any oaenot 
chufc it? Bring out VA8Qjj»2i; thaC-no;caKf 
may depart unfatisfied, and without h^iiig 
oae GRAVE author for hinfu Lessids mmiA 
talk of homicide like a Heathen, andye^ 
perhaps of alms-giving like a Chrifikkn r 
Vasquez will talk of alms-giving like. « 
Heathen, and yet of homicide like a Chri^ 
Aian. Bat by the means of probability, whidi 
Vasquez and Less i us equally matiitaiti; 
and which makes all your q>inion$ agree ia 
common, they will mutually lend one ptsifj 
ther their refpcSive fentiments, aiid will -be 
ander an obligation to give abfolutioir ts 
thofe who (ball have a^ted agreeable to dib 
opinions which both the one and the ot|ier 
of them have condemned. You are then 
confounded with this variety* Uniformity 
would be more fupportable ) and nothiiig 
is more contrary than this confufed mis^ 
ture of all forts of opinions to the expieii 
orders of St. Ignatius, andof thefirft 
Generals of your order. Perhaps, ' Fathers^ 
I may take Ibme opportunity hereafter^ td 
talk to you on this head : when the world 
will be furprifed to fee how much you affe 
fallen off from the firft dire^ilion of your iri- 
-* • ' ' . . ftitution J 
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ftitolbhr} and hMt thfe Geeerals of y<mi 
omn verjT order fbrefaw that the depravity iii 
ymc dodhine of morals might happ&n to 
pove fatal onedme. or otla^r not only to Jrouf 
<y«iDii £xicty but eten to the whole oniverfal 
Cfafurch. fiat £trthcr I mull tell you^ yoa 
caadtaw no fort of advantage from the opU 
siofi of VAsQjj&si ; it would be very oidd 
indeed, if^ amongft fo many Jefuits whohavA 
tamed autborsi there ihould not be one or twd. 
pf them who fhould fay the fame things that 
dfl Chriftiaiis unitedly confefs. Inhere is nd 
^ffry to be gained by affirming that one ean^^ 
not murder for a box on the ear, according 
10 the Gofpel ; but it is horridly fliameful to 
ddny it. So that this is fo far from juftlfy^ 
h$ yovL that it rather oppreftes you with 
goeater weight i (ince though you have had 
dodors amongft you who have told you thtf 
truths yet you have not walked in the pathi 
of tmth» but have chpfen darknefs ratheif 
than light. For you have, been taught by 
Vasove^, ** That it is a Heatheftilh and 
" not a Chriftian opinion to fay that one ma/ 
**: give him a blbw with a ftick who hal 
'* given one a box on the ear. That it is 
*V^ftroying both the Decalogue and tha 
*• Gofpel to fay one may murder him for it.j 
la ^' and 
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*V and tihat the maft tbaiuloQCKi yJUiwns Jgtl^n 
** ,kiod have amoogfl then^aeknowlfidged^ 
" to be true." Yet notwithftaoding ^is^ ,iusd» 
in oppofitipn to thefe muAicA vedties, ^yo^ 
have fufFered Les^ius^ Escobar, and ths^ 
refl; of them to decide, that notwitbftandr 
ing all the prohibitions Gop has laid upQ^^ 
homicide, yet they are no obftacles to auirde^ 
for a box on the ear« Of what ufe is }| 
therefore now to produce this pai&ge ^ 
Vasqjjez againft the opinion of LEs«i;U:ji^ 
uolefsitisto (hew that Less i us is both.;V'« 
** Heathen and a villain," according to V|4^% 
MijfEzi And yet thefe are terrn^ I durA a^ 
make ufe of myfelf. What conciuiions C9fi be 
drawn from hence butthatLEssius**deftroys 
" both the Decalogue and.the Gofpcl ?" That 
Vasquez will condemn Lessius on this 
very point at the laft day, as Lessius too 
will condemn Vasquez on fome other ? 
And that all your authors will rife up in judg-» 
ment one againft the other, and reciprocally 
condemn each other for the Horrid outrages 
they have been guilty of, in oppofition to the 
lawof Jesus Christ. 

Let us then, Fathers, draw this conclu- 
fion, that, fince ydur dodlrine of probability 
makes the good fentimcnts of fome of your 
,: . *• * authors 
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anlAort iifetefi'W^th^ Church, arid nfefulon- 
W to your own p^tlcr , thofe fentimcnts arc 
oitiQ other fcrvloe than to fhcw us by their 
contrarieties the double dealings of your hearts^^ 
i^ch indted you have pcrfedlly laid open to 
ui^-by declaring on the ijne part that Vas- 
Ct3/B^ and Suarbz are againil homicide ; 
slAd on the other, that feveral celebrated au-^ 
ihors are for homicide ; on purpofe only to 
fiffefrtwo ways to mankind, by deftrudivcJy 
perverting the fimplicity of the fpirit of Goi), 
which pronounces a curfe on thofe who are 
dohble hearted, and prepare two ways for 
tfelinhffdves to walk in : " Fa! duplici corde 
^^ W in^redienti duabus viis ! 
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LETTER XIV. 



Ptrii, 0&. >3, ii$(^ 



|lcv. Fathers, 



HAD I nothing more to do thaoto ap* 
fwer the three Impoflures which iliH 
i:em»in upon the fubje^ of homicide. I iboukl 
fiot trouble you with a long difcourfe,, fince 
I (hall refute them in very few words as you 
wUl quickly fee^ But, as I thiplc it a mat<f 
ter qf greater importance to give the wocld. 4 
juft abhorrence of your fentiments oa thia 
iubjcia:, than to juftjfy the fidelity of my owa 
quotations, I Hiall be obliged to employ iht^ 
greateil part of this letter in refuting your 
Maxims, and thereby repref^ntipg to you how 
(nuch you are alienated from the fentimoitt 
pf the Church, and even from thofe of na-, 
tWC Wf Iff Th? liberties you grant o<i £q 

mnjf 
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many occafions to take away a man's life* 
cvWcntly fhcw, that in this particular point;^ 
yoTTTiBVC'fo lar forgotten: the law of GojOj 
and put out the light of nature, that you 
want to be reminded of^ and brought back 
to ^ tnoA fknple principles of Religion aoid 
common fenfe. For what fentiment can be 
more natural, or plain, than this, " That 
'* no private perfon hath a power over the 
"Jife, of, another? We know this.fo well 
.** even froni ourfclvcs, fays St. Chky^o&- 
" TOM, that when God made the law a- 
*^ gainft killings he did not add, for homi- 
*^ -dde is. an evil, becaufe (as the Ifejne F*^ 
*• thcr exprefles himfelf) the law fuppoftt 
i^ tifet men bad already learned that troth 
^* from nature/* 

^^'Wc fhall find that men have been fulv 
jUSSid t0 tbis command at. all times from the 
Very beginning. The Gofpel has; confirmed 
%li4t -of the law, and the Decalogue has only 
*toewed that. which men had received from 
Gob before the law, in the perfon of No aw, 
IftBtn whom all mankind was to fpring. For 
W'tbat reftoratlonof the world, Goo faid to 
4he Patriarch : ** jli the band of a man^ even 
x^f^' at the hands of a man's brother ibiil Ire^ 
^'i< ^ife tkf • lifi ({f a man^ IVl^opk Jf^ddetb 
\.r". I 4 ** niarCt 
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^: Tfm general prohihitlon dbpriiM ^mtiDipf ' 

aU fort of power over the life ;q£ mM r 

-which God hath refcrved te^hcmfelf alooftitf' 

fucha manner, that according to thcCbiaA]iQ*' 

verity, in oppofition to the falfe fntixims-ipf 

Paganiim, a man has not h much a$ datf ^ 

power even over his own life. Bat beCsmie^ 

it hath pleafed the Divine Pro videnoe to ipto^-', 

vide for the fecurity of imnkind in ibdetfy^ i 

and to piHiiOi the wicked that (houtd diAiirb.'> 

thenp, God hath himielf prefcdhcd certain \ 

Jawpj to deprive guilty perfons of theirliTd^jt^ 

So that thofe very murders, which, withoittu 

his orderg would be attempts liable to |)ii>/> 

ni^hment, become, by his order, comoa^od-" 

able chaftifements, without which ocder,'^ 

there would be the higheft injufticc. Tlwa 

is excellently reprefented by St. AuGOiT»rf,ol 

in his firrt book of the City of Gap, chi 2^^\f 

•* Goo himfelf^ faith he, hath made, co^'l 

"" tain exceptions to this general prohibiticfi '' 

•* to kill ; whether it be by the. lawsi wlhjtth '* 

**^be has laid down for adjudging thtf ^iltg^'^ 

" to death, or by the particular commands '- 

** which he hjith fometimes givenr.by.orddiv *' 

** ing the death of feme certain pcrfons. But 
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■tH£\diiMtr «ir UbaftS) it Is Mt huM iIm 
*' JdHi,' Vdt^OD, ofwhom 41IU1 is ^wlf die 
'^GiiiAfliiiMRr, 30 1 2wbni ii in the band of 
**, kim HoKLtvtsi^k, Bot thefe two cafes ex- 
*^Jcepttd, wiioevef JcilU another k goUty of 
''("iibnickk." 

~t.it%dietefbre very certain, Fathers, that 
Oti» alone is invefted with the right to take 
nvftf^Mt, and that neverthelefs, having ap- 
peoKtd Ukws to pat crinunals to death, he 
hadk made Kings and Republics the guar- 
dckns:~«f tins power. And diis is what St» 
Pjiriri teachetfa os, when fpeakingof the ' 
right ti»t Tovereign powers have to pot 
msa;rti>\^each, he derives it from beavM, 
fa^, ** That they bear not the fword in 
.*->9Js, they «e the minifiers of God, t» 
.*< Qtecute ymth upon him that doeth evil *.'* 
Bm:£ this power is given them by Gon^ 
/OthexMigesthem to exerdfe it in his own 
way$ that.ltf wid) juftice^ accordmg to Si. 
P^VL'^in the ifiune place : " For rulers are 
** iiade-aitetiDr to good works but to die evil. 
'* (ftSlflv dwni then not be afraid of the pow. 
'*^;tiI^5I>f that which is good, and thou (halt 
^* 2have pfdfe of the fame. For they ai« 
** -dabfniniikrs of Gon to thee fot good." 

5:':i .-.:.,:■ • Rom. ch. xiii. 

;i ' And 
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And this rtftridiDnis (o &r {torn dimtniflung 
their pow^r^ that^ oil die ecKtthuy; itgitatJ^ 
\f cacalts ity being made like to the power <tf 
God, who is impotent to do evil, and ottii 
nipotent to do good ; in oppofitiqii to th# 
power of devils, who are impotent to do 
gobd^ and potent only to do ill. The dsf^ 
lerenoe between God and Sovereign b oa^ 
ly this, that God being Juftice and Wi£ibin 
kfelf^ can execute upon the fpot, whonfi^ 
when, and in what manner he pleafes.- For^ 
befides that he is the fovereign mafter of 
mens lives, it is very fure that he cannot fakd 
them away without caufe or cogniisinoe, be^ 
paufe God is as incapable of injufticc ^of 
error. But Princes cannot ad: in this manner; 
for although they are the minifters of God^ 
yet are they in reality no gods, but menf. 
They may be furprifed by ill imprefiions, cx^ 
aiperated by falfe fuggeiHons, or trmfportMl 
by pafltons» And this has obliged them t^ 
fd>mit to certain human proviiions, and go^ 
verh their dominions by judges, to whokn tbk 
power is communicated, to the end, that thi^ 
authority which God had invefted them with^ 
might be employed to no other purpofe bu< 
Xhu for which it was given* '' 

i ^. From 
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From hcQcr, Fathers, yoo aaay kam^ 
tlMt to b^ exempt firooi homicide, a man 
inuft a£fc both by the authority and juAtco of 
Gm> ^ and if thefe two cooditiooB are noi 
i9l}ndtogotber» that mao, who puis anothcf 
to death, cither by Go&*8 authority withos| 
has juflice, or by Goo's juftice without hm 
wthcrity, is guilty of blood. From the no^ 
oediiyof thisunioa it happens, according td 
6t. AuousTiN, '^ that whoever kiUs even 
^Va crioiifial without authority, becomet 
^^ qriminal himfelf ; fiythis veryreafofi, be« 
V caitfe be ufurped an authority which Goo 
'^ had not given him/' And on the other 
hfrnd, the judgqs who have this authority, 
gf« ne«ertbek6 guilty of homicide^ if they 
deilroy the innocent, contrary to the laws 
which they ought to follow, 
. Thefe, Fathers, are the principles which 
iMbve- been embraced, in all times and aM 
|4aim, as the fureft guardians of public peace 
«pd ftcuri^ ; and upon which all legiflators, 
asi wdA iacred as profane, have built their 
JaWs ; infomucb, that no exception to this 
jmle was ever made even by Pagans them^ 
^ye^ unkfs when there was no other way 
to prefcrve either chaftity or life. Becauie iq 
ftt^cafeS| as Cicejiq obferves, ** the very 

, ^' lawi 
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ra. ** This OKkcd the book o£ 

js ferbkis t9 kill a cL'icf ki tiir 4^7 

cc erf* 2rB% acii ther arc judly puiib- 
jk wliD itttH k^ iiiai ia cijtf OHUficr? 
Botytttbii vaaLiittiDue amafipiutj 
ill iiiiiiiifr, viiai, s Sorrs ^;ii,, fae 
SMt vmmtmeL hcilraZ beaoie »mo-* 
i«r wiwwKixica fi^anom^ or ackaft 

c£ Icoig asy diox^ K^ 



«< <«-» a imrf iutt mcze s aocniai[ a a^i. 



'.* iIbi^ bM wIhc Cicxi die ckrgr may kw- 
Y- fidf ikK* Was cscr BTti.ifnrc like d:k f 
PMS the Ihv gi Mke:! paciiH dictc wfia 
bft tkk»a^ vkm mcy do rxoc aaack got 
fipPBH vd flMfc ifac lav ct dze Got^xi, ^ jo 
fcgi^t* fos; abbbc dwm r Wiw, Fa. 
dipPk tt JmH^CsmisT rfica cone ta <k^ 
ivi^.Ae biF, and OK n fuml It r ^ T^ir 

?* jnfatt Aarid kil ki AKh. a. c^ ^ ooc oe 

^ ioBttfivdaki^ik* wW: is diea0- 
nSff^ Ju^sQuisT asm cnici, or iru 

diaii diac ot Pa^vs 
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'^ laws ' themfelve^ fe^med \b ^<^^vtsi^^ 
<^ WMpons, to flU Whdurd under fiidl^ n^' 
" ^ffiticsr "" -- i * 

^ Sut this <:ale excepted, whidi I ha^^ 'Ho« 
thkig to fay to in this plitce, I WiU be b6td t6 
affiffii that there never was any law that ^r-' 
mitted any private peribn to kill another ; or' 
altowed of tnuider, as you Jefuits^ do^ to' 
guard againft an afircmt, or prevent the lb(s 
of honour or eftate, when a man at thel&tne 
time is in no duger of life. No, Fathers; lliat 
is a thing, which I will venture to maintain' 
was never done by the very Infidels themfelvcsl* 
On the contrary, they have exprefly fbrfiidl 
den it. It was a law of the twelve tabled at 
Rome, ** That it was not lawful tb kffl-^tf 
^ thief in the day time, who did not de^ 
^ fend himfclf by force of arms/? WfeiC^' 
was no more than what had been fbiifiAIeiti? 
t)ifore in Exodus, c. xxii. and the law ^^l?Ai 
••^^ r«w, dd legem Corneliam^^ taken out -'it 
Ulpian, ** forbids to kill a thief igrehi. in 
*• the nighttime, unlefs he puts us in&n* 
ger of our lives. Cu JAS in ttt. dig:deif^ih 
tS jure^adl. 3. ^^ ^- ' ' 

Now I would be g^ad to know, FatheWj 
by what power you permit,* what allla#^ 
human and divine forbid \ And %y ' What^^ atf^ 

thority 
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&^ff 9fK^ 7a. -' Tbgt iodced the book of 

*' Exodus forbids to kill a thief in tbe^ay 

^!.<,tfnMy who doth |)ot defend himielf b^ 

*o tof of .ari9% and they are jufUy punj^^ 

^^^^^Ip.who.ihaU kill him in that imnh«r?£ 

*f Bu^^yot this would nqt make a man goUty 

'^.inconfcicnce,. whcn^ as SoTusfays^ he. 

V j^ aoc certain that he (hall be able to rcco-n 

^l vff what was flolen from h^m, or at Icaft. 

'V^ubts of it, becaufe a man is not obliged< 

%iiy run the rifque of lofing any thing, ta 

^VJOiV^ a thief. And there is nothing in all 

**> t}bki but what even the clergy may law-f 

Vc M\y da/' Was ever infolencc like this ! 

Pofn the law of Moses punifh thofe wha 

k^. ikkfC$p when they do not attack our 

l^lF^i and nuift the law of thejQofpel, (ac* 

qgS^i^ to you) abfolve them ? What, Fa.* 

t^BPi did Jssus Christ then come to de-; 

|^oy,the law, and not to fulfil it ? '' The 

(Zi jfidee> ^y^ Less I us, would cbafiife him: 

-Vifl?^ ihottld killin fuch a cafe} but thq 

^^^llj^uvwould have no gujU . upon his con« 

«* fcience for doing fo," What ! is the mo* 

fl^Klf ipf Jssus. Christ more cruel, or lefs 

fmitwtpf to murder than that of Pagansi 

£rflm whence ttic. judgiss bsH/e qaraded tbofe 

\n ': , : civil 
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dill laws which condemn it I Do Ghriftt^*^ 
cfteeilh ^oods of this world more^ or lean's 
life kfi^ than idolaters and infidels have 4bae-r 
What foundation^ Fathers, have yoti tobtdld 
this doarine upon ? Have you anyone expneft* 
kw of God or man to fupport you k It ?* 
No, nothing but this unaccountable way of 
reafoning : '* The laws, yon fay, pertiih a 
^ man to defend himfelf againfl: thievw, anii^ 
^* repel force by force. But defende beings 
^* permitted, murder muft be thought {& 
^ too, becaufe it would be impoffible, na* 
^ xiy times, for a man to defend bimielf 
" without it/* ' 

But it is falfe logic. Fathers, to condudi^ 
as you do, that murder is lawful^ becaufij 
defence is lawfuL It is this inhuman way td 
defence (let me tell you) that is the fouo*" 
tain of all your errors, and fliled by the fo»* 
culty of Louvain, ** a murderiwo . 3>»i? 
** FENCE, defenfio occtfi*ua^'* in theceiUbrr 
paflfed on Ae dodrinc of your father L'AmV, 
upon homicide. I maintain it therefore, ikat 
according to the laws, there is fo great aST^ 
fercnce between killing and DBrsKny^ 
INO, that in the very fame cafe where <lei 
fence is allowed, murder is forbidden, whett 
a man's life is not in danger^ Take it from 

CUJA9 
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CftJilSf ill the fiimeflace : /' It is lawful to 
'^ »peL tht man who is going to (ebsc oa 
M:>what is QUI fc : but it is not law- 
^f.T.OL to kill bim« And agaiin, if any 
% t)n« gpcA to ilrike, but not to kill us, it i$- 
*f iawfol indeed to repulie him, but it la 

^r.NOT LAWFUL TO KILL HIM.'* 

;: .Who has then given you authority to af- 
film, ttMoLiNAy Reoinalhus, Filiu* 
f.ivw^ £8CoiBAR, Lessius, and others do, 
^ That Jt is lawful to dcftroy him who 
*i .aowsa to ftrikc us?" And elfewhere: 
^. It is lawful to kill him who intends to 
•• affront us ?" All the cafuifts agree in this : 
&c fimtentia ommum. Lessius, num. 74.** 
By what authority do you, who are butpri- 
ymb^max yonrfelves^ communicate this power 
to other private men, nay even to Ecdefiaf^ 
del ? And how dare you prefume to ufurp 
ib^fovnt of life and death, which belongs 
efleodally to God alone, and is the moft 
gtorioos bharader of Sovereign Power ? It ia 
tft this that you ihould have replied; but you 
think you have made a fatisfaftory anfwer, 
byrikying fimply in your thirteenth Impofture, 
*i:^That the valuable confideration fof which 
% Molina permits a man to kill a robber 
^^ who runs away without doing us any harni'> 



• c '^ 
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*^ is not fo little as I faid it was, aiid dn^t^t 
^ amft be more than iiir ducats/' Wbatpi* 
tiful ftaff is this 1 Wlnt price would jfomt 
Rev. Paternities fix ? Fifteen or iixteen ducate? 
The fame icandal recurs. However you caiK 
not ky it (hould exceed the value of an hori^^ 
for Lessivs, 1. 2. c. g. n. 74. fairly decidn/ 
** You may lawfuUy kill a thief who runs 
** away with your horfe/' But I tell yep t* 
gain, that accordii^ to Molina, this valiHi 
is fixed and fetded at fix ducats, as I Ixivp 
quoted him, and if you will not believe m^ 
let us take an umpire which you cannofrc- 
fufe. To which purpofe I chufe your owp 
father Rbginalpus, who explaining that 
very plea of Molina, Lai. n, 68. dQclamSr 
*^ That Molina in that pa^ge fixes the 
*^ value for which it is not lawful to kill, .at 
** three, or four, or five ducats.'' And fo. 
Fathers, I have not only Molina, butRs^ 
GiNALBUs of my fide. 

Your fourteenth Impofhife, touching ^ 
permiflion of Molina, '' To kill a tliiief 
*' who robs you of a crown,'' is as citfily 
anfwered. This is fo dear, that Escobax 
attefls it, tr. 1. ex. 7. num. 44. where hfs 
lays, that ** Molina regularly fixes the valoc^ 
^' forwhich aman may be kill'd^ata crown/' 

2 All 
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^AH you charge me widi in your fourteenth 

Impo{hire is that I have fupprefled the iaft 

"ifords of that paflagc, viz, " That men 

"^••'dught to obferve in this cafe the modcra- 

^' tion of a juft defence.*' Why do not yott 

n well quarrel with Escobar for not having 

the fame expreflion too ? But how greatly 

"deficient are you in this piece of fubtlety ? 

Tou think that we do not underfland what 

% is, according to you, for a man to defend 

%mfe!f. Do not we know, it is to make 

ttfc of " a murdering defence ?" You would 

make us believe that Molina means no more 

'• liy it, than, that when a man, by defending 
'his crown piece, is in danger of his life, he 

. ifhen may kill. If this be true. Fathers^ 

' Vhy ihould Molina in the fame paflage de- 
clare, that in this point he differs from 

- -Carre R us and Bald, who both allow of 

Stilling another to fave your own life ? Take 

it therefore from me, that Molina means 

' ifto more than this, viz. That if a man can 

*iave his crown without killing the thief,. in 

> that cafe he ouglit not to kill him, but if 

•he cannot fecure it otherwife, (though he 

' runs no rifque in point of life, as when the 

thief has no weapons) he may jufUy take 

arms againfl him, and kill him, to fecure 

Vol. 1L K, his 
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his crown: and in fi> doing, according to 
him, a man does not extend the moderatbn 
of a juft defence. And for demonflxation of 
this, let him explain himfelf, to. 4. tr. 3* d. 
1 1 • n. 5. ** A man may be laid not to cx- 
** ceed the moderation of a juft defence, 
*^ though he takes arms againft him that has 
'^ none, or has got the advantage in the 
** goodnefs of the weapons. I know there 
" are feveral of different fentiments; but I 
** do not approve of their opinion, no, not 
•* even in the external tribunal. 

Thus, Fathers, I have made it appear that 
your cafuifts allow murder in defence of a 
man's eftate, or his honour, though he be 
not put in the leaft danger of his life. By 
this principle duels are authorifed, which I 
have made appear by feveral paffages, to which 
you have made no reply at all. In all your 
writings you take notice but of one lingle 
paffage of your father Layman, who per- 
mits killing, when without it " a man is in 
•* danger of lofing his fortune or reputa* 
'* tion j" and accufe me for fuppreffing that 
he adds, ** but this happens very feldom." 
What admirable folks you Jefuits are ! What 
doughty impoftures you bring againft me ! as 
if all the matter in difpute between us, was 

only 
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only to know, if that cafe happened but fel- 
4om? The troc qqcftjon is to know^ whe- 
ther Layman in that place does not allovvf 
of duelling. Thefe are two different quef- 
tions. Layman, in quality of a cafuift, was 
to determine if duels were lawful -, and he 
iay& jaes. We can judge without him whether 
the. cafe be rare or not, and fhall tell him^ 
it is very tjommon. And if you had rather 
take your good friend Diana's word for it| 
hc.will tell you " it is very frequent/' Part. 
5. trad. 14. Mifc. 2. refoL 99* 

But whether the cafe be rare or commoni 
or*that Layman, asypu would fain have 
OS believe, only copies Navarre, is it not 
abotoinable that he fliould aiTent to this opi-^ 
nion? That to preferve a falfe point of ho^ 
noor, it is lawful in confctence to accept a 
challenge, in oppoiition to the edu5ts of all 
Chriftian States, in defiance of th^ canons of 
the >Church ? When at the fame time, to au- 
tborife all your hellifh maxims, you have 
nother laws, nor canons ; no authority of 
Scripture^ Fathers, or the example of any 
x)ne Saint, to fupport you ! nothing but this 
.iaq)ious way of reafoning : honour is dearer 
than life# 

K * JBuf 
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.. fii)t it b Uwfttl to kilt ill def^aoe^oC; j>fle'» 
life, 0r^o^ h .is lawful i&idil in dcSfi»ti^ 
one's honour. - : ^* 

: How, Fathers, becauie fn^nkiad is ^/ar 
degenerated as to prefer this oounteifofl l>o^ 
nour, to that life which God has given ^m 
to ferve him with, (hall it be lawful to Q^iv 
der each other to prefcrvc it ? It is this yery 
kve of honour in preference to life, wiach 
breeds fuch dreadful mifchief ! and yet^ ^mA 
contagious itdi of honour, which is enough -t9 
taint the pureft a^ons, if they were I'fferfpdr 
to that end, (ball be able to juAify the 9H^ 
criminal, for no other reafon but becattfethey 
are referred. to that end. .: '■' 

O Fathers, what confufion have you l^dlught 
upon tts ! And who doth not fee to wJblT^l^er* 
nicious extravagances you vv^JX lead nil . -^ 

For in (hort it is very dear, that U^i vH9 
carry us fo far as to kill a man for ^ mfr^ 
trifle if it does but ftand in competition. ^i^ 
rmr honour. What do you think of (t^lkmg 
« man for an apple? I own, Fatheic, ycfii 
would have room to be angry with noie, AB^ 
charge me with drawing malicious coofe^^iHH^ 
c:es from your dodrine^ if I w^ie thotyfyft 
ported by the authority of the ORAys hft^ 
^iu$y who^ num. ^8« argues tliM; VJfo 
4 ; . ** man 
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^ Aan ought to kiU atiocher to prefdrtt a 
^'dii>gof little value, fuch as a crown, or 
" an apple: aut pmo pomo^ if it were 
^ not for die fliatne of k>fing k. For in that 
^ eafe a ntian may reooyer it, nay if need 
^ be, kill the man to get his apple again, 
^ €tji €fus fji acddere ; becaufe this is not h 
^ much to defend cme's goods as one's honour/' 
What do you think of this. Fathers? Is it 
Mt very plain ? But to clofe up your dodtrine 
^tb a maxim which comprehends all the 
ie% take this of your fiuher Hxreau, 
Who had it out of Lessius : '^ The right 
^ of defence extends to every thing that is 
'^ neceflary to preferve a man from any fort 
»^ of injury whatfoever/^ 
" What a train of diimal confequenoeaia 
comprehended in this inhuman principle; the 
WhiiAe world ought to rife up in grms againft 
!t, hut efpedally thoie who bear any near re* 
lation to the public. For it is not only the 
;igeneral intereft that calls upon them, but 
^e iftfety of their own pcrfons, fince your 
cafuifts, cited in my Letters, extend their 
jfbrmiiiion to kill even them. Thus the 
-ftdious, who dread the puni(hment of 
their crimfaial attempts, which do not to 
them appear at all unJY|ft, eaiily perfuading 
K 3 themfelye» 
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thcmfelvcs that they ire opprcflfed by vi- 
olence, will immediately believe, " That 
** the right of defence extends to every thing 
** that is ncccflary to preferve a man fironi 
•* any fort of injury whatfoever.*' Rcmorfe 
of confcience, which ftifles fo many crimes 
in their birth, is no longer felt within, their 
only bufinefs is to furmount all obftacles from 
without. 

But I will drop this point. Fathers, to- 
gether with fomc other murders permitted 
by you, which are ftill more abominable, and 
of greater importance t6 the Static than all 
thofe which Less i us treats of fo barefacedly 
in the fourth and tepth doubts, and not only 
he, but a number of your other authors. It 
is devoutly to be wiflied that thefe horrid m&x^ 
ims had never come out of hell, and that the 
devil, who is the firft author of them, had 
pcver found men fo far devoted to his fcrVicc 
fis to publifli them aniong Chriftians. 

From what I have hitherto, faid, it maybe 
eafily feen, what a vaft contrariety there is 
between the vicious lenity of your maxims, 
and that wholefom rigour of not only the 
civil, but the Pagan laws. What muft they 
be then, when compared with. the ccdcfiaf- 
t|caK which ar? yet incomparably more ho- 
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ly ? Since it is the Church alone that under- 
^nds and pofleffes righteoufnefs and true ho- 
Imefe : and therefore this chaftc fppufe of the 
Son of God, who in imitation of her belov- 
ed can well flied her own blood for others, 
but not that of others for herfelf, hath a very 
particular deteftation of murder, in propor- 
tion to the fpecial illuminations which God 
has communicated to her. She confiders men, 
not only as men, but as the images of that 
God whom fhe adores. She pays an holy 
refpcd to every individual, confidering him 
as redeemed by an infinite price, to be made 
the temple of the living God. And there- 
fore fhe looks upon the death of a man thus 
killed without the order of God, to be not 
<;mly murder, but facrilege, depriving her 
of one of her members : For, let him be 
one of the faithful or not, (he always con- 
fiders him as either adlually being one of her, 
children, or in a capacity of being fo. 

From thefe reafons. Fathers, fo holy in 
themfelves, it follows, thatfince God became 
man for the falvation of men, they are be- 
come fo confiderable to the Church, that fhe 
has ever punifhed murder which deflroys 
them, as one of the greatefl crimes that can 
be committed againfl God. Give me leave 
K 4 to 
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tor^ffeyfHi (bneeximplcsy .without infift^ t 
t^tt all tbofe j^crities ought to he contidu ' 
c4 1 I knotr the Chiuch b at liberty ft>d)f- "^ 
po^ of this external dsiCipHiio varioufly.; but ^ 
only toihcwyoti her imRttitable ipirit in thuT ; 
particular. For the penance (he eoj(Hii$ f or : 
murder may be different accordbg to the dtrr 
vorfity of times, but the horror (he has fbr 
it;^ no vidffitude of time can ever alter. ; 

The Church would not for a long-tiioe. 
be reconciled to fuch as had been guil^ji^j 
wjlftil murder, till the hour of death, whtchr . 
yoM however fcruplc not to permit. Thu- 
jfamous council of Ancyra coiklemned them.; 
to penance all their life time, and the Church? 
hath fince thought herfelf very indulgent by 
reducing that term to a great nun^r of years. ' 
But the more to deter Chriflians from wilfiil 
tnufders, fhe has mod feverelypunifhed ey en 
thofe that have happened by miftake or itiH * 
prudence, as may be fcep in St. B A s ih^ : 
St^ Gregory Nvssenus, and in the EM- — 
crotals of Pope Zacmarv, and Alexah^/ i 
PSR the fecond^ The canons cited by Isa AQ. s 
Bifhopof Langre^s, t 2; c« 13. *' ordain .^ 
^^ ieven years penance for one that kills an* 
^ other, though in his own defence.*' Aod. L 
vofind St.HiLDSBfRT, Biihppof.Mftnsgv: 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iil^ dniV/rer to Itis oftlhartres, afl^^ 
« ;Thiit he had doQC right to fofpend a prielt < 
<' for his life, who had killed a thief with 
^^' a Aone in his own defence/* And can you, 
afbr this, have the front to aifert, that your 
dodiiooa are confemiablc to the fpirit and 
csmons of the Chuidi ? 

" 1 defy you to ihew me one canon that 
gives permifiion to kill fer the prefervation of 
oik's goods only ; for I do not fpeak of thofe 
csffes wherea man is forced to defend his life;' 
sMsvJups LI MX RAN DO. Your own authws * 
aduiowledge that there are not any fuch i as 
atfiongft otdbers your father L'Am v, torn. 5« - 
di%. 36. num. 136. '* There is no law, *' 
^' v&ith he, human or divine, which exprefly- 
*' permits to kUl a thief who does not ftand 
*^ upon his own defence/' Yet, this is what 
yon pemiit in exprefs terms. I defy you to 
ihew me any canon that allows of murder fer 
a box on the ear, for honour, for an afiront, - 
or flabder. I defy you to produce any that 
permits the killing of witneffes, judges, and 
magiftrates, what injuftice foever we may 
have feafon to expert from diem. 

The fpirit of the Church is widely diftant 
febbt thofe feditbus maxims which throw o* 
pen the door to infurred^ons, to which the -* 

populacf 
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populace is too naturally inclined. She hatn 
always inflrufled her children not to return 
evil for evil, to give place unto wrath, not 
to refift violence, to render to every man his 
due, honour, tribute, fubmiffion 5 to obey 
magiftrates and our fuperiors, though they 
ihould be unjuft, always refpeding in them 
the power of God, who has fet them over 
us. She [the Church] prohibits men, more 
cxprefly than the civil laws do, from decid- 
ing in their own caufe ; and it is by her fpirit 
thatChriftian Kings will not aft in their own 
perfons, even in the moft capital crimes of 
high treafon, but deliver the criminal into the 
hands of the judges, to be chaftifed according 
to law, and the ordinary courfe of juftice, 
whofe proceedings are fo much the reverie of 
yours, that to compare them together, is the 
beft way to put you to the blu(h. For, fincc 
this difcourfe naturally leads me to it, let me 
defire you attentively to confider the wide 
difference there is between the method of put* 
ting an enemy to death, according to you, and 
the method of executing criminals, according 
to the judges. 

It is granted by all the world. Fathers, 
that no private perfons have power to profe- ' 
cute the death of any one ^ and though a 

nian 
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man ftould have crippled, or ruined us, bum* 
ed our houfb, murdered oor father, and 
was fully rcfdved to take away our reputation, 
and even our own lives hj afikfiination, yet 
juftke would hot liften to the demand we 
^ould make for his death. Upon which, ac- 

. count it was found neceflary to appoint pob* 
fie perfons, who (hould demand his deaths 
either in the King's name, or rather in the 
natne of God. Was it for mere grimace, 
Fathers, and outward form, think you, that 
Chriftian judges eilablifhed this regulation t 
Of did they not do it, to make the civil laws 

' conformable to thofc of the Gofpel? That fo, 
the external execution of juftice might not 

• be contradictory to the ihtemal fentiments 

' which all Chriftians ought to have ? One may 
fee plainly how far this firft proceeding in 
the courfe of juftice ft aggers you^ but what 
foUowi will overturn you to the ground. 

Suppofe then. Fathers, that thefe public 
perfons (hould demand the death of him who 
has perpetrated all thefe crimes ? What is to 
be done in this cafe ? Will they immediately 
plunge a dagger in his heart ? No, Fathers, a 

' man's life is of too great importance ; men pro* 
c6ed with more tender caution, the laws do not 
pHt life anddeath into the hands of all fwte of 

jnen 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 L^tTY^ltTXiV; 

mmi^lndittevtntiy^ biit into the hands of itteff 
jti(%e9 only wbofe probity and abflities am fuP 
ficiently known. And do you think that oneoti^ 
fy is enough te oondenin a noan to deadi? No,' 
^adiers^ there muft be feven at leaft. And' 
of (hefe ieven^ there muft not be one w^' 
was ever ofiended by the criminal, left hU 
judgment (hould be Uailed or corrupted hf 
pailion. And in order that their underftand-^' 
Inge may be more clear and perfect, you know^- 
Fathers, that the morning is particularly ap^ 
pointed fori this employment. Thefe zt6 
the ciutious preparatives to Co great an z€t^ 
wherein they are the lieutenants and mim« 
fters of the moft tremendous Judge, not to 
ecrikdemn any one but him whom Goo con« 
demns himfelf. 

To aA therefore as fidthful difpenfers of 
Ihat divine power in diQx)fing of the lives of 
men, they are not at liberty to judge but \ff: 
the depofitions of witnefles, and agreeably to 
til other formalides prefcribed ; and when 
thk is done^ they cannot in confdence pro-^ 
tootoce fentence but according to law, not 
judge any man woi^hy of death, but hini 
iiihom the kw condemns. And then, Fa* 
diers, if ^ the order of GoO enjoins them te 
ddiver up the bodies oC the& wr«tch<$ toe3r<» 

ecution. 
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(cutioDi the fame order of Goi> obliges tbcm 
t<^ take ^ care of their iinfiil ibula^ and it if 
becwfe they are fiofiil^ that the judges arA 
the tnore obliged to take care of them, . fy 
9i^P(>t to turn them over to execntion, 'tj\\ 
ihtj have had the timeljr means to projriito 
&ffi their confciences* But^ thoagh this pcor 
Ceding k full of parity, and innocence, yei| 
the Churdi has fuch an abhorrence to blood« 
that ihe holds thoie unworthy to ierve at bfii- 
altars, who (hould ftay upon the bench^ a 
the fentence of condemnadon^ though at« 
traded with all thefe fo religious drcumftao^ 
ce$ ; by which we may eaiily conceive wbal 
idea the Church has of homicide. 

You havefeen. Fathers, in what mam^et 
men's lives are difpofed of according to jifs^ 
7 ICE : let us fee next how yoo difpofe of 
them. In your new laws there is but one 
jfidffy and he too the perfon injured : najEi 
At the fame time, party, judge and exefnir 
tipner. He demands of himfelf the desul^ 
of his enemy ) he condemns him, an^Qtffr 
cutes hun upon the fpot : and, vnlboot any 
(DQOcera for the bpdy or foul of his brother^ 
he kills and damns him for wbcMD CBiJijlsr 
died : and all this |p avoid a boxon the mt^ 
Siian^q^m 9))ufiv)tei^KffiQa, m affroOr 

tive 
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tivc word^ or any odicr offence of the like 
nature, for which a judge, invefted with 
Jawful authority, would be guilty himfelfi for 
condemning to death thofe ^ho had commit*' 
ted them s for this reafon, becaufe the laws 
themfelves are far from doing it. And to fill 
up, in a word, the meafure of your iniquity, 
you fay, that to kill in this manner, without 
authority and in defiance of the laws, is 
iieither finful or irregular, and may be done 
not. only by perfons dedicated to religion, but 
by the pried himfelf. 

Where are we now. Fathers! Are theleiOf' 
ligious men, and priefts too that talk at thi» 
rate ? Arc they Chriftians or Turks ? Arc they 
men or devils ? *' And arc thefe the myfte*! 
*^ ties revealed by the Lamb to his fpclety, or 
*^ abominations fuggefited by the dragon, to 
'^ all thofe that follow his party ? 

For in fliort. Fathers, what would you 
have men take you to be ; children of the 
Gofpel, or cnenucs of the Grofpel ? You mqft 
be either one or the other, there is no medi- 
,um ; *• He that is not with jEsus.CaRisx' 
** is.againft bim/^ Thefe two claflfcs com- 
.prehcnd ^11 mankind. According to St. Au^ 
GUSTiN there are two people axid two 
worlds fpread over the face of the earth ; the 

world 
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world of the children of God, which compo^ 
fes a body of which Jesus Christ Is Head 
and King ; and the world that is at enmity 
with God, of which the devil is head and 
king. For this reafon is Jesus Christ 
called the King and God of the world, be- 
caufc he hath every where his fubje<3:s and 
his adorers 3 and the devil likewife is filled 
in Scripture the Prince of this world, and 
the God of this generation, becaufe he aU 
fo hath every where his flaves and agents, 
Jesus Christ has given the Church, 
wlndi is his kingdom, fuch laws as in his 
eternal wifdom he thought proper ; and the 
devil hath given the world, which is hisking^ 
dom, the laws he would have to be obferved 
therein. Jesus Christ has placed honour 
in fuflfering j the devil in not fufFering. Je- 
sus Christ has ordered thofe who receive 
" a Slow on one cheek to turn the other alfo\^ 
and the devil orders him that has received a 
blow to kill him that gave it. Jesus Chr i st 
pronounces thofe bleffed who partake of his 
indignities, and the devil pronounces thofe curf- 
ed who will bear with them. Jesus Christ 
fays ; Woe unto you when all men jkall /peak 
well of you 'y and the devil fays. Woe unto thofe 
of whom the world doth not fpeak with efleem. 
I Confider 
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Confidcr now. Fathers, which of thcfe 
two kingdoms you are of. You have heard 
the language of the city of peace, which is 
called the myftical Jerufalem -, and you have 
heard the language of the city of ftrife, 
which is called in Scripture, the ** fpiritual 
" Sodom ;•' Which of thefe two languages 
do you undcrftand ? Which do you fpcak ? 
Thofe that belong to Jesus Christ, are of 
** one mind with him,*' as St, Paul obfervcs^ 
and thofe who are the children of the devil^ 
" {ex patre diahoh^^ who was a murderer 
from the beginning) purfue the maxims of 
the devil, according to the ttftimony of 
Christ himfelf. Let us now hear the lan- 
guage of your fchool, and put this queftion 
to your authors : viz. If a man hits me a 
box on the ear, mufl: I rather bear it, or kill 
him that flruck me ? Or is it not lawful to 
kill a man to prevent fuch an affront ? " It 
•• is lawful 5" as Lessius, Molina, Es- 
cobar, Reginaldus, Filiutius, Bal- 
D ELL us, and other Jefuits affirpi, ** to kill 
^' him who offers to give you a box on the 
^' ear." Is this the language of Jesus Chris t? 
Again, is a man who has received a bpx on 
the ear, dt(honoure4 'till fu^h time aa he 
hath killed the p«rfon who ^ave \t him ? '* Is 

** it 
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V it not true, fays Escobar, that he who 
^^ fu^er^ a man to live who has given him a 
*• bo3f on the car, is all that while himfelf 
** without honour?" Very rights Fathers, 
*/ without that honour" which th^ devil hath 
tranfmitted from his own proud fpirit, into 
tha^ pf his proud defcendants. It is this ho- 
noi^r which has ever been the idol of all men 
pofipiled by the fpirit of this world. It id 
to prefervc this falfe glory, of which the de- 
yil is the true difpofer, that men facrificc 
f heir lives to him by the madnef; of duels, 
their honour to the difgrace of punifhment 
to which they expofe themfelves, and the 
future happinefs of their fouls to the rifque 
of eternal damnation ; while their bodies, by 
the canons of the Church, are deprived even 
of Cbriftian burial. 

Pug^it we not therefore, to render unto 
God everlafling pra^fe, for illuminating the 
King's mind with purer lights than thofe of 
your theology ? His fo fevcre edidts upon 
this occafion do npt make duels criminal, (as 
if they were not fo before) they only punifh 
the crinae that is infeparable from thofe duels. 
The dread of the rigour of his juftice has 
put a flop to thofe, whom the juftice of 
God could not deter. And hi? piety hath 

Vol, II. L c nvinccd 
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convinced him, that the honour of Chriftians 
confifts in obedience to the laws of God, 
and the rules of Chriftianity ; not in that 
phantom of honour, which, frivolous as it is, 
you pretend to call a lawful excufc for mur- 
der. Thus are your bloody decifions deteft- 
cd by all the world : the beft advice I can 
give you, is, to quite alter your fentiments, 
if not from principles of religion, at leaft 
from maxims of policy. 

Prevent, Fathers, by a voluntary condem- 
nation of thefe inhuman tenets, that difmal 
train of confequences for which you alone 
muft he anfwerable. And that murder may 
Ihock you with the greater horror, remem- 
ber that the firft crime of corrupted nature 
was a murder committed on the body of the 
firft juft man : and that the greateft crime, 
that ever was committed by mankind, was 
a murder on the perfon of him who is the 
Head of all the juft : and laftly, remember, 
that murder is the only crime, which, at the 
fiime inftant, deftroys the State, the Church, 
Nature, and Piety. 

I liave juft read the reply of your apolo- 
gift to my thirteenth Letter. But if he 
makes no better anfwer to this, (which folves 
the greateft part of his difficulties) it will not 

dcfervc 
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dcferve any further notice. I really pity 
him when I fee at every turn how he flies 
off from his fubjed, and gives himfelf up to 
calumny and reproaches, with which he lanch- 
es out againfl both the living and the dead. 
But to gain credit to the minutes you fur- 
niflicd him with, you fhould not have made 
him deny a thing fo notorious as the box on 
the ear at Compiegne. For it is evident, Fa- 
thers, from -the confeffion of the party of- 
fended, that he received a* blow upon the 
cheek from the hand of a Jefuit; and all that 
your friends could do, was to make it a 
doubtful cafe, whether it was given with the 
palm or the back of the hand^ and the next 
queftion was to know, if a blow with the 
t^ck of the hand on the cheek, ought to be 
called a box on the ear, or not. I do not 
know who will decide that point, but I am 
certain, in the mean time, that it was at leaft 
a PROBABLE box on the ear ; and fo far my 
confcience is eafy. 



h z LET- 
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Nov. zf. x6s& 

Rev. Fathers, 

SINCE your Impofturcs incrcafc daily, 
and are cruelly employed to do ootragt 
to all perfons of true piety, who refift your 
errors j I think myfelf obliged both for their 
fervicc, and that of the Church, to lay open 
another myftery in your condud, which I 
promifed to do a long time ago ; that all the 
world may know from your avowed maxims 
what credit may be given to your fcandalous 
accufations and injurious proceedings. 

I know, that abundance of people 
vvho are not thoroughly acquainted with 
you, "are under fome difficulty to determine 
what to think of this matter: bccaufe, they 
are inevitably obliged to believe thofe in- 
credible crimes wherewith you accufe your 
2 eiiemies. 
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enemies, or to look upon you as vile im« 
poflors ; which feems to them as incredible 
on the other iide. How, fay they, if thefe 
things were not true, would men of a pro- 
fefled religious order publifh them, renounce 
all confcience, and damn themfelves fay fuch 
opprobrious calumnies ? This is their manner 
of arguing ; fo that be the proofs ever Co 
plain that convift you of, and deftroy your 
falflioods, yet clafhing with the good opinion 
they have of your (incerity, they hang in 
fufpenfe, between the clearnefs of (he truth 
which they cannot deny, and the duty of 
charity which they would not offend. Where- 
fore as nothing elfe keeps them from reje(5t- 
ing your fcandalous detractions, but the good 
opinion they have of your veracity ; if I can 
:but once convince them, that you have not 
foch a bad opinion of calumny, as they think 
you have, and that falfe accufations (accord- 
, ing to your creed) are no impediments to fal* 
vation 5 I fay, if I can prove this, no doubt 
.but the force of truth will quickly obligp 
them to give no more credit to your vile im- 
.poftures. And this. Fathers, I propofe to 
. fliew in the folbwing letter. 

I iball not only prove that your writings 

itro (luffed with nothing but fcandal, but I (hall 

h I go 
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go ftill farther. * It is pofliblc to fay a thing 
that is falfe, believing it to be true ; but the 
real liar is he that lies with an intention 
to lie. Now I Ihall make it appear that, you 
Fathers, calumniate and lie with that inten* 
tion. And that you load your enemies, know- 
ingly and defignedly, with crimes of which, 
you pofitivcly know, they are innocent. But 
why fo ? Becaufe you believe it may be done 
without falling from the ftate of grace. And 
though you may know this point of your mo- 
rality as well as I do; yet with your leave, Fa- 
thers, I (hall once more lay it before your eyes : 
and I do this, to remove all manner of doubt, 
by ftiewing to the whole world, that I chal- 
lenge you with this fadt; and will maintain it 
to your faces, defying even your own con- 
fidence to deny it, without owning at the 
fame time the very thing with which I re- 
proach you. For thisdodrinc of evil fpeak- 
ing, (which I reproach you for) is fo notori- 
ous in your fchools, that you liave not only 
maintained it in your books, but, which is 
the moft confummate impudence, in your 
• public difputations : as amongft other in thofe 
at Louvain in the year 1 64.5, in thefc terms. 
*^ It is but a venial fin to ruin the credit of a 
** fahe accufer, by charging him with falfe 



** crimes;' 
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" crimes:" ^idni non nifi vent ale Jit^ de^ 
trabentis autoritatem magnam^ tibi noxiam^ 
fdlfo crimine eUdere ? And this dodtrine is fo 
much in vogue amongft you, that whoever 
dares to attack it, you treat him as an igno- 
rant and fool-hardy fellow. 

And this was the cafe, not long ago, of 
father Quiroga, a German Capuchin j who 
oppofing this dodlrine, was immediately tak- 
en up by your father Dicastillus, who 
gives us an account of the difpute in thefe 
words, De Juft. 1. 2. tr. 2. difp. 12. n. 
404. ** A certain grave religious Friar, bare- 
" hoofed and deep cowled, cucullatus^ gym^ 
** nopoda^ who (hall be namelefs, had the 
" impudence, amongft a fet of women and 
" ignorant dunces, to cry down this dodrioe 
" as pernicious and fcandalous; afHrming that 
** it was contrary to good manners, and deftruc- 
•* tive of the peace of the State, and all focicty, 
/* and what is ftill worfe, not only repugnant 
** to all the dodlors of the Churcli who ftile 
" themfelves Catholics, but to all thole who 
** ever may become C^itholics. But I have 
" maintained agalnft him, and do ftill main- 
** tain, that calumny, when made ule of a- 
" gainft a calumniator, though it be a He, 
** yet it is not (for all that) a mortal fin, nor 

L 4 a viola- 
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a violation either of juflice or charity* 
^* And for a proof of it, I furnifticd him not 
" . only with a vaft number of bur Fathers^ 
•* but whole Univerfitics of Jcfuits, all whom 
•* I had confultcd ; amongft others the Rev, 
** father John Gans, confeflbr to the Em- 
^* peror; the Rev. father Daniel Bas* 
" TELE, confeflbr to the Archduke Lb^o^ 
^* FOLD; father Henry, fome time pre- 
** ceptor to thofe two Princes ; all the pub^ 
** lie and ordinary profeflbrs of the Uhivcrfi-r 
" ty of Vienna, (confilling wholly of Je- 
** fuits) ; all the profeflbrs of the Univerfity 
*' of Grats, (all Jcfuits) ;' all the profef^ 
** fors in the Univerfity of Prague, (whcre^ 
" of the Jefuits arc mafters). From all 
*' whom, I have by me their approbation of 
•* my opinion, under their own hands and 
•* feals : but befides all this, I have father 
" Penalossa, a Jefuit, preacher to the 
^* Emperor, and the King of Spain j father 
^* PiLLicEROLi, a Jefuit, and many more 
** on my fide, who all judged this opinion 
^* PROBABLE, before our difpute/* 

You fee by this, Fathers, that there are' 
few opinions which you have taken fo much 
pains to eftablifli as this, as indeed there arc 
few that 9an ^o ypu fg much fervice. And . 

U^ercforci 
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therefore, you bive given it fvtch an authbri^ 
ty tiiatyour cafuifis ibake uft of it ti aii un- 
doubted principle. Aa fbf etamfde : *' Ik i$ 
•* ccrtafajfaySCAKAMOUEtiii. iij;i.lhat 
^* it is a probable opinion^ that a fiilfe acioi- 
^* iation, when made to preferve a mah*s hd- 
^* ncmr, is no mortal fin. For it ia fiippbrt- 
" cdby abovtt ti#enty GftAvfi dodtors, fiich 
" as Caspar Hurtado, DiCASTiLtus, 
^' Jefuits, &c. So thdt if this dodrine is not 
*^ PROBABLB, there is hardly any one that 
•* is fo in the whole body of divinity/* 

But what an abominable body of theobgy 
muft that be, and how corrupt in all it*s 
capital points, which thus informs us, that if 
this doftrine, {viz. that it is no crime to ac- 
cufe a peribn falfly in defence of your honour) 
be not a probable, confcientious, and fafe doc^ 
trine, you will be very much puzzled to Iin4 
one that is ? How likely is it for thofe Fa« 
thers, who hold this principle, to put it fotne-' 
times in praftice } For the corrupt inclina** 
tions of men hurry them on with fuch im- 
pctuofity, that if you take away the checks 
of confcierice, it is no wonder if they launch 
out vnthall that vehemence which is natural 
to them. Shall I give you an example ? Ca« 
jtAMOuEL win give you one in the fame- 

placc^ 
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{dace. ^^ This maxim^ fays he, of father 
DiCASTiLLUsthc Jefuit concerning ca- 
lomny, was taught by a German-Countefs 
to the Empreis's daughters \ who believ- 
ing (as they were taught) that fcandalous 
reports were at moft but venial fins, fpread 
fo much fcandal and fo nuuiy falfe reports, 
that in a few days the whole court was in 
an uproar. For you cannot imagine what 
excellent uie they made of it : fo mudi, 
that to put a ftop to this confufion> they 
were obliged to have recourfe to a good 
father Capuchin, whofe name was Q^ i- 
ROGA, a man of a moft exemplary life ;. 
(and this it was that occafioned father 
DiCASTiLLus's terrible quarrel withhim) 
'^ who told the ladies plainly, that this max- 
** im was a very pernicious one, efpecially 
*' in the hands of women ; and then took 
*' fuch particular care, that the Empreis ab- 
^^ folutely forbad the practice of it. 

It is no wonder that this dodbrine has pro- 
duced fiich mifchievous effedts ^ it would have 
been a greater wonder, if it had not. Self- 
love is always ready enough to perfuade us^ 
that any ailault made againft ourfelves, is un- 
jufl : and much more will it influence you. 
Fathers, whom vanity hath fo ftrangely hood- 
winked^ 
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winked^ that you would make the world 
believe in all iyour writings, that to tamifh 
the honour of your focicty, is to tamiih the 
honour of the Church. And if that be the 
cafe, FadierS) there is no wonder if you put 
this maxim in practice. For we muft not 
fay, (as they do that do not know you) 
how ] would fuch pious and holy Fathers be- 
lie their enemies, which cannot be done with- 
out rifquing their own falvation ? But on the 
contrary we muft fay, how! would thofe good 
Fathers let flip any opportunity to difcredit 
their enemies, when they fay they can do it 
without rifquing their fouls ? 

Let us no longer be furprifed then to find 
the Jefuits are detractors : they are fo with a fafe 
confcience : and it is impoflibie they fhould 
be otherwife 5 becaufe, by the credit they 
have in the world, they may defame whom 
they pleafe, without being awed by the juft- 
ice of men 5 and by the credit they have u- 
furped in cafes of confcience, they have fet- 
* tied fuch maxims, that they can afperfe whom 
they pleafe in defiance of the juftice of God. 
This is the fpring. Fathers, this the foun- 
tain from whence flow fo many black im^ 
.pofturcs. Hence it was that your father 
Brisacier drew fo many, that at laft he 
! brought 
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kewg^t Upon hini the ceniure of the late 
Atidibi(bop of Paris. This it was that en- 
gaged yoin: father D'An jou, openly in the 
pulpit, wH the church of St. Bencdid in 
Paris, eh the eighth of March, 1655, to 
ezdaim agunft thofe perfons of quality who 
feoetvcd the charity for the poor of Picardy 
and Chinipagne, (to whom they had been 
fi&ch large bensfiidqrs themfelves.) And to 
affirm with a moft impudent and horrid lie, 
(enough to have deftroyed afl fiarts of diarity, 
was there any credit to be given to your ca- 
lumnies) " That he knew for a certain tmth^ 
^' that thofe perfons had mifappikd the mo- 
^' ney, and employed it againft the Church 
«* and the State/' Which obliged the curote 
of the pariih, who is a dodtor of the Sor-^ 
bonne, to preach next day on purpofe to re^^ 
fute this calumny. 

It was by the fame principle, that your 
fiither Cr ASSET preached fo many impof* 
tures at Orleans, that the Biihop of the place 
thought proper to fufpcnd him as a public 
impoftor, as appears by his mandate, 4ated 
Sept, 9th, wherein he declares, ** That he 
** forbids brother John Crasset, prieft of 
*' the Ibciety of Jesus, to preach in his di«* 
*• gcefc, and all his people to hear him, un- 

'' dcr 
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^^ der pain of being guilty of a mortal Afdbc^' 
*^ dience: having been infortned that the 
^^ faid Cr ASSET had preached a iermMi 
full of &Uhood and detradion again^ the 
ckigy of diat city ; hUif and maUpioufly 
diar^g them ^th OMiotainiiii^'hiin^at 
and io^ioQa propofitloiis ; fuch as^ that 
h is impoffible to keep the commands of 
^* OoD ; that a nian can never Tefift joten^l 
*^ grace ; and that Christ did not die fep 
** ill men ; with others condemned fay Iiii- 
^* NOCENT the tenth/' For this, let me ttll 
yoQ^ Fathers, is your common tmpofliirey 
and the firft you make ufe of to vilify thofe 
Vf/hoffk ycm want to run down. Sut though 
you can no more prove your dmrge againft 
thofe you calamniate, than father Cr a^set 
can his, againft the clergy of Orleans, yet 
your cx>nfdcnce is perfedly eafy, ^' becaufe 
<< you believe that this method of TOviling 
^* tliofe that attack you, is fo certainly al* 
i" lowable, that you dare declare it public- 
'** ly, in the face of a whole city," 

There is a remarkable iniknce of this, in 
the difierence that happened between you and 
Mr. PuYS, parfon of St. Nicier, at Lycms: 
•and as this ftory perfedtly difcovers, what 
^t of ipirit pofTefies you, I /hall take ootice 

of 
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of the principal circumftanccs. You know/ 
Fathers, that in the year 1649, Mr. Puys 
tranilated into French an excellent book writ'-* 
ten by another Capuchin, *' concerning the 
^^ duty and behaviour of Cbriftians to their 
^^ own parities, againft thofe who would 
•* intice them away/* without ufing the leaft 
invedive, without pointing at any particu- 
lar religious order, or perfon of it. Your 
Fathers, nevertheleis, looked upon this as 
pointed at them ; and forgetting the regard 
they fhould have had fcM- an ancient pallor; 
judge in the Primacy of France, and highly 
honoured by the whole city ; your father 
Alb Y wrote a moft virulent pamphlet againft 
him, which you yourfelves fold in your own 
church upon AfTumption day ; wherein, a- 
mongft many other things, he was charged 
with ^^ becoming fcandalous by his gallan- 
tries, that he lay under the fufpicion of 
impiety, of being an heretic, an excommu- 
nicated perfon, and in (hort deferved to be 
•* burned/* To this Mr. Puys replied i 
But yet father Alby in a fccond book per- 
fifted in his former accufations. Now, Far- 
thers, is it not too evident that you muft be 
either the bafeft of calumniators, or that you 
really believed all that was faid of that good 

pricft 
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prieft to be trae ; and confequentiy^ that you 
ihould have feen him perfedly well acquitted 
of his errors, before you had thought him 
worthy to be enrolled as your friend ? 

Now, pray attend to what pafled at the 
reconciliation, — ^which was made in the pre- 
fence of a great number of the principal 
perfons of the city ; whofe names you will 
find at the bottom of the page, in the fame 
order as they ftood in the very inftrument 
drawn on purpofe to fettle this affair, Sept. 
25, 1650*. But what did Mr. Puys fay 
before this numerous aflembly? No more 
than this, (viz.) ** That what he had writ- 
ten was not in the leaft levelled at the Je- 
foits : That he had only fpoken in gene- 
^' ral againft fuch as caufe the faithful to 
" wander from their own pari(h chqrches 
without the leaft defign of affronting their 
fociety, whom, on the contrary, he ho- 



*Mr. DB Villb, Vicar general of the Cardinal de Lrotr; 
Mr. Scar RON, Canon and Miniflcr of St. Paul's; Mr. Mar- 
cat, Clianter; MefT. Bouvaud, Seve, Aubert, and Der- 
viB'iJ» Canons of St. Nifier; Mr. du Gue.', Preildentof the 
Treafurers of France ; Mr. Groslier, Provoft of the mer- 
chants ; Mr. DB Flbcrere, Prefident and Lieutenant Gene* 
lal; MefT. de Bo is at, de St. Romain, and db Bartoly, 
Gentlemen ; Mr. Burceois, the King^s chief Advocate in the 
Treafury-office of France ; Mcff. de Cotton, Father and Son; 
Mr. Boniel; who all figned the original declaration with 
Mr. Puys and father Alby. 
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5^ noared with an a&dionate fi^ard." Ai|4 
without laying a word mpre, his apqibfy^ hi^ 
iouidal, axul his excQmfBUQif:atioo all drop 
at once» without any recantation on h^ pari, 
^r pr/svious abfolution. Whereupon father Al- 
Jty addrefled himielf thus to him^ *' Sir, the 
'^ belief I was in that you attached the Xq- 
^^ dety of which I have die hooouv to br^ 
^^ niember, obliged me to uke up my p9> 
*^ to anfwer you ; and I thought the manner 
^' in yrhich I did it, was an allowable 
^' QN£$ but now underftanding yopr inten* 
^^ tion better, I here dedare to you, tkat 

^' NOW THSRE IS NOTHIVG IV TUt 

^^ WORLD which can hinder me fromefteem* 
^' ing you to be a perfon of ft very iUwni- 
*^ natdi underftanding i of n profound »ud 
"orthodox erudition ; of morals nuts'- 
" PROACHA9LE; and in on^ word, a wor- 
thy paflor of your chprch* T^is decia-- 
ration I make with joy, and beg theie 
gentlemen to remember it." 
The gendemen do remember it all $cfy 
well. Fathers, and more were offended at 
your reconciliation, than were at your quar^- 
rel. For who can help admiring father 
Alby*s fpoech ? He does not tell us that he 
retracts becaufe Mr. Puys has changed his 
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cbftrliife, or . mord bchaviqur, but only^ 
*^ hearitfg that his intention was not to med« 
** dk with your focicty, nothing hinders hina 
•* frona being a good Catholic.^ If fo, it 
19 plain jkcher Al b y did not really betieve 
Mr, Puvs to be ait Heretic; and yet, after' 
he had, contrary to his own knowledge^ 
dsarged him^ With it, he does not acknow-^ 
lidge his fault, but rather, confidently aflerts^ 
•* That he bdieyes the manner of his owa 
•* proceeding, in regard to him, was al- 

" LOWABLE." 

What are you about. Fathers? Have yoil 
a mind to let all the world know that yoa 
meafure men's fiuth and virtue by nothing but 
dieir good or bad opinion of your fociety ? I 
wonder yoa were not afraid of making your* 
ftlves pad&, by your own confeffion, for im*^ 
poftors and detradors. 

How, Fathers ! fhall one and the fame 
man, without any alteration in bimfelf, but 
merely as he refpcds or attacks your fociety, 
•bei?ious or impious, Unblameab^le, pir 

EXCOMMUNICABLE, A WORTHY PASTOR 
of THE' CHURCH, OR PIT TO BIB 

-THROWN INTO THE PXRE, and in (hOFty 

a Catholic or an Heretic ? Docs then yout 

language admit of no diftin£tion between be^^ 

Vol* IL M PZ 
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ing an adrerfary to your fodety, and bring jw 
Heretic? A pretty fort of herefy this, Fathersi 
So then, when we meet widi fo many good 
Cathdics in your writings fliled Heretics, yctt 
mean no more, but ^^ that you b^ve theni 
*• to be your antagonifts/* 

» It is proper, Fathen, diat diis ftrangt 
language fhould be underftood, according td 
which, no doubt is to be made, but that I 
am an egregious Heretic. And therefore is ir^> 
that in this fenfe you fo often confer that 
name upon me. For you have no other rea« 
ibn to cut me off from the communion of 
the Church, but becaufe you believe my let**, 
ters do you a prejudice. And fo I have mK[ 
thing to do to become a good Catholic^ bot- 
either to approve of your corrapted morals^ 
(which I cannot do without renouncbg alt. 
fentiments of piety) or to perfuade you that 
I have no further defign than to promote your 
true intereft. If you acknowledge the iaft^ 
you arc wonderfully recovered, I muft own, 
from your error. But how inextricably 
muft I be involved Jn herefy 1 For finco the- 
purity of my faith prevents me from dif- 
^g^g'rtg myfelf from this kind of errar, I 
(hall never be quite clear of it but either by 
betraying myown cQnfcience, or t^*rc£>rm^' 

•: . • . ing 
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iagjomts ; 'tUl this be <ione» I muft retni^ui 
a wicked wretch and an impoftor. For how* 
tvcr fkithfiil I have been in quoting your pa(^ 
&gtS9 you will cry it about every where, 
f^ That he muft be an inffaiiment of the de- 
*^ vil to charge you with things, of which 
I* there is not the leaft mark or hint in all 
^* )roar writings ;" and yet there will be no- 
thing in all this, but what is agreeable to your 
Qwa mastms and daily pra^ftice; of fuch vaft 
ittibjde is the privilege of lying you enjoy. 
Give me leave to produce an inftanoe, which 
1 have picked out on purpofe, becajife by 
that I (hall eafily anfwer your ninth Ino- 
pofture, which only deferves a curfory refu« 
tRtiom 

; About ten or twelve years ago you were 
reproached with this maxim of father Bau- 
NY's, viz. ** That it is permitted to look 
** out diredly, PttiMo et pbr s£y for the 
•V next opportunity of finning, if it is con- 
V' ducive to the fpiritual or temporal good, 
H either of ourfclves, or neighbour,** tr. 4. 
q^ 1 4* And he brings in this example, ^Mt 
*^ is lawful for any one to go into places of 
'^ public proflitution to convert abandoned 
H women; though it is very likely one may. 
V' £tll into fin, from the feveral experiments. 
Ma •• one^ 
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'* one had made brforc, KoW liable OfM^- il 
** to give into fin, by n6t bebg able td refift 
?• their wanton careffes.** MHlaft artfWer dici 
your father Caussin make to this in 1644; 
in his Apology for the Jcfliits Socifety, pagi 
128? "See but the place, fays he^ of fa-^ 
** ther Bauny, read the page, themaifgin^ 
al notes, what goes before, . what €om£S 
after, nay read the whote book, you v^Ul 
*^ never find the leaft aj^earance of fueh^ 
*^ fentence ; which could never Attr ifrto 
!* the heart but of the moft uneofifdom^e 
^^ abandoned wretch, or be obgedsd to him 
" biitby a limb of the devil/* And your father 
PjNTEREAU, in the fame ftilc, i part, p^ 
24, fays, " He muft be an unconfcionaUe 
f^ abandoned wretch indeed, that could teach 
*^ fo deteftable a doctrine ; but he m»ft be 
** worfe than a devil that gives it to &ther 
*'-Bauny. Reader, there is not die leafir 
" mark or trace of any fuch thing in hi^ 
V whole book/* Who would not bdfeve; 
that men, who talk at this rate, had not rea-^ 
fon to complain ? and that father Bauny 
was unjuftly accufed ? Have you affirmed any 
thing againft me in ftrongcr or more expiefe 
terms ? And how dares any man think that 
anypaflagc can be in that very place where 

. . it 
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jt Wis quoted, when wc ircaifiired " That 
*' there is not the leaft fyllablc or fign of it 
^* in the whok book r . 

Np doubt. Fathers, but this is the method 
to gain you credit 'tili an anfwcr appears; 
but give me leave to tell you, it is the me- 
thod alfo to take away that credit afterwards. ^ 
For it is very plain that you told a lie then, 
becauib now you readily confefs in 3roar an- 
fwers, that this is not only father Baunv-s 
itaaxim, but in the very place where it was 
cited : but what mod raifes one's admiration 
J6, tliat what was detestable twelve 
years ago, is now grown fo innocent, 
that in the ninth Impoflure, p. io» you 
charge me *^ with ignorance and malice for 
'** quarrelling with father Bauny, upon an 
^* opinion which was never rcjedcd by the 
*• fchools.*' 

How happy it is, to have to do with peo- 
ple that will tzlkpro and con ! By this means 
you fumiih me with all I wanted, which 
was to make you confute yourfelves. For I 
have but two things to prove, firft, that this 
maxim is a very bad one ; and fecondly, that 
it is father Bauny's J and this I fhall do by 
your own confeflion, thus; in 1644, you 
acknowledged this maxim to be detesta- 

M 3 BLEj 
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BJLE ; and in 1656 you allowed it to be^ fa- 
ther Ba tr N y 's. Though this douUe confef- 
iiOB be enough to juftify me, yet it is flill of 
a further ufe, as it difplays the fpirit of your 
IPotiTics. For, I conjure you to tell nie, 
what end do you propofe by your writbgs? 
Is it to let us know your minds with fince<- 
rity? No, Fathers, that cannot be, becaufe 
your anfwers contradid one another. Is it 
to follow the truth of faith ? Neither can 
that be, becaufe you countenance a principle^ 
which by your own confeffion is detest- 
AbLE. But take this coniideration along 
with you, that when yon faid this maxim 
was DETESTABLE, you denied at the lame 
time, that it was father Bauny's; and 
therefore he was innocent : and when yoii 
allow it to be hiis, you fay it is a good one, 
ind confequently he is innocent ftilL So that, 
father Baony's innoccncy being the only 
diing that is common to both your anfwers, it . 
js evident that is the only thing you drive at: 
and, to juftify your own Fathers, (your only 
objeft) you will not hefitate to affirm that the 
iime maxim, is, or is not in your books; 
is GOOD or ^AO ; not according to truth, 
which never changes, but according to your 
inter^ft, which varies every moment. 
^ How 
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., How wide a field have you hc;rc laid open 
to my remarks i^pon this fubjedt ! For you fee 
it is proved to demonftration. And yet you 
$ft ^ulty. of this way of proceeding eyery 
day. .But to on)it a thoufand others, I hop^ 
you will be Satisfied if I prefent you with onr 
ly one example noore. 

Yop ^ave been reproached^ at feveral 
tildes, for apotberpropoiition of th;e fame 
Either Rauny, tr. 4. q. 22. p. 100. *• A 
^^ prieft ought not to deny or delay ^bfol\|r 
^^ ticx),^ to fuch as remain in habitual fins^ 
f\ repugnant to the laws of Gop, of nature, 
5^ ai^ of the Church ; though they do not 
^* difcoyer the lead hopes of a future amend- 
** ment : etfi emendatianis future Jpes nuU 
V la 4^fp^reat:' 

Now I want to know. Fathers, who, in 
ypui own opinion, has made the bed reply to 
|lj|^, your father Pintereau, or your fa^ 
ther BitisACiER, who both vindicate father 
Bauny, after your two different manners? 
One condemns this propodtion, bu( at tht 
£ime, time denies it to be Bauny's > the p- 
th^ allows it to be Bauny's, but then ju^ 
tiiies it too, Pray hear them difcourfe ; fk^ 
ther Fint|;r£au, pag. 18, harangue^ in 
this nunner ; '' Wh^t can be called breaks 
M 4 " ing 
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** ing the bounds of all modcfty^ and outr 
'^ facing impudence itfelf^ if It is not b^-to 
'* chacgefatherBAUNYWMhfuchadammMe 
"^ dodbrinc, as if he was allowed on all bands 
" to be guilty of it ? Judge hence, retder^ 
*^ of the bafenefs of this flander ; fee what 
*^ fort of folks the Jefuits have to deal with, 
^* and then tell me, if the author of fi> black 
*^ a falfliood ought not to be ealled hence^ 
•* forth and forever the interpreter of the Fa^ 
^ ther of lies." 

And now let us hear what your jfktfaer 
Brisacier fays, 4. p. pag. 21. •^ It is very 
*■ true that father Bauny fays, what yod 
•* have reported of him," {this is plainly 
giving father P i n t e r e A u the lie) but 
then, to juftify father Bauny, he adds, " If? 
** you, who reprove this, (hould wait, Whea 
♦* your penitent is at your feet, 'till his guar*^. 
^\ dian Angel ftiould pawn all the title fee' 
*? Ihath to heaven, for the good bchavioiir 
'« of his ward v or ftay 'till God Akfugfaty 
•* fliall fwear by himfclf that David Kodi 
'• when he faid by infpiration of the Hcriy . 
^ Ghoft, that all men sm liars, deceitful^ 
"*' and frail ; and that the penitent befbw yoa 
*• is not a greater liar, more frail, more ficlde^.: 
•* or more afinncr than ail others 1'' (I &yt\ 
I ^ ^ if 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LE T T FR^ XV: 1^9 

ii yctL^m^fytiadi lllraiig teflamofay. fa>> 
fi)re you give abfoludon) ** the blood of Jsi 
^^ s^rs Chuitst <itfi 6e applied to no iaate. 
. Whatcbyoa Mak, ^tiiets, of theft wild 
^tnd in^oQ* ^acproffions ? Wfaat^ is^ waiting 
'1 'ttH tiiere fe (bme hope of admner's amend*- 
^** tnent/* belbfc you ^ve fatal abfbloiidny 
tlie fame ^ingaa vmiting^^ till God Al^ 
** mi^ty ^11 fwear by himfelf that he 
^^. ihali fin no more?*' What^ is there no 
difference between hope and certainty i 
Whit injoflice k it to the grace of ]isv$ 
Chkist, to fay, that there i« little poflibi- 
iity that Chriftians fhould fhake off the fins 
coinBiiKed againfl OO0, nature, and the 
Churdi { that we cannot fo mudi as hope 
for it, ^'imlefs the Holy Ghoft be a liar :^' 
(bthaf, aceonding to you, if abfolntion be 
not gJBren to tSiofe, '^ from whom you exped 
^^ no amc9Klment/' the blood c^. J b s u s 
ObU'Ist Would be of no fervlce, becaufe '< k 
•* would never be applied to any inan/* 
VRialt a terrible condition. Fathers, has this 
in^moderate defire to preferve the glory ^and 
repotation of your authors reduced you to \ 
iiQce you can find but two ways to juftify them 
hy^ WjK, by impofbire, or by impiety : and 
then the mofl innocent way, pf the two, for 

your 
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your defence is boldly to deay the at^ im^ 

And this is what I fio4 you fijcf^ntly 
do. But that is not all ; to rwdcr your cne^ 
uies odbus, you forge writii^i as the *^ Let^ 
^V ter from a minUler to Mr. Arnauld/^^ 
which you difperfed all over P^is/ to make 
people believe that the book of frequent 
conununion approved of by fo onany Biflippf 
and I>o£brs^(but indeed a little contrary 1^ 
your fentiments) was written by fooie feaet 
inteUigiencc with the minifters (k Charenton* 
Sometimes your Fathers writings, upon your 
enemies are full of impiety, as. the. '^ Circvi^ 
** cular letter of the Janfcnifts/' whofe iiQ^ 
pertinent fiile dete^ the .grofIhe& of that 
cheat, and betrays, but too palpably, the ridir 
culous malice of your father MxynieRji 
who had the aflurance to quote it, p. 28. Ijo 
fiqyport the blackeft of his calunmies. Some* 
^es you cite books that never were^ia thf 
world, as *' The Conftitutions of the hktbi 
" Sacrament :" from whence you bring pfiff 
f^s that never exiilcd but in your pwa 
brains, and fuch as would make the hair^fl^nd 
on end of any fimple perfon, who does^ net 
know with what coi^fidenqe you. can inveoE 
lies as wdl.aspublifh tbcou , . \.v 

In 
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Id Hibrt^ there is notany kind of cainm^ 
ny which you have not made ufe of { and 
the manm, whkh juftifies it, could nerer 
have fallen into better hands. 

But fuch detradions, as above mentioned, 
are too plain, and therefore eaiily refuted ; 
for which reafon you have ibme of a more 
diiguifed and fubtle nature, which particular 
me nothing, in order to cut off all poflibility 
of ahfwering them ; as when father Brisa- 
ciER fiiys, ** That his enemies arc guilty df 
^^ inch abominable crimes, that he will ndt 
*< fo much as name them." Do not yott 
think it impofBble to dete£k an accufation S} 
hideterminate ? Yet a certain cunning man 
has found out that fecret too, and who (hould 
that be but a Capuchm too i you feem to 
me. Fathers, to be very unlucky in Capu- 
chins, and I forefee, one time or other, you 
will be as unfbrmnate in Benedidtins. This 
Capuchin is called father Valerian, of the 
houfe of the Counts de Magnis. I w3t 
tcB you, by this little ftory, how he anfwcr- 
td your blind accufations. He had happHy 
foccecdcd in converting the Landgrave 6f 
Darmstadt. But your fathers, ias if they 
had been forry to fee a fovcrcign Prince cotr- 
yerted to the faith, by any one but by thcm- 
a felves^ 
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^paa>iUuLtbeqi) anil JFalfifyiiig iine of the Ca^ 
puchm's pafiages^ diey chai^d him with h£^ 
OLitTicAi; dodriae: and pufalifhed a kttd: 
ioo ^againft faim» wherein they faid, ^* O 
!^.. )faow many things could we difcorer agaiiift 
A^'jpittl" Without mentioning what thcjr 
twere-ffcand which would giveyou'tlie'utmbft 
^^* zSSBdon ! For if yoo do not take cafe fb 
'*^ mend your manners, we fliall be forced tb 
:** let thcPc^ and Cardinals know of them/* 
That is no bad invention ; and I do not 
^doubt) Fathers, but you tell them the fame 
jof me: but now mind what anfwer he made 
tin his boojc printed laft year -at iPhigue in 
{die 112 and following pages. ^^ Whit fiiall 
^ I do (fays he) againft thofe vague and un» 
-^^ certain defamations? How (hall I refute 
accuiations not explained ? There is, how- 
ever a method of doing it, which is this ; 
I openly and publicly declare to thdfe 
** who threatra me in this manner, that they 
** are the moft confummate impoftors, the 
^* moft accompli(h6d and moft impudent li- 
^' ars, if they do not publifh thofe crimes to 
•* the whole world. Appear tiien,0 yc 
^^ mine accuiers, appear, and publifh thbfe 

[^ things 
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f^ lliiogv OIL the himie tap^ vAAAx^ ytAjch 

f^kave only whined; and under that; fed 
<^ feorecy vended your lies with greater 
sfibrofioe. S(mc peopfe think thde dift 

)*^ putes fmndalfMis : it ia trae indeed^, it is a 

^^^ horrid fcandbl to Chaise me with nolefi 
<^ a Clime thaa herefy^ and make me ful^ 

v^ peSed of many odier crimes. Bat£>rnr|r 
^^ part^ all I do is to brii^ a remedy for that 

^ ^ fcandal, t^ nuintiabing and clearing nxy 
^ innocence.'' 

. UpQ»'tty word. Fathers, yoa 6em to be 
hftt in a very bad way ; and never maSii 
jwas better jnilified. For it nouft be im- 
poffibkforyou to produce the leaft ihadow 
of a crime agaihft him, fince yoa hacvenot 
anfwercsd .fudi a challenge. You ineet with 
abundance of fuch troubleibm rubs to get 
over, but yet you are never the better for 
dicm: for fome time after, you attacked him 
i^ain in the fame manner, on another fub* 
je&, and he returned you the f^une anfwer, 

• p. 151. '^ Thefe fort of feUows, fays he, 
^^ Wtio ace become infupporuble to all Chri- 
f ^* fiendom, under pretence of devout works, 
^^ are afpiring after grandeur zxid domination, 
/^ by making all laws, divine, human, po- 
[^ ikive and natural, fubicrvientto their own 



" views. 
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'* vicwi. They d»w, fif ft, dther by their 
'^ dodbrine or by hopes or fears, all the pow- 
^^ ers of the earth after them, and thai a- 
** bufe thdr authority, to bring about theif 
« own deteftable, intr^ning fcheoies. And 
^y yet their machinations, though never fo 
** wicked, are fo far from being pnniAed 
'* or oppofed, that on the contrary th^ are 
*' even rewarded; which makes them gd 
*^ on with the iSune confidence at if they were 
^ doing God iervice. All the world is ien-^ 
'5 fible of this, and all fpeak of it wi^^x- 
•' ecration ; but few, very few dare refift 
** fo powerful a tyranny. That taik how*^ 
•* ever I have performed^ 

" I. have flopped their impudence once 
^^ before, and I will do it again in the fahie 
** manner. I declare therefore to all the 
** world that they [the Jefuits] are mosi^ 
^^ iMPUPSNT LiAR^: Mcntiri in^iUn^^ 
^* dmtiffimi. If the things they accdie me' 
" of be true, let them be proved, or let^my 
^* accufers from henceforth and for ever fbnd 
" convided of a most iMPUDSNtr lie; 
After this challenge, all men will fee who, 
is in the right, they or I. It is my rc^o 
queft therefore, to all the world, to ob-^ 
ferve how they will atft in th^ affair. And^ 

•*^ in. 
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^^Jm tbermean dme to take particular notice, 
^^ diat thefe very geatletnen. Who cannot 
'* bear the leaft affront when it is in theii!' 
<< power to repttUe it, will, in appearance at 
** kaft, patiently bear the greateft, when it 
^^ is not in their power to prevent it : and 
^^ iby with a counterfeit virtue cover their 
^ resd weaknefi. For which reafbn, I have 
^^ the more defignedly provoked their mo«' 
^ 'defty, that die moft illiterate may difcem, 
*' that : if they hold their peace, their pa-' 
^ tiencfr will not be the refult of tibcir meek^ 
^f nefs, but of their oitiltiness of con- 
**'1fcience/' 

So far the Capuchin, Fathers j who con- 
dodesr thus : ^^ This fet of men, whoTe hi- 
^' Hories are (o well known to all the world, 
^^ are (6 notorioufly wicked, and fo info- 
^' lent withal from their impunity, that I 
*^ mufthave renounced Jesus Christ and 
'* his Church, if I had not dctcfted their 
*^ proceedings in this public manner, as well 
*t to vindicate myfelf, as to prevent -the iim- 
** pic from being feduced by them/' 
/Thishoneft Capuchin, Fathers, has cut 
off from your reverences all poffibility of 
making a retreat. You are now convidled of 
bbing profeiicd dctt^ors, and muft defend 

yourfelvei 
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youriielvcs by your maxim, diat this kind of* 
<^umny is no crime at all. This Fanher 
has found out the fecree of {ktppvag your 
mouths s and indeed it is the ipdly way, when^ ^ 
ever your accufatioBS want proof. The beft 
anlwer to every one of you, is that of die* 
Capuchin £ither, MBN^mis jmpudbntissi^ 
Ms\ For what other anfwer can be giveir 
to father Brisacibr forinilance, when he 
fays, that his opponents '* are the ga^tes of 
^'^ hell, the chief ^k&s of the dev9^ defti^ 
*5 tute of £uth, hope, and charity, builders' 
•f up of the trcafury of Antidirift ? Whkh' 
" (fays he) I do not fay by way of reproach;' 
^^ but a^ forced to it by truth/* Would any 
one alive give himfelf the trouble to prove^^ 
^* That he Is not the ^tes of hell, or dbes" 
^' not build up the treafury of Antichrift ?'^ ' 
Again, what other suifwer can I make tO" 
all that wild ftufF which I meet with b your" 
books and advertifements upon my Letters P 
As for example ; *' That fome folks ap^y* 
to their own ufe what was put into their 
hands by way of reftitution, and by that 
niieans l^ing the creditors to b^gary : that 
bags of money have been ofiered to cer^ > 
*^ tain learned Monks who have refufed them s 
^' that benefices have becu^ poaferred, for na. 

«* other 
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other purpofe but to preach up herefy a* 
gainft the faith. That feme of the high- 
eft dignity in the Churchy and principal 
ofii^ers in fovereign Courts, are penfioners 
of the Janfenifts: that I myfelf am a 
" pen^cmcr of Port- Royal, and that I wrote 
** ROMANCES, before I wrote my Letters." 
I write romances ! I never fo much as read 
one in all my life ; or fo much as know the 
names of thofe written by your own apologift* 
What can I fay to all this hat-^^mentiris im-- 
pfidentiffimiy unlefs you will name the per- 
fons, 1;cll what they faid, and when, and 
where ? Either relate and prove all the cir- 
cumftances, as I have done in my ftories of 
father Albv, and John d*Alba, or elfe 
be filent ; for otherwife let me tell you, you 
will hurt none but yourfelves. The world 
perhaps might give fome advantageous credit 
to your fables, before it knew your principles^ 
but now that the curtain is drawn and all dif- 
covered, when you offer to whifper ** That 
" a perfon of probity, who would not have 
*^ his name mentioned, told you moft terri- 
*' ble things of fome folks,*' you will be 
prefenUy put in mind of the mentiris /if- 
FUDENrissiME^ of your good Capuchin Fa- 
ther. 
^ You IL N Yott 
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Yoii have but too long Impofed upon the • 
world, and abufed that credit which waflf 
given to your impodures. It is high time 
to rcftore the reputation of thofc whom yoil 
had afperfed. For what innocence is there 
that can be fo univerfally acknowledged but 
what muft fuffer fome ftain, from the con-*^ 
fident impoftures of a fodety which is (pread 
over the face of the whole earth ? Who, un- 
der the garb of religious men, cover fouls 
fo void of religion as to commit fuch a crime 
as defamation, and afterwards^ defend it by 
an avowed maxim of their own coining. 

I hope the world then will excufe me for 
deflroying that confidence which might at 
firft be repofed in you ; fince it is much 
greater juftice to preferve, for fo many as you 
have injured, that reputation of piety which 
they ought not to be robbed of, than to leave 
you that reputation of fincerity which you do 
not deferve. 

But as one cannot be done without the 
other, it is abfolutely neceflSiry to let the 
world know, what fort of creatures you are. 
This is what I have now entered upon, but 
to go through with it will take up a good 
deal more of my time : however. Fathers, 
I give you my word, the world fhall fee it, 

and 
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and I defy your whole politics to gnaraoty 
you from it For all the efforts you can 
employ to hinder iti will only (hew^ even to 
perfons of the leafl penetration, that you were 
afraid^ and your own confciences condemn- 
ing you for what I might further fay, will 
prove you have done aU you could to pre^ 
Vent it, 

i ami Sir^ Scci 
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Dec. 4, 16^4, 

Rev. Fathers, 

I Come now to the reft of your caluinnies^ 
but I (hall anfwer in the firft place, tboie 
that remain of your advertisements* 
But, as all your other books are equally full of 
them, I Aiall not want ample matter to en- 
tertain you on this fubjedt, as long as I ihaU • 
judge it proper. 

As to your idle ftory againft the BiiQiop of 
Ypres, which we meet with in^ all your writ- 
ings, I tak« upon me to fay, that you ma- 
iiciouQy abufe fome doubtful expre01oiis in 
one of his letters ; which being capable of a 
good fenfe (liould be taken in a good fenft, 
according to the charitable fpirit of the 
Church i and cannot indeed be taken other^ 
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wife, but by the malicious fpirit of a Jcfuit, 
For when he fays to his friend, " Do not trou- 
*• ble yourfelf fo much about your nephew; 
** for I will fnpply him with what he wants 
•* out of the money I have in my hands j" 
why (hould you conftrue thofe words as if he 
meant to take that money as never intending 
to repay it^ rather than as laying fo much of 
it out at prefent, intending to make it good 
afterwards ? But how came you to be guilty 
of fo great an imprudence as to prove your- 
felves liars, by your own tcftimony from 
the Bifhop's other letters of your own print- 
ing, by which it plainly appears that what 
money he [the Bifhop] laid out was only by 
way of ADVANCE MONEY, which he was 
afterwards to reimburfe ? This is evident from 
the letter (which to your confulion you pub- 
lifhed) bearmg date July 30, 16 19, which 
fays exprefly, " Do not trouble yourfelf a- 
** bout ADVANCE-MONEY, he (hall not 
^* want any thing as long as he is here." And 
firom that of Jan. 6, 1620, where he fays, 
" You are too prefling ; but ftiould I be call- 
" cd upon to give in my accounts immcdi- 
*' ately, I do not doubt but that the little 
" credit I have in this place, will yet be «- 
*^ nough for me to make up the money updn 
" occafion.'* N 3 You 
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You fee, Fathers, you trc M great im^ 
poftors in what you fay about the Bilhop, a« 
In your ridiculous ftory about the poor'e boif 
of St. Merry, For what fervieehas thatac- 
cufation done you, which one of your en- 
gines brought againft the poor clergyman, 
whom you wanted to tear Jn pieces ? Muft 
we conclude that a man is guilty becauie he 
is accufed ? God forbid. Fathers ; becauie men 
of his piety may be accufed for ever, as long 
as there are calumniators in the world like 
you. We muft not then judge of him frotn 
his accufation, but from his fentence. Now 
the fentence paiTed the 23d of Feb. 1656, 
abfolutely cleared him : and what is more, 
the very pcrfon who foolifhly engaged him- 
felf in this iniquitous profecution, was not on- 
ly difpwned by his collegues, but obliged to 
retraft all he had faid. And as to what 
you fay in the fame place of that " famous 
^* director who enriched himfelf in a mo- 
^* mentjj to thp value of 900,000 livres,'* 
I ihall only refer you to the minifters of St. 
|lock and St. Paul, who can fatisfy all Paris, 
as well of that gentleman's equity, as your 
IjncxcufaWe ipalice, in this your fo baffe im- 
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But to dwell no longer upon fijch trifling 
faliitie^^ wbicti are nothing more than the 
nide eira3rs of your novices, let us come now 
to the bold important ilrokes of your pro- 
feffors. And here. Fathers, I (hall lay open 
one of the blacked calumnies that the utmoft 
effort of your moft exalted genius has evcrpro- 
duced« I mean your intolerable impudence 
in charging holy Nuns, and their diredtorF, 
with ** dilbelieving the myftery of tranfub* 
^* Aantiation, and the real prefence of Jesus 
" Christ in the Eucharift/' 

This, Rev. Fathers, is a hold impofturc 
indeed, and worthy only to proceed from 
you! This is fuch a crime which none but 
God himfelf can punifh, and none but you 
Jefuits could ever commit. One ought to be 
as humble as thofe injured maids, to be able 
to bear it patiently, and as wicked as their 
icandalous accufers, to believe it. I do not 
pretend therefore to justify them; for 
they are not fo much as suspected. If 
they wanted advocates, they might foon find 
better than I am. I fliall not undertake their 
juftification ; they lye under no fufpicion of 
your charge. Had they occafion for cham- 
pions they would foon find out more able ohe's 
than I am. What I (hall fay to it is but to 
N 4 demonftrate 
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depoon(lra(e ycnir malice^ and not their ior 
nocence. I will try to make yea here atJior 
your own felves, and convince the wholq 
world that you are capable of faying^ and 
doing any thing. 

Notwithftanding all this, I know very well 
you will not hefitate to iky, that I have fomc 
relation to Port*Royal, for that is the firft 
thing you fay againft thofe that oppofe your 
extravagances ; as if no one could have zeal 
enough to defend the purity of the chriftian 
doctrine againft you, but who muft cotnefrom 
Port-Royal. I am not unacquainted. Fathers^ 
with the great merit of thefe pious reclufei, 
who have retired to that holy folitude, nor how 
inuch the whole Church is obliged to them for 
their very folid and edifying works. I know 
like wife their piety and enlightened underftand* 
ing. For though I was never fetded amongft 
them, as you would make the world believe," 
without fo much as knowing who I am, yet 
am I acquainted with some of them, and 
honour the virtue of them all. But GO0 
hath not comprehended in that fingle com^ 
munity all fuch as he will employ to ftop 
your enormities. And I hope, by his aflift* 
ancc, to make you fenfible of it. And if 
Ee grants oie his grace to fupport me in the 
I defign 
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defigQ he prompts me to, which is, to em-- 
ploy all his gifts in his fervice, I (hall treat you. 
Fathers, in fuch a manner, as to make youre<-^ 
gret you had not a Port*Royal man to deal with. 

And to (hew you. Fathers, that I megn 
it, whereas they, whom you have fo much 
injured by your infamous detractions, content 
themfelves with offering up to God their fighs 
and groans, to obtain his gracious pardon for 
your fins $ I, who am not at all concerned in 
your calumny, find myfelf obliged to make you 
afhamed of it, before the face of the whole 
Church, and fo to work in you, if poffible, 
that falutary confufion fpoken of in Scripture, 
a^ almofl the only remedy for hearts harden- 
ed and fteeled like yours ; ** Fill their faces 
" with fhame, that they may feek thy name» 
*' O Lord : Impk fades eorum ignomimJ, 
" & quarent nomen tuum^ Domine" 

But this infolence of yours, which tradu- 
ces the mofl facred recefles, mufl have a flop 
put to it. After fuch a calumny as this, 
who can be fafe ? What, Fathers! publicly to 
fix it up in all the flreets of Paris, that there 
is fo fcandalous a book with the name of 
yoiir father Meynier at the head of it, and 
with this infamous title ? ** Port- Royal and 
[^ Geneva united againft the mofl Holy Sa- 

• ** crament 
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'* cramcnt of the Altar ?'' Wherein yoa ac- 
cufe not only Mr. dz S. Cyran, and Mr, 
Arnauld <^ thi$ apoftafy ; but alfo nio- 
ther Agnes, his fifter, and all the Nuns of 
that monaftcry, " Whofe faith, you fay, p. 
^' 96, is as much fufpeded concerning the 
** Holy Eucharift, as that of Mr. Arn aulb, 
^ whom you affirm to be, p. 4. a downright 
'' Calvinift." 

Now I appeal to all the world, if there 
b0 any community in the Church, on whom 
you could throw fuch ^n abominable invec«- 
tive, with lefs appearance of truth i For if 
theft Nuns and their directors were '^ united 
^* with Geneva againft the mod Holy Sacra* 
** mcnt of the altar,'' (which cannot be 
thought on without horror) pray tell me, 
leathers, why (liould they have taken, for the 
principal ofajcA of their devotion, the Sacra- 
ment which they hold in abomination ? Why 
(hould they have added to their- rule the in- 
ftitutionof the blefTed Sacrament? Why (hould 
they have taken the habit of the blefled Sa- 
crament? Why taken the name of the Nuns of 
the blefled Sacrament? Why call their church 
the church of the ble&d Sacrament ? Why 
Qiould they petition for, and obtain from Rome, 
the confirmation of this infUtution, with 
I • the 
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<he privflegc to repeat every Thurfaay, the 
t)ffice of the blcflccl Sacrament, in which the 
fiiith of the Church is fo perfeSHy exprcffed, 
if they had ** conrpired with Geneva to dc- 
^•'* ftroy that faith of the Churt:h ?'* Why 
flioald they oblige themftlves, by a peculiar 
tfcvotion of their own, a^d approved of too 
by the Pope, to have night and day without 
interoiiflion Nuns ftanding before the pre- 
fencc of that Sacred Hoft, to atone by their 
•perpetual adorations of this perpetual facri*. 
iice, for the wickcdtiefs of that herefy which 
endeavours to deftroy it ? 

Now, Fathers, give fome reafon, if you 
can, why, of all the myfteries of our reli- 
^^on, diey (hould rejed thofc that they do 
'believe, to embrace that which they do not 
' believe ? And, why fliould they devote them- 
felves in (b full and abfolnte a manner, to 
that, myfteiy of our faith, if they took it as 
Heretics do, for the myftery of iniquity ? 
What reply can you make. Fathers, toftic^ 
evident teftimonies as thefe, not only dccfe- 
rations but adlions, and that not fome parti- 
CTlar aAioris neither, but a whole couric of 
life entirely devoted to the adoration of Je- 
sus Christ redding upon our altars ? Or, 
Vfhdt atifwer can you make to thofc books 

^hicl^ 
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which yoa impute to Port Royal, which are 
full of the moft precife terms which the Fa-^-' 
thers and Councils made ufe of to exprefs 
the very eflence of diis myftcry ? It is a ri- . 
diculous, but at the Tame time, a horrid 
thing, to fee how you anfwer this in your 
libel;— -as for inftance, Mr. Arnauld, you 
fay, fpeaks very well of " transubstan- 
^' T I AT ION," but perhaps he means ** a fi- 

•* GURATIVE TRANSUBSTANTIATION.*' 

He profcffcs indeed to believe the ** real 
" PRESENCE," but who cvcr told us that 
he underflands it ^' of a true and real 

•* FIGURE?" 

Where are we now. Fathers ? And whoni 
could you not pafs upon the world for a Gtl- 
vinift whenever you pleafe, if you take the 
licence to corrupt the moft canonical and fa^ 
cred expreiHons that can be, with the ma- 
licious fubtilties of your new-coined equivo- 
cations. For who ever made ufe of any o- 
ther terms than thefe, particularly in plain 
difcourfes of piety, where controverfy has 
nothing to do ? And yet the love and refpcft 
they have for that holy myftery, have given 
them an opportunity to fpeak fo fully upon 
it, that I defy you. Fathers, with all your 
cunning, to find in all their writings the leaft 

(hadow 
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ihadow of ambignity, or compliance with the 
itenets of Geneva* 

Every body knows. Fathers, that the he- 
refy of Geneva confifts eflcntially, as you tell 
us yourfelves, in believing that Jesus 
Chxist is not contained in this Sacrament : 
that it is impoflible for him to be in different 
places at the fame time ; that he is really and 
truly no where but in heaven ^ and that it is 
there only he ought to be adored, and not 
upon the altar : that the fuhftance of the bread 
remains: that the body of Jesus Christ 
does not enter into the mouth or ftomach : 
that he is only eaten by faith ; and confe- 
quently, the wicked do not eat him at all : 
and that the mafs is fo far from being a fa- 
crifice that it is an abomination. Now, Fa* 
thers, examine a little in what manner '^ the 
" writings of Port Royal correfpond with 
** Geneva/' And you will find to your con- 
fufion, ^^ That the flefh and blood of Jesus 
^' Christ are contained under the fpecies of 
/' bread and wine." Mr. Arnauld's iiecond 
letter, pag. 259. '^ That the Holy of Ho- 
" lies is prefent in the fanduary, and that 
'' he ought to be adored there." ibid. pag. 
243. " That Jesus Christ dwells in fin- 
'^Vjiers who communicate, by the true and 

« real 
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^ real prefenoc of his body in their ftooMchsi 
^' though not by the prefence c^ his fpiri^ 
" in their hearts." Freq. Comm. 3 part^ 
chap« 1 6. ^* That the dead aihes of the Sainti 
*^ bodies derive their principal dignity from 
*' that feed of life remaining in them^ gftei' 
*' the touching the immortal and enlivening 
" flefti of Christ." 1 part. chap, 40. ''That 
*' it is not throagh any natural power, but 
'* through God's omnipotence (to whidi 
^^ nothing b impofiible) that the body of 
*' Christ is not only contained in the Hoft 
•' but in the minuteft part of every Hoft/* 
Theolog, Fam. Lee. 15. *' Tlwtt the divine 
/^ virtue is preifent to [Hroduce that dSt(ki 
^* which the words of confecration intend.'^ 
^ihid. '' That Jesus Christ who ia huoi'^ 
^^ bled and laid low upon the altar, is at the! 
** iame time elevated in hii glory : that he^ 
*^ by himfelfy and by his own power, is in 
^* feveral pl^sccs at the fame time j as well id 
^^ the midft; of the Church militant and itine^ 
*^ rant, as in the midfl: of the Church trium-> 
« phant." Of fu^enfion-, reafon £|, « That 
<< the facramental fpecies's rect^ fqfpended^ 
^^ and fubfift after an extraordinary manner^ 
*^ without being uf^held by any fub^<%, and 
!.* that the body of Jesus Christ is in. like 

** manner 
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^* manner fufpended tinder the fpecies's, but 
*' does not depend upon them, as fubftan-^ 
'' oeg depend upon acx:ident8/' ibid. 23. 
^^ That the fubftance of the bread is chang*^ 
^' ed, the accidents remaining unchangeaUe/' 
In the profe hours of the blefled Sacrament^ 
" That Jesus Christ r^fcs in the Eu- 
^' charift^ with the fame glory that he has 
" in heaven/' Letters of Mr. St. Cyran, 
torn. I. let. 93. ^^ That his glorious huma« 
'* jiilyrefides in the tabernacles of the Church, 
^* under the fpecies or appearances of txead, 
^* idiich vifibly cover it; and that forafmudi 
^^ as he knows us to be but of grofs under- 
^' flandii^s, he takes this method' to induce 
us to adore his divinity, which is prelent 
in ALL places, by adoring his humanity, 
*^ which is only prefent in a particular pkce.^ 
ibid. " That we take the body of Je s u 8 
" Christ upon the tongue which he 
^VianAifies by his divine touch." Let. 32. 
^' That he enters into the mouth of the 
" prieft." Let. 72. And, « That although 
Jesus Christ, out of his great love and 
mercy, hath made himielf acceifible to us^ 
in this blefled Sacrament, yet he iUU re« 
*' tains his inacceflibiiity therein, as aninfe- 
^^ parable condition of his divine nature $ for 

y though 
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'^ though there be nothing more than the 
•* body, and blood, by virtue of the words, 
M vi verborum^ (as the fchools fpeak) yet that 
*' does not hinder, but that his whole (^i- 
^' nity, as well as his whole hunianity, may 
'* be prefent by a neceiTary confequence and 
" conjundtion/' Vindication of the chaplet 
" of the bleffed Sacrament, pag. 2.17. And 
Jaftly •* That the Holy Eucharift b both fa- 
" crament and facrifice." Theol. Fam. led* 
15.^* And though this facrifice be a commCi. 
" moration of thatof the crofs, yet there is diis 
" difference between them, vix. The iacri- 
** fice of the mafs is offered only for the 
'^ Church, and the faithful members of her 
•* communion, whereas the facrifice of the 
" crofs (as the Scripture fpeaks) was offered 
" for all mankind/' ibid. p. 1 5. 

This is enough, I believe. Fathers, to e- 
?incc clearly, that there never was a greater 
piece of impudence than this of yours, fince 
the world began. But I fhall pufh this point 
a little further, and make you yourfelves pafs 
fentence upon yourfelves. For, what do yoii 
nquire of any man, to clear him from fuf« 
pidon of union with Geneva ? If Mr. Ar^ 
If AULD (fays your father Meynier, pag. 
83.) had faid^ '' That in this adorable my^ 

'1 ftery 
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•• flery there wa* no fubftance of bread un- 
•* der the fpecies (or outward appearances) 
^ but xmly the fleih and blood of j£sud 
f* Christ/' I muft have confeiled that he 
had declared himfelf totally againft Geneva* 
Confcfs it then, yile impoftors as you are; and 
make him publick reparation, for this pub* 
Be injury. How often have you feen it in 
the paflages above ? Befides Mr. Arna0ld'$ 
approbation of Monf. de St. Cyran's Fa- 
miliar Theology, mud furely contain the 
fentimepts of them both. Read then the 
yAnAc fifteenth ledure, and particularly the 
fecond article, and there you v^ill find the 
words you demand ; and more in form thati 
you have exprefled them yourfelves. ^* Is 
^* there any bread in the hoft, or wine in 
^* the cup ? No } for the whole fubftance of 
^ the bread, as well as that of the wine is 
*^ taken away to make room for that of the 
^* body and blood of Jesus Christ, which 
*^ alone remains there, but covered with 
'^ the qualities and Q>ecies of bread and 
^ wine." 

What fay you, Fathers ? Will you affirm 
after this, that Port-Royal teaches nothing, 
** that is not received by Geneva ?'' Or, that 
;Mr. Arnauid has faid nothing in his fecond 

Vol. IL O letter^ 
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istttr^ ^ but what nkight have beco (aid bf * 
V ^ miniftar of Charenton > . .. j 

^Make MesTRezat, if you can, fpealfi 
«l,Mr. Arnauld does in the fiune kttci;' 
p» 237,&c. ''That it is a fcandalous lie toacr 
cufe him of denying tranfubftantiation : that 
he takes, for the foundation of his bqok% 
the truth of the real prefence of the Soa of 
God, in dired oppofition to the hereby .<>f 
Calvin : that he thinks himfelf hap^ 
to be in a place where the Holy of HQlies 
is continually adored as prefent ia the (aa<> 
tuary/* Which is much more oppofite 
$o the belief of the Calvinifts, than the real 
|ire(ence itfelf ; becaufe, as Cardinal pf 
Richelieu lays in his Controverfy, pu 53|^» 
♦* The new French minifters having uoited 
^^ themfelves to the Lutherans^ who believe 
" the real prefence, have declared thereby; 
'' that they do not feparate from the Church 
" as to this myftery, but by rcafon of the 
^' ADORATION wluch the Caiholics p^y.tp 
y the eucharift." Get all thepaflag«,.I 
have quoted from Port-Royal, to tie fub- 
fcrtbed at Geneva; and not only thofe, but 
whple treatifes written of this myftery^ (uch 
as the book of Frequent Communion i The 
explication of the Ceremonies of theMa(s^ 

The 
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The txcrdfe dtiring the Mafi; The rca* 
fons of the fufpehfion of the holy Sacra- 
ment ; The tranflatJOfi of the Kymils of the 
hours at Port- Royal, &c. In a word, make 
that holy inftitution of adoring Jssus 
Christ without intermiflion, veiled in the 
holy facrament, to be eftablifhed at Charen- 
ton, as it is at Fort-^Royal, and it will be the 
moft iignal fervice you can do to the Church ; 
for dien, Pbrt-Royal will no longer " aft in 
**^ concert with Genera," but Genei^ aft in 
concert widi Port-Royal, and the whole 
Church. 

Certainly, Fathers, you could never have 
fallen upon any thing more unlucky than t6 
tharge Port-Royal with difbelicving the holy 
edcharift} but I will tell the world how yotl 
came to do it. You know, lam a little ac- 
quainted with your politics, which in thia 
point were of great fervice to you. If Mr. 
i>ESt, Cyran, and Mr. Arnauld had 
^nly told us, what our faith in this myftcry 
khoukl be, and not what ftiould be done by 
way of preparation to it, they would have 
l)cen the beft Catholics in the world, and no 
'fort of equivocation had been found in their 
terms of reaI--presence, or transub- 
sfANt'iATiON. But, fincc all who arc 
'--' O 2 . enemies 
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enemies to your ihameful diibrders, muil be 
heretics^ oay muft be fo, even as to evety 
.particular point which they undertake fa 
make their attacks upon, how was it poflible 
for Mr. Arnauld to efcape, being one up- 
on the fubjed of the eucharift^ who had wricL 
•ten a treatife exprefly to condeom your pn)- 
;£inations of that facrament ? What ! fliall he 
fay with impunity, Fathers, *' That the bo- 
dy of Jesus Christ ought not to be 
given to fuch as relapfe often into the 
fame fins, and difcover not the leafthope 
of stmendment? Or that they ought to 
be ieparated for fome time from the altar, 
that, having purified themfelves by a fin- 
cere repentance, they may approach it afr 
•• terwards, with true benefit to themfelves?" 
If you let people talk at this rate, give 
me leave to tell you. Fathers^ your confef- 
fional boxes will be very empty. For, your 
father Brisacier fays, 'V if you followed 
'^ this method, you coy Id apply the blood of 
** Jesus Christ to no body." Your beft 
way is to pcrfuade people to follow that ptae- 
tice of your fociety, mentioned by Masca- 
KENNHAs, in a book which has not only 
the approbation of ydur dodlors, but of your 
Rev. Father General himfdf. It is this;: 

"All 
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3^ '^Ait forte of people, even the very prfefts 
^ may receive the body of Jesub ChrisI*, 
** the very day they defile themfelves with 
•^* flbomiftable crimes: that men are fb far 
•*• from committing any irreverence by fucb 
•* communions, that on the contrary, they 
'^ ought to be commended for fo doing r that 
•*^ confcflbrs ought not to put them off, but 
'•* are rather obliged, to advife thofe who 
^^ come frefti from their pollutions, to com- 
•^^'municate immediately; for though the 
'♦• C^Jurch indeed has forbidden it, yet that 
^ prohibition is aboliflied by the univcrfal 
,^ praflice of the whole world* 

This it is. Fathers, to have Jcfuits over 
4hc whole world. This, is the univerfai prac- 
tice which you have introduced, and make 
4t your bufinefs to fupport. Not troubling 
yourfelves with what abominations you place 
at the table of Jesus Christ fo you can 
but fill your own churches. I would prove, 
"was I in your cafe, every man that oppofed 
^ymi in this point, to be an heretic againft 
the facrament. It muft be done at all ad« 
^wnturcs. But how will you be able to do 
it, after fo many irrefragable prooft of their 
faith ? Are not you afraid I (hould produce 
the four grand proofs which you give of their 
* O 3 hcrefy ? 
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berefy ? I am fure you ought to be £>, Fa-* 
thers, and I ought not to fpare you the (hame 
of them. Let us examine the firft proof. 

" Mr. St. Cyran, ({ays father Mey- 
^^ nier) to comfort one of his friepds for 
^ the death of his mother, torn. i. lett. 14, 
V fays, that the most agreeable facriiice a 
^* man can make to God on fuch an occa«» 
^^ fion^ is patience : therefore he is a Cai- 
^' vinift/' 

. That is very arch, and very finely Ipun, 
my good Fathers, but I do not think any one 
tus the reafon why it is fo. But let us take 
it from himfelf. " Becaufe, faith this able 
^ difputant, he does not believe then the 
*y facrifice of the mafs, for that is the most 
*' agreeable to God of any." 

Who fays now, that the Jefuits arcf not 
good reafoners? They are fuch very gpod 
ones, that they can make all forts of difcourfe 
heretical, when they plcafe, nay even the 
very Scripture itfelf. For would it not be 
herefy to fay, as the preacher does ; 
*^ Nihii e/l iniquius quam amare pecuniam : 
** Nothing is worfe than the loveof money ?" 
As if adulteries, murders, and idolatry were 
not greater ^t\$ : and who is there who does 
not fay fomcthing like it every day of their 

lives I 
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llites ? As for inilance : the &crifice of a ' 
bildlcen and contrite heart is the moil accept-* • 
able in the (ighf of God : for in fuch propo-* 
iitSons, we make the comparifon only between 
interiour virtues, with relation to one another, 
aad not with the grand facrifice of the mafs, 
which is of a quite different order, and of an 
infinitely faperior nature. 

Do not you tliink now^ Fathers, that you 
are extremely ridiculous ? Or mud I, to com- 
plete your (hame, lay before you the expreft 
words of the fame letter, where Mr.St/CY«i 
KAN, fpeaking of the facriBce of the mafs, ftilea 
it THE MOST EXCELLENT ofall, and adds, 
** We offer unto God every day, and in 
'^ ALL places the facrifice of the tx)dy of his 
•* Son, who could not*6nd a more excel- 
•^ LENT MEAN than this, to do honour to 
•• his Father ?" And afterwards, •* That Je- 
•* 6 us Christ hath commanded us, topar^ 
ticipate, in our dying hour, of his facri- 
ficed body, to make the facrifice of our 
own the more acceptable to God $ that 
by thus uniting himfelf to us in our laft 
agony, he may fupport us by his prefence, 
and fandtify the lalt facrifice we are mak- 
ing to Gob of our life and body/* 

O 4 But^ 
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But, Fathers, here your diiHmulation is of 
ufe to you, and fo go on for all this with fay** 
ing as you do, p. 33. that he difiuaded rata 
from the facrament at the point of death, 
that he diibelieved the facrifice of themais; 
for there is nothing too adventurous for flan* 
derers by profcffion. And that you are fuch, 
your fecond proof will fully demonftrate : It 
is this. 

In order to ipake the late Mr. de St. Cv- 
RAN, (on whonGi you fafher the book of 
Petrus AuRELlus) a Calvinift, you pro* 
duce a paflage where Aurelius (p. 89.) ex- 
plains the behaviour of the Church, towards 
iuch priefts and bifhops, as fhe would depofe 
or degrade. *^ The Church, (fays he) not 
being able to take away the power of the 
order, becaufe the character is indelible^ 
flie does all flie can ; for, (he blots that 
charader out of her metnory, which (he 
cannot out of the fouls of thofe who have 
once received it. She confiders them aiar 
priefts or bifhops no longer. So that acv 
cording to the cominoq voice of %hfs^ 
Church, we niay affirm they are np Ibogcr 
fuch, though they ftill are [and miift be} 
as to what refpedts the char^der ; Qi Wr 
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You foe, Path6r8^ that ^k author, ap«. 
proved of by three general afifembllea of die 
dergy of France, fays cxprefly, " That the 
^^ diaradter of the prieflhood is indelible, and 
^^ yet you make hinl fay quite contrary, in- 
^* that very paflage, that the charader of- 
^^ the priefUiood is i»ot indelible/^ I am 
tempted to call this a notorious calunmy j but 
1 beg pardon, ■ It is nothing, according 
to you, but a trifle, a peccadilb. For that 
book, it ieems, had hurt you a good deal,, 
by refuting the herefies of your brother Je- 
fuits in England, about epifcopal authority. 
But here you run into tl^ extremity of alt 
extravagance, and are guilty of a palpable and 
mortal fin even in regard to all common fenie* 
For you premHe Mly, that MndcSt. Ctran 
held, that the charaAer xn^^ be taken a« 
way, and conclude from thence. What?— - 
That he does not believe the real prefence of 
Jesus Christ in the Sacrament. 

I hope^ Fathers, you do not expert any 
reply to fuch fhifF as this ; if you have not 
coiiiMon fenfe I cannot give it you. But^ 
thofe that have, v^ill laugh heartily both at 
you, and your third proof, vsrhich is ground^ 
ed oA diefe words out of the Frequent Com^ 
Qiunion, jp. 3. chap. 11 « ^^ That God feeds 
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« us, in the holy eucharift, with rkft* 
'^ SAME FOOD that he does the faintt hi 
"heaven, with this only diflfercnce, that 
" here he deprives us of the fenfible tafttf 
•* and fight, referving both till we come to 
^« heaven/' 

Surely thefe words. Fathers, do fo natu« 
rally exprefs the fenfe of the Church, that t 
am puzzled to guefs how you can pervert 
diem. For my part, I fee nothing in them 
but what the council of Trent tells us, {tff. 
1 3 . c. 8. That there is no other difference be- 
tween Jesus Christ in the facrament, and 
Jesus Christ in heaven, but that here 
he is veiled, and there he is not. Mr. Ar- 
N AULD does not fay there is no other differ- 
ence in the manner of receiving Jesus 
Christ. But, that there is no other dif- 
ference in Jesus Christ, who is received. 
And yet you, againft all reafon and argu- 
ment, would make him affirm in this paf-- 
fage, that Christ is no more eaten by the 
mouth here, than he is in heaven ; therefore 
he is an heretic. 

Is that your conclufion ? I really pity vou. 
Fathers ! Are you to be told any mortf that 
you muft not confound this divine food ttrith 
the manner of iccciving it ? The imgfe^dif- 

ference;i 
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ibrencCy as I told you but now, between thk 
divine food in earth, and in heaven, is this : 
on earth, this food is hidden under fuch vdk 
us talce from us both the fight and tafte of it: 
but there are many differences in the manner 
of receiving it both here and in heaven : and 
the prbcipal difference is, according to Mr* 
A R N A u L D, p. 3. ch. 16. •* That here, 
*' Christ enters into the mouth and fto- 
'^ mach both of good and bad,'' but it is not 
fo in heaven. 

But, if you do not know tht reafon of 
this diverfity, let me tell you. Fathers, that 
the caufe why Goo appointed the different 
ways of receivbg the fame food, is the dif^ 
ference there is between the condition of 
ChriAians in this life, and that of the blefled 
in heaven. ** The ftate of Chriftians (accord- 
ing to Cardinal Du Perron, who in this fol- 
lows the Fathers) is a middle flate between 
the blefled and the Jews. The blefled poflefa 
Jesus Christ really, without figures, and 
without veils. The Jews never poffefled him, 
but under figures and veils, fuch as the man- 
na and the pafchal lamb. And Chriftians pof- 
iefs Jesus Christ in the eucharifl truly and 
really,, but flill [hid] under veils. " God^ 
^\ f^ St, EucHERi us^ made himfelf three 

•* tabernacles J 
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*^ tebernacles $ the fynagogiie wkioh h^ bs* 
^^ ly ihadows without troth} the Chordiy 
^^ which hath both the ihadows and truth ; 
>^^ and heaven^ where there are no fiiadtev:)^ 
« but troth alone/' 

We (hoald depart from the oxxiiiaon ii 
whidi we are, I mean from that ftate 6£ 
faith, which by St. Paul k oppofed to the 
law as well as to perfed vifion, were we to 
poflefs nothing bat figures, without Jss ui 
Christ, becaufe it is the proper^ of nhe 
law to have only the fhadow df things, vmh^ 
out the fubilance. And we fhould err as mudi 
on the other hand, did we poflefs him wfit 
bly; becaufe ''faith, as St. Paul fays, is 
•• the evidence of things not feen/* The fsu> 
crament, therefore, is adapted to our fbte of 
faith, becaufe it includes Jesus Christ real* 
ly and truly, though veiled. From hence St 
follows, that this ftate of faith would intire« 
ly be deftroyed, if Jesus Christ be not 
really under the fpecies of bread and wine, 
{as heretics pretend) or, if he was vecdiwd 
without any veil, as in heaven : fince tfaia 
would be to confound our prefent {late, eidier 
with that of Judaifm, or that of glory. 

This, Fathers, is the myfterious and divined 
icafon of this myftery wholly divine : this, ii 

what 
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whtt inaket us deleft CaiviniTtx^ as what 
Wonld reduce us to tbe date of Judakixi ; and 
makes us likewiie afpire to the glotjof the 
j&incs in heaven, where we ihall have the 
full and eternal enjoyment of Jesus Christ. 
By this, yon &t there are different methods 
by which hecommunicateshimfelf to ChrifUU 
«&8 here below, and to the blefled above ; aod 
^t (amongft others) on earth he is received 
onto the mouth, and not fo in heaven ; but 
that they all depend upon the fole difference 
that there isbetween the ftate of Aith where*- 
in WE. ape, and that ftate of pcrfeGt vi^ 
fion wherein they are. This, is what oc* 
cafioned Mr. Arnauld to declare (b ex^ 
prefly, ** That there ought to be no other 
*^ difference between the purity of thofe who 
•' receive Jesus Christ in the facrament, 
^' and that of the faints in heaven; but what 
*' is betwem faith and vifion; on which alone 
'^ depends the difierent manner whereby he is 
'^ eaten on earth,and in heaven." You, Fathers^ 
fhould rather have reverenced the facred truth 
contained in thefe expreilions, than have 
wrefted them to find an herefy which never 
was, nor ever can be in them, wz. '^ That 
" JesusChrist is only eaten by faith, 
*^ and not by the mouth :'* as your fathers 

Annat 
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AiiN AT and Meynier malidoufly pretend; 
and make it the principal head of dieir ac« 
cufation* 

You fee, my good Fathers, that yon come 
but poorly off in proofs, and that makes you 
have recourfe to a new artifice, which is, to 
falfify the Council of Trent, on purpofe to 
make Mr. A r n a u l d againil it. A fine 
way this, amongft many others, to mak6 
people heretics 1 Yet this is done by youf 
father Meynier m fifty places of his book 
at leaft, and eight or ten times in the fingle 
page 54 $ where he pretends, diat if an^^ 
man would exprefs himfelf like a true Ga^ 
tholic, it is not enough to fay, ^* I believe 
** that Jesus Christ is really prefentm the 
•* facrament ;" but he muft fay, " I beHeve 
•* WITH THE couNCix. that he IS prefent 
thereby a true local presence, dr 
locally." And then he dtes the coundl; 
feiT 13. can« 3. can. 4. can. 6. Who would 
not imagine, when he faw the words local 
PRESENCE quoted from three canons of ah 
oecumenical council, but that thofe words 
were really there? This might have done 
i)efore my fifteenth letter came out, but 
now. Fathers, people are not fo cafily caiight 
We go now and look into the council; and 

find 
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SpdyOfi to be rank in^poftors : for theic worcte 

LOCAL PRESENCE, LOCALLY, LOCALITY, 

never were there. And what is more. Fa* 
thers, I afiirm, they are not in any other part 
either of that coundl, or in any council prior 
to it, or in any one Father of the Church* 

I would fain know, after all this. Fathers^ 
if you will pretend to call fuipicions of Cal* 
yoxirm upon all fuch as have not made ufe 
of thefe tera^ ? If fo, we muft {nfpoGt the 
cpuxxril of Trent of being Calviniilical, as 
well as all the holy Fathers to a man. You are 
greater friends to equity than to make ufe of 
;a private quarrel, in order to excite a noify 
pai^tiny tliroughout the whole Church. 
. .Have you no other way to make Mr. Ax- 
HA^LD a heretic, but by offending a thou* 
(and. others that never did you any hurt ? St. 
Thomas^ for inftance, one of the ftouteft 
defenders of the holy eucharift, and who is 
Iq far from making ufe of that term, that 
b^ has abfolutcly rejedled it. 3. p. q. 76. a. 
£^ " Nullo mo Jo corpus Christ i eft in hoc 
\iJkcramento localiter'* 
. . ^^ho are you then, Fathers, that you, by 
your own authority, (hould iuipofe new tcrtus 
q^on the world to exprefs their faith better, 
gsyou think : as if that profeflion of faid^, 
i ,. drawn 

2 
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drawn up bjr the Popes^ agreeable to the or« 
der of the council, (where this term is not 
once to be met with) was defedtive, and caft 
an ambiguity on the creed of the faithful, 
which you alone fbrlboth are able to clear 
up i What confidence 1 what faUhood ! what 
%noraoce J— -Confidence to preicribe the ufe 
ef thefe terms ei^en to the dodors. PaUhood 
to impofe them on general councils. And 
ignorance, not to know what difficulty the 
moft enlightened faints have obje<fled to them, 
** Be afhamed then. Fathers, of your ignorant 
^^ impoftures, and as the Scripture fays, to 
*' fucb ignorant impoftors as you : De mert'^ 
*^ dacio ineruditionis tua confuniirey 

Away then with your didatdrial magide^ 
rial airs \ your charadters and credit are infuf- 
fident to fiipport you. But if you would 
make your propofals with more modedy^ you 
might poflibly be heard. For though this 
term» local presence, was rejeded, (at 
you have feen) by St. Thomas^ becaufe the 
body of Christ is not in the holy i&cra^ 
ment, in the ordinary extenfion of other bo- 
dies in their places ; yet this term has been 
received by fome late writers of controverfy^ 
who mean no more by it than, that the body 
of Jesus Chrtst is really and truly under 
z the 
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the fpccies's, which fpecies's being in a par- 
ticular place, the body of Christ muft be 
fo too* And in thisfenfe, Mr. Arnauld 
will not hefitate to admit it, fince Mr. de 
St. Cyr AN, and he have often both declar- 
ed that Jesus Christ in the facrament 1$ 
truly in a particular place, and miraculoufl/ 
in many places at once. Thus all your refine- 
ments come to nothing ; without giving the 
leaft appearance for an accufation, which you 
(hould never have brought without invincible 
proofs. 

But what fignifies it. Fathers, to oppofc 
their innocence, to your calumnies ? You do 
not charge them with tbcfe errors, from any 
belief that they maintain them, but from a 
belief that they arc hurtful to you. And that 
is enough, according to your theology, to 
afperfe them, without any guilt in you for 
fo doing ; and you may without confefiioii 
or penance celebrate mafs, though at the fame 
time you charge priefts (who fay mafs every 
day) with a belief, that it is pure idolatry. 
Which is fach an horrid piece of facrilcgc, 
that you yourfclvcs ordered your own father 
Jar RIG us to be hanged in effigy, becaufe 
^e had celebrated mafs, whilil '* he held a 
^* corrcfpondcnce with Geneva." 
^ Vol. II. P I am 
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I am therefore furprifed, not that you im- 
(K^fe fuch heinous and falfe crimes, with fo 
little fcruple, but that you impute crimes 
without any probability, with fo little pru- 
dence. For though you difpofe cf men*s 
fins as you pleafe, do you think you can dif- 
pofe of their faith too? Truly, Fathers, 
were it neceffary that the imputation of Cal- 
vinifm muft fall either upon them, or you, 
in my opinion you would come but very bad- 
ly off. Their writings arc as catholic as 
yours, and whereas their behaviour confirms 
their belief, your behaviour belies yours. For 
did you believe, as they do, ** The bread 
** to be really changed into the body of Je- 
** sus Christ," why do not you require, as 
they do, that the flony and icy heart of thofe 
whom you invite to approach it, (hould be 
changed linccrely into hearts of flcfli, and 
love ? If you believe Jesus Christ to be 
in the facrament, as under a ftate of death^ 
to teach all fuch as come to him, to die to 
the world, to fin, and to themfelves, why 
do you encourage thofe to participate, whofe 
vices and guilty pafHons are flill living and 
prevailing ? And how can you judge thofe 
worthy to eat of the bread of heaven, who do 
not deferve to eat of that upon earth ? 

I O profound * 
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O profound adorers of this holy myftery ! 
who employ all their zeal to per fecute thofc 
who honour it by fo many holy communions, 
and flatter all fuch as difhonour it by fo 
riiany facrilegious participations ! How wor- 
thily do thefe aflertors of this fpotlefs and a- 
dorablq facrifice, fill the table of Jesus 
Christ with inveterate finncrs, juft come 
from fcandalous pollutions? and among them 
to place a prieft, whofe very confeflbr has 
fent him reeking from his impurities to the 
altar, there to prefent, in the perfon of Jesus 
Christ, thatmoft holy vidlim, to the God 
of holinefs, and, with his polluted hands, di- 
reft it to a mouth equally polluted? Does it 
not highly become thofe, who (according to 
the approved maxims of their own General) 
make this their praftice " all the world 
*^ over/' to charge the author of Frequent 
Communion, and the Nuns of the facra- 
ment, with not bplieving the holy facrament? 

But yet, this is not all, this is not fufR- 
ci6nt. For to fatisfy their paflions, they at 
laft affirm, that thefe Nuns have renounced 
Jesus Christ and their baptifm. What I 
fay, Fathers, is not one of your idle ftories ; 
but the lamentable excefles by which you have 
filled up the meafurc of your calumnies. It 
Pa was 
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was not fit that fuch a tranfcendent forgery 
(hould be left for it's protedlion in the fingle 
hands of your good friend Filleau, though 
be firft broached it for you, but your whole 
fociety has patronifed it openly, and your fa- 
ther Meynier has lately aflcrted, " as an 
" infallible truth," that Port-Royal, with 
Mr, de St. Cyran, and Mr. Ipre at the 
head of it, have been forming a fecret cabal 
for thefe five and thirty years, " To deflroy 
** the myftery of the incarnation, make the 
" Gofpel pais for apocryphal, exterminate 
•* Chriftian religion, and build up Deifm on 
•* the ruins of Chriftianity.*' Is that all. 
Fathers ? And will you be fatisfied if the 
world will believe all this of them which 
your hatred fuggefts ? Will your paflionate 
malice be fatiated if you could make them 
dcteftable and abhorred not only by all wh6 
are within the pale of the Church, ^' by 

*^ COMBINING WITHGENEVA,"which yOU 

tax them with ; but likewife by all who^re 
without that pale, by the deism you lay to 
their charge ? 

But whom will you not amaze by the 
blind errors of your conduift ? For who do 
you think will believe, on your own bare 
word, without the leaft fliadow of proof, at- 
tended 
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tended by all imaginable contradiftions, that 
bifliops and priefts who preach nothing but 
the grace of Jesus Christ, the purity of 
the Gofpel, and the ties of Baptifm, fliould 
have renounced Baptifm, the Gofpel, and 
Jesus Christ? That they have employed 
their whole time only to eftablifli this apofta- 
fy, and that Port-Royal is ftill bufy about the 
fame work ? 

Who, I fay again, will believe it, Fa- 
thers ? Do you believe it yourfelves, mifera* 
.ble wretches as you are ! To what extremi* 
ties are you reduced ! For, you are neceflarily 
obliged either to make good your charge, or 
to pafs for the moft abandoned detradors that 
ever yet appeared. Prove it then. Fathers. 
Name ** that worthy ecclefiaftic," who, you 
fay, was prefcnt at the meeting of Bourg- 
fontaine, 1 62 1, and difcovered to your friend 
F I L L E A u the defign formed to ruin the 
Chriftian religion. Name thofe fix perfons, 
who, you fay, formed then aid there, this 
confpiracy. Name the man " who is meant 
" by thefe letters, A. A." which, you fay, 
p. 15. " Is NOT Anthony Arnauld," 
becaufe he has convinced you that he was 
not then above nine years old ; " but an- 
** other person who is llill alive, and 
P 3 " too 
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** too much a friend of Mr. Arn a uld> to 
**. be unknown to hina/' It feems then, voir 
know him, Fathers, and confequently, if 
you have the Icaft grain of religion left, you 
are obliged to bring that impious wretch be- 
fore the King and Parliament, to receive the 
punishment due to his demerits. Speak> Fa- 
thers^ fpeak out ; you muft know him, or 
endure the difgrace of being looked upon 
hereafter, as moft infamous liars, unworthy 
ever to be credited. This is the way, the 
only way, which good father Valerian 
has taught, to drive fuch impoftors as you 
arc, to your laft (hifts, and put you " to the 
" rack." Your filence. Fathers, wi^ be an 
ample and convincive proof that the whole 
is nothing but an helli{h detra£tion. The 
moft infatuated of your adherents will be 
forced to confefs, ** that your filence is no 
** proof of your virtue, but a clear one .of 
** your inability ;" and will wonder that you 
could be fo wicked, as to extend your ^ 
fperfions to the Nuns of Port-Royal, and to 
iay, as you do, p. 14. " That the feqpet 
t^ chaplet of the blefled facrament, writtfp 
y by one of them, was the firft fruits of thftt 
/' confpiracy againft Jesus Christ,'* m^ 
p. 95. '* That th«y are infpired with all tl)e 

:" deteftable 
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*• deferable maxims of that book, which 
'• according to you is ftilcd a doctrine of 
" Dcifm." 

Your impoftures againft that performance 
have been fully anfwercd already, and irre- 
covci'ably deftroyed in ** the defence of the 
•* late Archbi(hop of Paris*s cenfurc, againft 
" your father B R i s a c i e r :" to which, 
though you never made any anfwcr, yet you 
|)er{ift in a more fcandalous Way than ever, 
to failen on thcfe religious women, (whofe 
piety is known to all the world) nothing lefs 
than the very height of impiety. 

O barbarous, and vile pcrfecutors ! Can-, 
hot then the moft retired and fecreted cloi- 
ftcrs be an afylum againft your calumnies f 
Whilft thcfe holy virgins, day and night, 
ddore, according to their inftitution, Jesus 
Christ, and the bleffed facrament, you 
ceafe not, day and night, publicly to declare, 
that they do not believe Chris r to be either 
iri the facrament, or at the right hand of his 
Father. And, whilft they are praying for 
you and the whole Church, in fecret, y(Hi 
art tutting them off from being members of 
the Church, in public. You traduce them 
Who have neither ears to hear you, nor tongue 
to make you a reply. 

P 4 But 
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ButjEsusCHRisTjinwhom they arc hid- 
den till the day of his appearance, hears you, 
and anfwers for them. We hear, even now, 
that facred and terrible voice, which at once 
ftartles nature, and confolates the Church. 
And I am afraid. Fathers, that they who fteel 
their hearts, and obftinately refufe to Uften» 
when he fpeaks to them as a God, will be 
forced to liften with dread, and horror,* when 
he fpeaks to them as a Judge. 

For in fhort, Fathers, what account can 
you be able to give to him of your numberlefs 
calumnies ? which he will examine, not ac- 
cording to the fantaftic ideas of Dicastil- 
ijUs, Gans, or Pennalossa, but accord- 
ing to the rules of his eternal truth, and the 
facred ordinances of his Church} which is fo 
far from excufing this crime, that (he abhors 
it to fuch a degree, as to punifli it in the 
fame manner as wilful murder. For (he has 
fufpended calumniatorSj (as well as murder- 
ers) from . the communion 'till the hour of 
death, by the hrft and fecond council of 
Aries. The Latcran council judged calum- 
niators convidt, unworthy to be admitted 
into holy orders, notwithllanding their a- 
mendment. The Popes have gone fo far a^ 
to threate^l thole who liad fcandajjzed biihops, 

pricfts. 
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pneRsy or deaccms, to refiife them the holy 
ooromunion even at their death. And the 
authors of aoy defamatory libel, who cannot 
prove what they advance, arc condemned by 
Pope Adrian, •* to be whipped :'• 
Whipped, Rev. Fathers, pray obferve it, 
*' FLjtGBLLSNTUR.'* So abhorrent, you Tcc, 
has the Church always been to the errors of 
your fociety, which is arrived to that degree 
of corruption as to excufe in others crimes e^^ 
qually monftrous with that of calumny, that 
it may perpetrate them with greater latitude 
itfel£ 

Without all difpute. Fathers, you might, 
by this method do abundance of mifchief, if 
God Almighty had not fo ordered it, that 
you yourfelves fhould furnifh us with the 
means to prevent it^ and render all impoftures 
abortive. For we need only divulge that un-^ 
accountable maxim* which exempts them 
from guilt, and your reputation is gone at 
once forever. For calumny is of no ufe, 
unlefs it be fupported by this powerful credit 
of finccrity. A backbiter will fail in his at- 
tempt, unlefs he can make the world believe 
that he hates the crime, and that he of all 
men living is the laft who would be guilty of^ 
it. And fo, . Rev. Fathers, your own very 

principle 
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^iiiciple- bebrays you. You fet it up in order 
to fecurc your confciences. For you wabt« 
cd to backbite, but did not like to be damnw 
ed for it ; and would fain pafs for ^^ fomtf 
^ of thofe holy and pious backbiters'* 
that St. Athanasius fpeaks of. 

In order, therefore, to fave yourfelves fnom- 
hell, you have pitched upon that maximr 
which will certainly do it, if your dodors^ 
ihay be credited : but this very maxim, whkh, 
according to them, fcreens you from ^i/e 
6vils you may apprehend in the other world, 
takes away all the advantage you may hopel 
from it in this : fo that whild you are thinks 
ing to avoid the vice of detra^on, yoa lofe 
the benefit of it 5 fo very contrary is evil to 
itfelf, confounding and deflroying itfelf by 
die malignity of it's own nature. 

You might backbite with much more ad- 
vantage to yourfelves, if you did but jn'ofefs 
v^ith St. Paul, that bare evil fpeakers, ma^ 
LMDicty are unworthy to fee God: for then, 
at leaf):, your calumnies would be more readi- 
ly believed, though in truth you m'uft con- 
demn yourfelves. But by faying as you do, 
that a falfe charge againfl your enemies is no 
crime, you will lofe your credit in this world, 
and procure to yourfelves damnation in the 

next. 
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next. For, let me tell you. Fathers, there 
is nothing more evident, than that as yous 
QRAVE cafuifls will never he able to annihU 
late the jullicc of God, fo you will never bft 
able to give a greater proof of your havings 
deferted the truth, than by having recourfe 
to a lie. If truth was on your fide, (he would 
not only fight, but conquer for you : and ac-^ 
cording to her own promife, '^ would deliver 
** you from all your enemies." You havA 
recourfe to lies, only to maintain thofe errors 
which flatter the finners of this world, and 
to fupport the falfe accufations which you 
bring againfl; fuch as have piety and courage 
^ough to refift you. Truth beii^ an ene- 
my to your defigns, you were forced " to put 
^* your traft in lies," as the Prophet faith : 
^* Becaufe ye have faid, we have made a 
^' covenant with death, and with hell are 
we at agreement, when the overflowing 
fcourge (hall pafs through, ic (hall not 
^^ con^ unto us, for we have made lies oyr 
^* r^uge, and under faUhood have we hi4 
•' ourfelvcs;" but what anfwer doth th<; 
Prophet make them ? '^ Becaufe, faith, he^ 
^' you have trufted in calumny, and oppr^fn 
'* fion : Sperajlis in calumnia et intumultm 
^' therefore this iniquity (hall be to you a$ a, 

" breach 
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" breach ready to fall, fwelling out In an 
" high wall, whofe breaking cometh fud- 
** denly at an inftant. And he fhall break 
** it as the breaking of the potter's veflel, ^ 
^' that is broken in pieces, he (hall not fparei 
" fo that there ihall not be found in the 
" burfting of it, a (herd to take fire from the 
" hearth, or to take water out of the pit :" 
becaufe, as another Prophet faith, Ezekiel 
xiii. 2 2, 23. " Becaufe with lies ye have 
" made the heart of the righteous fad, whom 
* I have not made fad ; and ftrengthened 
^^ the hands of the wicked, that he (hould 
** not return from his wicked way, by pro- 
mifing him life : I will deliver my peo«- 
pie out of your hand, and ye fhall know 
" that I am the Lord/^ 

We may therefore. Fathers, affuredly hope 
(from this promife of God) that if you do 
not reform, he will take thofe out of your 
hands whom you have fo long beguiled, ei^ 
thcr by letting them alone to continue in their 
errors, through your own ill condud, or by 
tainting them with your poifonous flanders. 
He will excite, in fomo, an apprehenfion that 
the falfe rules of your cafuifts will not fecure 
them from his fierce indignation, and will 
imprint on the hearts of others, a jufl dread 

of 
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of their own perdition, if they liften and 
give credit to your Impoifaires : and at the 
fame time you deftroy yourfclvcs, by invent*- 
ing and propagating them in the world. For, 
be not deceived, God is not mocked. Neither 
fhall any man who breaks the precept of the 
Gofpel, which forbids us to condemn our 
neighbour till we are well afiiired he is guil- 
ty, pafs off with impunity. 

And therefore, whate/fer profeffions of 
holinefs fuch people may make, who become 
fb flexible as to lean towards, and to enter^ 
tain your lies, whatever pretences of devotion 
they may have for it, they muft juftly dread 
their exclufion from heavenly blifs, for the 
fingle fin of charging catholic priefts, and 
holy women, with fuch black crimes as he- 
refy and fchifm, without any other proofs, 
than your fcandalous Impoftures. " The 
** devil, fays Sales, Bifliop of Geneva, 
^' dwells on the tongue of the flanderer, 
^' and in the ear of him that attends unto 
*^ him ; and detraction, faith St. B k R- 
NARD, ferm. in Cant, is a poifon which 
extingui(hes charity in both. So that, 
one fingle calumny may prove fatal to an 
** infinite number of fouls ; becaufe, it does 
** not only murder thofe who fpread it, but 
" thofe alfo who do not rejedt it/' Rev. 

I' 
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* Rev, Fathers, my letters did not ufe to 
come ib quick <)ne upon another, nor to be 
fo long. The little time I have had, is the 
itafon of both. I (hould not have made 
^ this (o long, had I been enough at leifure to 
have fliortened it. What made me in fo 
much hafte you know as well, if not better, 
than I do myfelf. Your replies proved very 
unfortunate to you. You are in the right to 
take a frcfh courfe. But I apprehend you 
have made a wrong choice, and that the 
world will fay you have been afraid of the 
Benedidtlns. 

P. S. I am told, that the perfon whom 
the world calls the author of your Apologies 
denies them ; and is very angry that they are 
fathered upon him. I cannot blame him, 
and confefs I did him wrong to fufpedt him. 
For had it come from ever fo good hands, I 
ought to have been perfuadcd, that he had 
more fcnfe than to believe your Impoftures, 
and more honour than to publifli them, if 
he did not. There are very few men in the 
world, who are capable of fuch extravagan- 
ces as yours are, they are fo peculiar to you, 
and fo much your known charadteriftic, that 
they leave me deAitute of all excufe for not 

difccrning 
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difceming that yoq only could be the prrfons 
cpncerned. CcMOunon report hurried mc ifita 
this miftake. fiut this excufe, which is too 
good for youy is not enough for me, who 
profefs to ailert nothbg without fuffi^ient 
proof, and never did but in this Gnf^c in- 
ftanoe. I am forry for it i I renounce it, and 
wifh you may reform by my example. 
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TO THE 

Rev^ father A N N A T, 

Jefuit and Confeflbr to the King. 



Jan. 23- 1657. 
Rev. Father, 

YOUR late behaviour made me be- 
lieve that you wi(hed for a ceflation of 
arms on both fides^ and I was willing to 
comply with it. . But fibce that, you have 
ipawned fo many pieces in a trice, that it 
feems there is no great certainty of a peace, 
when it depends upon the filence of the Jefu* 
its. I do not know whether this rupture 
will be of any fervice to you or not, but for 
my own part^ I muft confefsy I am not forry 

for 
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for it, becaufe it affords ifie an opportunity 
to refute that common reproach of Herefy, 
with which all your writings are (luffed. 

It is high time that I fhould put a check, 
once for all, to that unbounded licence which 
you take, (and which encreafes every day) 
to treat me as an Heretic. Which you have 
done in the very laft book you publifhed, in 
fuch an infufferable manner, that I might 
well be fufpedted, if I did not make fuch 
an anfwer as the nature of fuch a reproach 
deferves. Amongft abundance of other in* 
juries, which were indifcriminately caft upon 
me by your fraternity, I muft own, that I 
flighted even this of Herefy ; becaufe my fif- 
teenth letter had anfwered them fufficiently. 
But now, truly, you begin to take it a note 
higher ; you make it, and that ferioufly too, 
the very foundation of your defence ; the 
only point you infift upon. For you fay, 
" To give a complete anfwer to my fifteen 
** letters, it is enough to fay fifteen times 
*' that I am an Heretic, and being declared 
" fuch, do not deferve to be credited." So 
DOW, it feems, you take it for granted that 
I am an apoilate, laying it down as an un- 
doubted principle, on which you bqild fo 
confidently, ^nce then. Rev. Father, you 
Vol. IL Q^ treat 
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treat me as an Heretic i& good earned, IrwiU 
try to make an anfwer to it in good eamdft 
too. 

You Icnow very well. Father, that an ac- 
cufation of this nature, is of fuch confequeooe, 
that to advance it without fufficient proof, is 
a moil intolerable temerity. Now, I dcmaod 
wh^t proofs you bring for it ? When waa I 
Ceen at Chakenton ? When have I negr 
leded to^o to mafs^or to do, the duties vhkh 
(very Chriilian ought to do in his own j^ 
rifh ? When, and in what,luive I been ften 
to unite widi Heretics, or to divide from thp 
Church ? What council have I contradi^kttd? 
What papal conftitution have I violated? 
Some anfwer muft be made. Father, or ^yh 
\ . y ou know what I mean. 

But after all, what is your anfwer ? Whfji 
it is this, and I defire every body to chfervo 
it. You fuppofe firft of all, ** That the pcf- 
^* fon who wrote th(j letters, belongs to 
^* Fort-Roy Aj-'** Then yon fay, the Port- 
^(^alifls are declared Heretics, and thenoe 
infer, that he who wrote the letters is a de- ' 
glared Heretic. But the fbrc^ of this ^ccur 
iation, Father, does not fall upon me, but 
ypon Port-Royal : and ]?ou charge me with 
\t^ 9i^ly hecaufe ypu fuppofe me tp be one of 

them. 
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'them. But I can purge myfelf of tliat vory 
eafily, for I only tell you, without any more 
ado, that I do not belong to them, and for 
proof refer you to my letters, wherein I 
£iid that I am alone : and in exprefs terms, 
that I AM not of Port-Royal: as you 
may fee in my fixteenth letter, which came 
out before your book did. 

You muil take fome other CQurfe then, to 
pro^e mean Heretic, or elfe you will betray 
your inability to all the world. Why do not you 
f^oyt that Ire)e& the conflitution by my writ* 
ings^ They arc notfo very voluminous; you 
have but fixteen letters to examine, in which 
I defy you, and all the world, to find a (yU 
iable that looks that way. But, I will let you 
there fee quite the contrary. For, when I 
£ud for inftance, in my fourteenth, " That 
** whoever kills (according to your maxims) 
^' any of his brethren in a mortal fin, damns 
•• them for whom JesusChrist died.'* 
Have I not plainly acknowledged, that Jes^s 
Christ died for thofe very damned ibuls? 
And therefore, it is falfe to fay " That he 
♦*« died only for the predeftinated.** A doc- 
trine condemned by the fifth propofition. 

It is therefore very certain. Father, that I 

have faid nothing in defence of fuch impious 

0^2 propofitions^ 
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propofitions, which I abhor from my foul. 
And ihould Port-Royal defend them, J 
declare to you again, you can prove nothi^ 
againft me upon that account } for, I thaak 
God, I have no attachment to any fodcty 
upon earth, but that of the catholic, apofto* 
lie, and Roman Church, in which I am re- 
folved to live and die ; and in communioo 
with the Pope, the fovereign head thereof 
out of which I am verily perfuaded there is 
no falvation. 

What can you fay to a man that talks in 
this nunner? Where can you attack. me? 
Since neither my writings, nor my conver* 
fation, give you the leaft handl^ to accufe 
me of Herefy, and I find myfelf fafe from 
your threats, by that obfcurity which conceds 
me. You feel yourfelves wounded by an invi-i* 
iible hand, which makes your enormities vj- 
fible to the whole world: whilfl you attempt^ 
but in vain, to affault me in the perfons c^ 
thofe, with whom, you conceive, I have a 
connexion. But I tell you. Father, 1 fear 
you not, either upon my own account, or 
that of any other pcrfon, for, I have not on- 
ly no attachment to ^ny public focicty, but 
to po private pcrfon whatfoever. Whatever 
ppwcr yotu oiay hav5 it will never hurt me, 
* I neither 
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I neither hope, fear, ordefire any thing fti 
this world : I thank God, I want no man's 
deflate or authority; So you fee, Rev^ Fa- 
ther, I am out of your clutches. Go which 
'way you will to work, yoii can take no hold 
of me. Touch Port-Royal as much as you 
will, but you fliall never toucK me.- You 
ihay turn as many as you pleafe out of the 
Sorbonne, without turning me out of niy 
'6wn houfe. You may meditate what violence 
vou pleafe againft priefls and doi^ors, without 
liurting me, who am neither one nor the 
other. And thus, perhaps, as affairs are fi- 
ttiated, you never had to do with any man 
before fo much out of your reach as I am, or 
l&Well qualified to encounter your errors: free. 
Without engagement, without attachment^ 
without dependence, without connexion^ 
without relation, without bufincfs : through- 
Jy well acquainted with your maxims, and 
folly refolved to profecute them too, as far 
is Ifliali think God obliges me, in fpite of 
all human confideration, to retard or blunt 
tlie edge of my profecution. 

* Seeing then, Rev. Father, you cdn'dd 

nothing againft me, what fignififes yourpiib^ 

Ifihing fd much fcandal, as your Fathers do, 

agaliiflr people ^rho have nothing to do with 

Q_ 3 your 
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your difputc and mine ? But thefe fubterfuge^ r, 
fhall not fave ybu« I will make you feel the 
force of that truth which I bring againft yoiu 
When I am telling you, Father, that yoa 
fap the foundation of Chriftian morality, by 
feparating it from the love of God, which 
you difpenfe with j you tell me, " That fa- 
*' ther Mester is dead,'' a man I never . 
faw in my life. And when I tell you, that 
your cafuifls permit one man to kill another 
*' for an apple, when it is a (hame to part 
*' with it otherwife." You tell me, " That 
<< a poor's-box was broke open at St. Mer^ 
*• RY." Pray tell me, what do you 
mean too, by fathering every day the book 
of Holy Virginity upon me ? Do not you 
know it was made by a Father of the ora- 
tory, whofe face, or book I never faw ia. 
my life ? 

I wonder, Father, what (hould make yoi\ 
look upon all who happen to differ firom you^. 
as one individual perfon. Your refeotment 
grafps them all together, and makes as it were 
but one bundle of reprobates, and oblige^ 
every particular man to anfwer for the reft <sf 
the company. 

But, let me tell you, there is a wide dif- 
ference to be made between the Jefuits and 

thofc 
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di6ft who oppofe them. You, indeed, make 
up but ohe body, united under one head ; 
and, by your own rules, as I have proved 
already, nothing can be printed without the 
approbation of your fuperiors, who make 
themfelves refponfible for the errors of every 
particular member 5 fo that they cannot ex- 
cufc themfelves by faying ^* they did not ob- 
*• ferve the errors taught therein," becaufe 
according to your own ordinances, and the 
letters of your Generals Ac qjj a viva, Vit- 
TELEsCHi, &c, " They were obliged to 
*^ have taken notice of them/' For which 
reaibn, you arc juftly to be charged with all 
the extravagancies that are to be met with ill 
the works of your fraternity^ when approved 
of by the fuperiors and divines of your order« 
Bkit With me. Father, the cafe is quite zU 
tered. I never fubfcribed to the book of 
HolY ViRdiNiTY in my life. Though 
aH the poor's boxes irt Paris were broke open, 
i fh6tlld not be at all the lefs catholic for that. 
And, in fhort, I tell you loudly, plainly, 
4nd once for all, that nobody is anfwerable 
fer my letters but myself, nor will I be 
accountable for any thing but my letters. 

I might flop here very well. Father, 

^AoQt faying any thing of fiich other per^if 

0^4 ibna 
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ipos whom you call Heretics^ meridy (o;iii» 
elude me ia the number. But, aa I am. the 
eaufe of their unjuft accufatiop, I think my- 
felf in fome fort obliged, to lay hold of thi^ 
occafipn to draw three advantages from it. 
The firfl, and a very confiderable one too; 
is, to dear up the innocency of fo many per- 
ibn$, whom you have afperfed. The fecopd, 
very pertinent to my prefent purpoie, .it^ 
that I (hall flill go on, to detedl the artifices 
of your politics in this charge. But tbd 
third, and I think mod confiderable of aU^ 
is, that I (hall demonftrate to the whdb 
world the faKhood of that fcandalous and um 
fual report of yours, ^' That the Church is 
•* divided by a new Herefy." And, fincc yott 
impofe on abundance of people, by making 
them believe that the points, which you en-^ 
deavour to make fuch a noife about, are ef*^ 
iential to the faith, I think it extremely ne^ 
ceflary to deftroy thofe falfe impreilions, b}r 
explaining clearly in what thofe points coot 
fifl, and then to prove beyond contradidioo,, 
that there is really no fuch thing as an He- 
retic in the Church. ; 
For, is it not true, if I (hould aflc, in wha| 
the Herefy of thofe you call Janfenids confift^ 
ed^ would not you anfwer immediately, id 
I waa 
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was J)ectfu& they ^rm ; ^^ that the com* 
*^ txutnds of God are impoffible to be kept; 
^* that grace cannot be refifted s that man 
V 16 not a free agent ; that Jssus Christ 
*^ died not for all men, but only for the e* 
** le<^ ; and laftly, that they maintain the 
•* five propofitbns condemned by the Pope?" 
. And don't you tell every body, that that 
is your reafon for perfecuting your opponents? 
Do not you fay fo in your books, your conver- 
£ttions and your catechifms ? As laft Chrift- 
mas particularly at St. Louis, where afking one 
of your young (hepherdeiles ; "For whom 
^^ came Jbsus Christ into the world, my 
ft* good child? For all men. Father. So 
1' then it feems, my child, that you are 
?* none of thofe new Heretics, that (ay, 
^* he came only for the eled ?" Upon this 
the poor children believe you; and not on- 
ly children, but a great many others, whom 
youamufe with the very fame ftories in 
your fermonstoo ; as your Father Cr asset 
dki at Orleans, for which he was fufpended. 
" I muft^ own, that I believed you too my* 
felf formerly, from the fame ideas you had 
giv^ me <k the JanfeniAs. * So that when 
you ftfeiled them home upon thefe propofiti*' 
Ons/. I was very attentive to know what an- 
*- fwer 
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fwer they could make} and was refolfi9dltd 
have no further acquaint&noe with thefti) if 
they did not renounce fuch pftlpaUe liilf^-^' 
ties; but they did^ and with eclaftooi^*'— 
For Mr. de St. Beuve, the King's profeffor' 
in the ScM-bonne/ cenfared publickly in his 
writings^ thefe five propofitions, long bftferd 
the Pope did: and the dodors of that col-^ 
lege wrote and puMiflied feveral oth« pie« 
oeSy (that of Victorious Grace among 
the reft,) at the very (ame time: whirtin 
they renounce thefe propofitiotts as hettti«il' 
and ftrange do£kines: for they dedaf6 iff 
the preface, '^ That thefe pfopofitions are 
^* heretical and Lutheran, foifted iti and^ 
** forged at pleafure, but no \iifhere to btf 
" found either in JamsEnius or his de-* 
" fenders :''' thefe are their very Wdrds# 
They take it very ill to be charged wi^ 
fuch tenets , and therefore addrefe to you^' 
what St. Prosper, the firft difcipleof th6if 
mafter St. AuGtJSTiK, fald to the SdinU* 
pelagians in France, who loaded him with 
the fame dodtrines, on purpofe to nfiake him 
odious. *• There arc fome people, (fay* 
** this St.) who are hurried on by fo blind 
^* a pafTion to ruin our reputation^ that they 
^ are falkn upon a method to ruin tbeiiP 



" own. 
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'^ own. For they have purpofely £>rge4. 
'V certain propofitions^ full of blafpl^my aa4 
" ioipiety) which they have fpread abroad 
^^ in the worlds to make men beliere, that 
*^ we maintain them in the fenfe they have 
*{, put upon them in their writings. But 
^^ the world will iee hy this anfwer, as *weU 
^^ ^9ur innocence, as their malice^ who^ 
** charge us with thoie impieties, of which 
** they themfelves are the only inventors." 

I naiift own. Father, when I heard them 
tllk in this manner, be^^re the conditution^ 
when I faw them afterwards embrace it with 
a$L poiSble refpeA, that they offered to ful># 
fcribe it, and that Mr. Arnaulo had de- 
clared all this throughout his whole feoxid 
letter, in fh-ouger terms than I can pretend 
to; I (hould have thought my felf guilty of 
a iiii, to have fo much as doubted of their 
Isyith. And in fad, the confcffprs, who 
wer^ uciwilliog to give abiblution to any of 
Mr. Aknauld's adherents, before his let-* 
ler ciame out, have fince declared, that after 
hi had fo clearly condemned the errws laid 
to his charge, there was no reafon why bm 
^ any of his friends flx)uld be cut off from 
the Church. But you, it ktms, were of a 
different opinion : which ^ve me the firft 
I oc- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



€€ 



236 LETTER XVit 

bccafion to mifbiift that you were guided 
fcy the violence of paflion. 

For whereas you threatened to tnake 
them fign the conftitution, when you thought 
they would rcfufeit; when you found them 
Inclinable to do it of themfelves, why then 
truly the thing was drop'd. And ^otigh 
methinks after that, you ought to have been 
fatisfied with their behaviour; yet you mtift 
needs treat them ftill as Heretics: " Be- 

caufe (faid you) their hands belied theii" 

hearts, and that they were CatholicB 
" outwardly, but Heretics inwardly." Ai 
you yourfelves have exprcffcd it, in yottf 
anfwers to certain queftions. p^ 27. & 47. 

What a ftfangc way of proceeding is Ais 
Father! For the fame may be faid of eve- 
ry man, and then, what difhirbances might 
notfuch pretenfions create! ^Mf we refofe 
" (fays St. Gregory the Pope) to beKcvc 
** thofe who make confeffion of their faith 
•* agreeably to the fentiments of the Church, 
^' we (hall call the faith of all Catholi<;k« 
«* in queftion/' So I began. Father, to a|^ 
prehend that, ^' you had a mind to make 
•^ them Heretics, though they were rioti 
^* fo i* as the fame Pope fays of a like (fif^ 
pute which happened in his own time je ibr/ 
- • fiiyg 
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iajrsite, " Not to believe thofc who by 
^^ their confefTion witness a true faith » is tio/t 
/< OPPOSING but MAKING Heitfies: Hoc 
jwn eft barejim purgare^ fed facers.^* But 
I was fully convinced, that in reality there 
were no Heretics in the Church, when I faw 
jthey had cleared themfelves of all thofe He* 
fefics in fuch a fatisf adtory manner, that you 
prerc not able to charge them with the leaft 
eiTor contrary to faith: but were reduced to 
quarrel with them about . queftions of hd^ 
relat^g only to Jansbnius, which could 
ftfver conflitute a Herefy. For you would 
^onflrain them to acknowledge, ^^ That 
^^ thefe very propofitipns were in Janseni- 
^^ us^ word for word, all of them, and in 
*^ exprefs terms;'* as you affirmed it with 
your own hand writing; ^^ Singulares indi-^ 
f* vUua^ totidem verbis apud Jjnsenium 
V €9ntettta'\ in your Cav ill i, p. 39* 

From the moment I faw that, your dif- 
putc became indifferent to me. Whilft I be-* 
Ueved you were difputing about the truth or 
£dfity of the proportions, I own I lifteoed 
with. great attention, becaufe fo far it re-? 
garded faith \ but when I faw the buiineis 
in dispute was only to know, if the propofi* 
tioos were ^' wokb for woan" in Jan sen x* 

US. 
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ITS, as h did not concern religion at all, 
fo I made it no longer a concern of mine. 
I do not contradict it^ Father, but what you 
£iid had all the outward appearance of trudi: 
for, to affirm, that fuch a ientence is 
*^ WORD POR word" in an author, is what 
it is impoffible to make any miftake about. 
For which reafon, I am not at all furpriied, 
that fo many people both in France and 
at Rome, ihould, from an aflertion folit« 
de to be fufpeSscd, be pCkfuaded that Jan- 
sen i us had really taught fuch doftrines: 
and therefore I was very much furprifed in« 
deed, when I found, that this verymatto: 
€)f fad:, which you propounded, as fo Tcry 
important and certain, was entirely falfe^ 
and that you were then defied to quote the 
pages of Jansenius, where you had found 
thofe propofitions word for word ; wbidi 
you know you were never able to do, 

I will recount this whole affair at large, 
becaufe, in my opinion, it will let the worM 
fee, by what fpirit yourfociety adted through- 
out this whole affair. And at the fame tkne 
every body will be aflonifhed to find, that 
in defiance of what I jufl now fa id above, 
you perfifl to declare publickly, that they 
lire Heretics flill ; but you only altered thek 

He- 
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Hcrefies a$ the times <:hanged« For, as faft> 
as they deared themfelves of oneHerefy, you 
(to keep them always guilty) trumped up aib- 
pther. Forinflance: in 1653, their Here* 
{y turned upon the qjjality of the propo- 
fitiona: after that upon the word for 
wo&D : then you placed it in the heart : 
IhU now, all that is dropt, and they muft 
|)6eds be Heretics truly, if they will not give 
U under hand and feal, ^' That the fenfe of 
^* Jansenius's propofitions, is in the ienft 
?* of the five propofitions," 
. This is the fubjed of your prefent difpute. 
You are not iatisfied that they condemn thefc 
^ve propofitions, together with every thing 
jfijANSENius that is analogous to them, 
<8Ad contrary to St. Augustin ; for that is 
what they do. So that at prefent, the quef^ 
tionis not ^o know (forinflance) ** If Jesus 
•* Christ died only for the eled: ?" for they 
condeam that as well as you; but whether 
Jansenius be of that opinion or no ? 
For which reafon 1 declare now,, louder 
than ever, that I am as little concerned in 
your difpute as the Church is. For though I 
^un no more a doctor than you. Father, yet 
} can eafily fee, that faith is out of the cafe, 
^^^ t|ie pnly queition |$ to Know the fenfe 

Pf 
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of Jansbnius. Did they verily bdievt thct 
his dodtrine agreed with the proper and Ikenl 
fenfe of thofe propofitions, they would coo^ 
demn it ; and refufe to do fo, upon no other 
account but becaufe they are verily perfoaded 
that his dodtrine does not agree with the fenie 
of thofe propoiitions. And therefore, thoa^ 
they (hould mifunderftand his dodrine, they 
would not for that reafon be Heretics, be- 
caufe they underftand it only in a catholic 
ienfe. 

To explain this by example, I will take the 
different opinions of St. Basil and St. 
Athanasius, about the writings of St. 
Denis of Alexandria; St. Basil, thiokiag 
they had fomething that favoured of Arian- 
ifm, againft the co-equality of the Father 
and the Son, condemned them, as heretical 
On the other hand, St. Athanasius think«^ 
ing they contained nothing but the true ienfe 
of the Church, defended them as catholic 
Do you think now. Rev. Father, that St. 
Basil, who held thefe writings to be Ari« 
AN, had a right to treat St Athanasius 
as an Heretic, becaufe he defended them ? 
And indeed, what reafon could there be for 
it, fince it was not the Arianifin that he e« 
ipoufed, but the true faith which he thou^ 

thoie 
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t|io& writings cdntained ? If the two Saints 
htd agreed about the true meaning of thofe. 
writings^ and had both difcpvered that Here* 
fy of Arius in them, then indeed St. 
Athanasius could not defend them with*, 
out being guilty of Herefy ; but as they dif- 
fe*^ about the fenfe only, St. A t h a n a- 
s^ya was a Catholic in maintaining thqm, 
NfCfi though he mifuhderflood them ; for at 
ai6£t it could be no more than an error of 
fad:, fince he maintained nothing in that 
define but the Catholic faith, which he 
thought it contained. 

This, Rev. Father, I apply to you. If 
ypu were agreed about the fenfe of Janse- 
Nius, and your adverfaries were to fay as you 
do, that Jansenius maintains, for example, 
'* th«t grace cannot be refiftcd :'* thofe who 
rcfufcd to condemn him would be Heretics. 
But whilft you are contending about his 
fenfe, and they believe that according to his 
doftrine, " grace may be refifted," there is 
no rcafon to treat them as Heretics, what- 
ever Herefy you may throw upon J an sen i us j 
fince they (your adverfaries) condemn the 
fdife which you give him, and you dare not 
condemn the fenfe which they give him. If 
then, you would quite refute them, make it 
rVoL. II. R plain 
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plain that the fenfc 5vhich thcjr attritutc t6 
Jansenius is heretical, and then they wltt 
be fo too. But you can never do that, be'«> 
ckufe it is evident from your own confeflion, 
'that the fenfe which your opponents give to 
Ja N s E N I us was never condemned. 

But to convince you more clearly, I will 
take an avowed principle of your own^ viz. 
•* That the doftrine of efficacious gracd wis 
^* not condemned, and that the Pope in hb 
^ conftitution did not fo much as touch up*^ 
" on it/' For indeed, when his Holinefs comV 
manded the five propofitions to be examined, 
the article of efficacious graCe was particular- 
ly guarded from all cenfurc. This appeSfa. 
perfcdtly well from the reports of thofe whp 
.compofcd the council, to whom the Pojfe 
jgave them to be examined. And thefe 're- 
ports I have by me, and fo have feveral peo- 
ple at Paris by them, and amongft othei^, 
the Lord Bifliop of Montpelliec, who brotJght 
them from Rome. Wherein we fee that 
^heir opinions were divided, and that' tne^ 
inoft eminent, fuch as the Mafter of the S'a- 
■ ipred Palace, theCommiflary of the Holy Of- 
fice, the General of the Auguftin Friers, and 
fome others, conceiving that thefe propofiti- 
Qos might be under Aood in a fenfe conibnant 

to 
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tt) . cfBcacious grace^ were of opinion that 
they (hould not be ccnfured : whereas the 
pthcr?^ alio wing j that if (hey carried that 
fenfe they ought not to be cehiured, thought 
It proper nptwich (landing that theyfhouldb^ 
cenfured. But why ? Becaufe, as they ao 
knowledge themfelves^ the proper and nattird 
fcnfc of the words arc Very remote from it. 
^Upon which the Pope condemned them^ 
and all the world acquiefced in his judgment*. 
We may be Very fure theoi Father, that 
efHcacious grace was never condemned i but 
on the contraryi is fo powerfully fupported 
by St. AuGysTiNj St. Thomasj and all 
his difciples, by fo many Popes and coun- 
cils, and univerfal tradition, that it would 
be impious to tax it with Jlerefyi Now^ alt^ 
thofe, whom you treat as Heretics, declarci 
that they meet with nothing in Janseni-^ 
tjs, but this doctrine of efficacious grace i 
and that that was the only point they 
itnaimained at Rome. And have not you 
■^ourfelf. Father^ owned as much^ when yoa 
declared with your own mouth, in the fif- 
teenth page of your CaVillii ** That whea 
** they were difputing before the Pope, they 
Y did not fo much as mention one word a* 
*• bout the pro|)ofirions ! Ne wrbum quidem: 
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*' but (pent the whole time upon efEcacioa^ 
*• grace ?** And therefore let them be miA 
taken or not miftaken, in the fenfe they give 
to Jan SEN I us, this at leaft is certain, that 
the fenfe they fuppofe him to have is not an 
heretical fenfe, and confequently, they them- 
felves no Heretics. For in a word, J ansen i us 
cither taught the dodtrine only of efficadoos 
grace, or taught fomething elfe ; m the firft cafe 
he can be charged with no errors, and in the fe- 
cond, he meets with no abettors. So that, the 
whole queftion is, whether Jansenius has 
really taught any other doftrine than that of 
EFFICACIOUS GRACE? Now, if you Can 
find out that he has, though you will have 
the glory of undcrftanding him beft, yet your 
opponents will not be found to have incur- 
red the misfortune of erring in the faith. 

We ought then. Rev. Father, to blefs 
God, that in reality there is no fuch thing 
asHerefy in the Church: for the fubjedl in de- 
bate is only about a matter of fa<a, from which, 
I am fure, no Hcrefy can arife. For the 
Church decides all articles of faith by divine 
authority, and cuts off from itfelf all fuch 
SiS refufc to receive them : but in matters of 
fad, flie proceeds in a different manner : and 
the reafon is, becaufe our falvation is con- 
nected 
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oe<3:ed with the Euth which has been revealed 
to us^ and preierved in the Church by tradi-- 
tion ; but does not depend on any other par- 
ticular fad:Sy which God has not thought fit 
to reveal. For inllance : we are obliged to 
believe that the commands of God are not 
impoflibletobekcpt,butwe are not obliged to 
know what Jansenius fays upon that head. 
God, therefore, guides his Church, in fet- 
tling points of faith, by the aiTiftance of his 
holy Spirit which cannot err ; but in mat^ 
tcrs of fail, he leaves her to reafon and the 
fenfes, the natural judges in fuch a cafe. For, 
none but God can inftrudl the Church in 
matters of faith 5 but our eyes can tell us by 
reading Jansenius whether fuch and fuch 
propofitions arc in his book or not. From 
whence it occurs, that what makes it Hcrefy 
to rejedl the decifions of faith is, becaufe 
man ere£ts his own fpirit in oppofition to the 
Spirit of God. Put, though I grant it may 
be temerity, it can never be Herefy^ to dif- 
believe fome particular matters of fad: ; be- 
« caufe that is no more than fetting up reafon, 
which may be clear and evident, againft an 
authority, which,^ how venerable focver,. is 
QQt for all that infallible. 

R 3 I find 
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I find ^11 divines ^grce ip this, as It ap* 
pears by this maxim of Cardinal Bell a R- 
MiN of your focicty. ** Though general 
♦^ coupcils, (fays he,) legally convened, can* 
** not err in defining tenets of faith, yet in 
^\ "matters of fad, they may/^ And in 
another place he aflcrts, ** That the Pope 
** as Pope, and even at the head of a gCr 
*' neral council, may err in particular coeh 
^' troverfies, relating to fadts which depend 
^* chiefly on jhe depofitions, and informati-^ 
^' ons of the witnefles/* Cardinal Baro- 
Nius fays the fape: *' We mufl: entirely 
^* fubmit tQ general councils in points of 
^* faithj butasforcenfurps thrown upon partY- 
*' cularperfons and their writings, they havft 
*' not been rigoroufly infifted upon; becaufe 
^' no man can bp fo fure, but that he may 
^' poflibly be miftaken." For which rea^ 
fon his Grace the Archbifliop of Tholouse 
fjfcw the following rule from the letters of 
JWQ cpiinent Popes, St. Leo, and Pela-? 
eius the fecond. " That the proper ob- 
^* jeft pf councils, is faith, And that every 
"'' thing that was decided therein, indepenr 
♦? dcpt of faith, might be reviewed and ex- 
'• aroined afrelh 5 but whatever had been 
V dfcjd^d ||i poipt of faith flipuld never be 

u brought 
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*^ brought to a re-examinatlon." Becayfc, 
fts Tertullian fays, " The rule of 
*' faith is the only one that is unalterable, 
^' and irretradable/' 

And this isthcvcry rcafon why we .find tHat 
general coupcils, lawfully called, never con* 
tradlA e^ch other in matters of faith. Be* 
cayfe, as the Archbifhop of Tholouse fays, 
^* It is not lawful to re-examine what h^s 
" once been decided to be a matter of faith/* 
B^t we have feen the very fame councils 
difagree about matters of fa£t^ when tha. 
difference iu-ofe about the fenfe or meaning 
of an author ; and the reafon for difagreeing, 
according to the fame Archbifhop, (following 
herein the Popes whom he quotes) is, •* be- 
" c^ufe every thing that has been decided in 
** councils, except faith, may be fubjedled to 
" a freih enquiry/* 

In this manner the fourth and fifth coun* 
cils feem to differ from each other, in thfc 
interpretation of the fame authors ; and the 
lame thing happened to two Popes, about 
a propofition of certain Scythian Monks; 
For, after Pope Ho r m i s d as, underftanding 
the propofition in an ill fenfe, had condemn- 
ed it; Pope John the fecond his fucccflTor, 
examining it again, and taking it in a good 

R 4 ' ' fenfe, 
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fenfc, approved of it, and declared it ca-r 
tholic. But will you fay now, that one of 
thefc Popes was an Heretic? Oaghtyounpt 
therefore to ponfefs, that, fuppofing a man 
condemns the heretical fenfe, which one of 
the Popes fuppofed tp be ina book, or writing, 
that man is no Heretic for not condemning 
that bock, or writing, in a fcnft, that it is 
certain the Pope never condemned it in ? 
Since if this is not allowed, it follows, that <»ie 
of thefe two Popes muft be guilty of an he- 
retical error. 

I had a mind, Father, to make you fa- 
miliar with thefe contrarieties which happen 
between Catholics, about queftions of faft, 
as far as it relates to a true underftand- 
jng of the fenfe of an author;, by laying be-' 
fore you, on this head, the different opinions 
of one Father of the Church againft another, 
"Pope againft: Pope, and council againft coun- 
cil, to lead you on from thence to other ex- 
amples equally oppoiite, though not equal- 
ly balanced, For you wil there find the 
councils and Popes of one fide, and Jefuits 
of the other, in oppofition to their decifions 
fibout the fenfe of an author: and yet you 
are fo far from accufing your fraternity of 
lierefy, that you eyen do not fo much as ac- 

wis 
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cofe them of temerity. Father, you kno^ 
very well, that the writings of Orioen 
were condemned by feveral councils, and fc-^ 
veral Popes, and more particularly by the fifth 
general council, as containing fome heretical 
dodrines, and amongft others that ^^ of the 
*' reconciliation of the devils, at the day of 
" judgment/' 

Now tell me flncerely, if you really be- 
lieve, in order to my being a true Catholic, 
that I am abfolutely obliged to confefs that 
Origen really maintained thofe errors? And 
is it not enough to condemn them in them<- 
felves, without charging him with them? 
If not, what will become of your father 
H A L L o I X, who has defended the purity of 
Or I gen's faith, as well as feveral other ca« 
tholic writers who have attempted the fame 
thing, viz. Pico de Mirandola, and 
Genebrard, do6lor of the Sorbonne ? And 
is it not alfo certain that this very fame fifth 
general council, condemned the writings of 
Theodoret, againft St. Cyril, **^ As 
'^ impious, contrary to the true faith, and 
•* fraught with the Hcrefy of Nestor i- 
** us?*' But neverthclcfs, father Sirmond, 
a Jcfuit, has thought proper to defend him, 
fitii to declare ii? the life of that Father, 

1[ Tha( 
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^< Tha^t ihok f9ff writings bsd iK>t;lvqg 9f 
•* Nes^orj us's Hcrcfy in than/' 

You fee from heucc. Father, that whew 
the Church condemniS an author's writings, 
ihe ra{^)ofes that there is an error jthereio^' 
wiiich «rror ihe condemns } and in that cajfe, 
I own, I 901 obliged to bejieve that fuch m 
error is condemned : but I am not obliged 
to believe that thofe writings really contaia 
the errors which the Church has fuppoied tO 
be in them, il believe what I have faid, to 
be jTufficiently proved^ and ihall conclude 
tbcfe infiances^ by that of Pope Honorius 
fo well known in the world* It is veiy no^ 
forious that at the begmQing of the fi:vent& 
cen^ry, when the Church was difturbed by 
4fap Herefy pf the Monothelites^ this Pope, 
to compofe the difference, made a decree 
which feetned to favour thefe Heretics ; in* 
fotnachy that many were fcandalifed at it. 
However this paiTed on pretty well, under 
Jiis pontifical s but fifty years after, when the 
Church afTembled ^n the fixth gepcral couofr 
cij, in which Pope Agathq prefided.by 
his legates, this decree was brought upon the 
carpet, and after being read and examined, 
was condemned for containing the Hcrefy of 
the MonqthcUtcs and burned as fuch in a fu]l 

aiTembl^i 
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fllkaatitity^ toge&xtr with the otber lerkitaigi 

ef tfaofe Heretics^ And this docifton was- 

Kceived with {6 much leiped and noaQimi^ 

}^ the whole Cfaorch, that it was aitcrwarck 

«oniirnied hy two other general cooncils ^ 

nay even by Pope Lxo the fecond^ and A- 

pm A'N the fecbnd, who both lived two huiw 

dred years afterwards ; nor did any one arife 

for fe ven or eight centuries who gave the leaft 

^ibirbanoe to that peaceable and vniverfai 

tonfent. However, fome authors of later 

ihnes, and Cardinal Bellarmin amongft 

the reft, have maintained, without fear of 

^'ing called Heretics, ^ainft fo many Popes 

and councils, that the writings of Hono- 

^i(rs were' free from the error they were 

charged with : ^* Becaufe, lajrs he, genend 

P councils being liable to error in points of 

"^'^ faA, one may fay with all boldnefs that the 

^^ fixth general council was mifUken in that 

^* particular fadt, and that not having through* 

** ly underftood the fenfe of Honor lus't 

^ letters, had rankod him unjuftly In the 

•* number of Heretics/* 

Wherefore, I dcfire you will make thii 

particular remark. Father, that no man can 

be an Heretic, for faying that Pope Hono- 

'|(ius was no Heretic, although feveral 

^ Po|)e| 
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Popes and feveral coandls had declared him 
to be To, and that even after a thorough ex-- 
amination into the affair. Which brings me 
to our prefent queftion ; and I will give you 
leave to make your caufe as good as you can* 
What is it you will fay, Father, to prove 
^our advcrfarics Heretics ? Will you fay ** That 
*' Pope Innocent the tenth has declared that 
^^ the error of the five propofitions is ia 
** Jansenius?" With all my heart ; but 
what do you infer from thence ? /* That a 
^' man mufl be an Heretic, who denies the 
** error, of the five propofitions, to be m 
•^ Jansenius?'* What do you think of thi«, 
my good Father ? And is not our prefent 
•queflion about a fa£t of the fame nature with 
thofe abovementioned ? The Pope has de- 
clared that the error, of the five propofitions, 
is in Jansenius : juft as his predeceflbrs had 
declared that the error of the Neflorians and 
Monothelites was in the writings of Theo- 
DORET and HoNORius. Upon which, your 
Fathers have declared in their writings, 
that they readily condemn thofe Hereftss,^ 
but they cannot agree that thofe authors cvfer 
maintained them: .which is jufl the caic'X)f 
your prefent adverfarics, who readily coh- 
depin thofe five propofitions, but cannot agsee 

that 
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that ever Jansenius taught them. Upon 
my word, Father, thefe two cafes are very 
much alike ; and if there be any difference, 
it is cafy to fee what advantage the prefent 
queftion has, by comparing feveral particular 
circumftances, which are fo vifible of thcm- 
felves, that I fliall take no further notice of 
them. Now I want to know. Father, how 
it comes about, that in the fame cafe, your 
Fathers are Catholics, and your adverfaries 
Heretics? And by what unaccountable ex- 
ception will you deprive them of that liberty 
which you grant to all the reft of the faithful ? 
What will you fay to this. Father? *' That 
** the Pope has confirmed his conftitution by 
"^^ a brief?" In anfwer to that, I fay, that 
two Popes and two general councils have 
confirmed the condemnation of Honor lus's 
letters. But what emphafis do you pretend 
to by on the words of this brief, in which 
his Holinefs declares, " That he hath con- 
" demncd the doftrine of Jansenius, in 
'• thofe five propofitions ?'* But, what does 
this add to the constitution, or what 
follows from thence, but that, as the fixth 
general council condemned the doctrine of 
•Honor I us, believing it to be the very fame 
with that of the Monothelites ; in like man- 
ner. 
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aer» the Pope fays^ that he hath condcmnedt 
ibc do£lrme of JansenIus in the five pco^ 
ffAtkMs believing it to be the iame with 
that of thofe five propofitipns f And indeed| 
bow could he believe otherwife ? For^ joor 
ibckty talked of nothing elfe^ And youxfclfi 
m your own perfon^ oiy good Father^ wa« 
at Rome at the tinie of the cenfure^ (you fm 
I meet with you every where) ailerting with 
your own oKHith^ that thofe propofitions wem 
WORD POK wokn in Janseni us^ CpuU 
lie^ the Pope^ have diftrufted either the iin^ 
cerity^ or the abilities of fo many .OnAvit 
celigious men ? And how could he avoid be^ 
lieving that thedodtrine of Jansenius mufl 
be the fame with that of the five propofi-^ 
ticHis, after he had your fecurity that they 
were word for word in that author ? 
From heoce^ Father^ it is very plain, thar 
if it (hould appear that Jansemius never 
maintained thofe propofitions, we need net 
iky, as your Fathers (in their examples) hav« 
;^, viz. That the Pope deceived himfelf in 
this particular point of fad ; which is always 
difagreeable to divulge : we have nothing mora 
to fay then but that you deceive the Popc^ 
whidh will bring no icandal upon you, who 
are at pi^fcnt fy lyell known in the world.. ^ 

xiiui, 
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* Thus yoa fctf. Father, that thbafJkJf, 
#iken all together, is not able to make sft He^ 
rtfy i bat a^ you arc refolded to itiake oiW 
at any rate, coft trhat it will, yoti have eti'^ 
deavoufed to throw ofF thci queftion ftoitt 
the matter of fa(ft, and lay it upon a p(nnl^. 
of faith : which you do in this manner. 
^ The Pope, fay you, declares that he has 
** condemned the doftrineof JanSbnius in 
^ ' the fivepropc^fons j we ought therefore to 
*• believe, that the dodtrine of Jansenim, 
** relating to thofe propofitions, is heretical^ 
^' be the dodlrine what it will/' It is t 
ftrange point of faith, my good Father, that 
a dodtrine muft be heretical, be it what it 
will. What! If according to jANSENitrs, 
** a man may refift internal grace"; add if 
it be felfe according to him, " That Jesu^ 
** Christ cBed for none but the proleftir 
** nate," muft that be condemned to6, be- 
iraufe it is his dodrine ? Shall it be true in the 
Popes CONSTITUTION, " That we are at 
** liberty to do either good orevil/* and (hall 
the fame thing be falfe in Jansenius? 
^Through what fatality liiuft he be fo un^ 
happy, that truth herfelf, in his booic, be- 
comes an Hcrefy ! Muft it not rather be con- 
fefied, that he is heretical only, in cafe he 

con- 
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conforms to thofe errors that are condemned? 
Since the Pope^s constitution is the rule 
to which we muft apply Jan s eni us, in or- 
der to judge what he is, by his conformity 
thereto. And fo^ by this means^ we can re-* 
iblve this queftion, viz. *• Whether his doc* 
** trine be heretical ?" By another jqueftioa 
of fadl, viz. " Whether it is conformable to 
the natural fenfe of thefe propofitions?" For,, 
if it be conformable, it is impoflible to make 
it catholic, and if it be nonconformable, it ia 
as impoflible to make it heretical* For ia 
idiort, fince, according to the Pope and the 
Bifhops, ^' thefe propofitions are condemned in 
^* their proper and natural fenfe," it is impof- 
iible they ihould be condemned in the (enfe 
ofjANSENius, except indeed the fenfe of 
Jans EN I us fhould be the fame with the 
proper and natural fenfe of thefe propofitions„ 
which amounts to no more than a point of 
fadt. 

The queftion therefore flill reds on the. 
matter of fad:, and it is impofiible to change 
it to a matter of right, and confequently <:m 
never be made matter of Herefy. You might 
draw from hence, indeed, matter of pcrfecu- 
tion, but we hope you will find nobody enter 
fo far into your interefls, as to abet fuch un- 
2 . juft 
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jiA proceedings^ or conftrain people to give 
k nnder their hands, as you require, ^* That 
'^ they condemn iJiofe propofitions in the 
•' fenfe of Jansbn I us/' without explaining 
what that fenfe of Jansenius is. But I 
fancy very few people are fond of figning a 
blank for a confeffion of faith. Yet what 
you require would be figning this blank, 
which would be afterwards filled up with 
what you think proper, fince you are at li- 
berty to put what confbudion you pleaie up- 
on Jansenius's meaning, which was never 
explained. Let it then be explained before- 
hand ; or elfe we (hall be plagued again, as 
we were with your next power: ** -45- 
•* Jhabendo ab ornni fenfu^ 

But you know this will not take in the 
world : for, there men hate ambiguity, e- 
fpecially in matters of faith, where it is but 
very juft that men (hould underfland at leaft, 
what they are going to condemn. And how 
can it pofiTibly be, that thofe dodtors, who 
are fully perfuaded that Jansenius has no 
other fenfe but that of efficacious grace, 
fhould confent to declare, that they condemn 
his doArine without explaining it ? Since, ac- 
cording to their prefcnt belief, in which they 
feem to perfifl, they muft neceflarily condemn 

Vol. II. S efficacious 
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efficacious grace, which cannot be ooa^emil^ 
ed without a crime ? And would it noc be a 
ftrange fort of tyranny, to put tkein cmder 
this unhappy dilemma, ekher to^ ftiake tbem^ 
felves guilty before Gop, by fignii^ this cotH 
demnation againft their confcieiice; $ or te be 
tieated as Heretics^ if they refuse to do it ? 

But there is a myftery in all tkifl } and t^ 
Tcry ftep you take is guided by poGdi^ 
Wherefore I think myfelf obliged to difcoiFfBir 
the reafon why you refuied to explain JAV^ 
SEN I us's fneaning. I write merely tadifco^ 
vcr your defigns, and by that difcowry, to 
make them inefiedual, I muft therefore aiC- 
quaint fuch as do not know it» that* your 
principal interefl in this difpute, being 00 
keep up the reputation of supficpsnt 
GRACE, maintained by your MoLtNAi yo9 
can never do it without deftroying efpica* 
Clous grace, which is utterly repugnant 
to it. But as you fee the laft is authorized 
at this day in Rome, and by all thofe of the 
greateft learning in the Church, finding your- 
felves unable to cope with it in itfelf, you 
thought to attack it, without being perceive 
ed, under the name of Jansenius's do£farine^ 
and fo you were fain to get Jan sen 1 us oon« 
demned without any examinaticm of him, an4 

to 
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to^ AKXecd the better, yott tell the world that 
kin do^rioe is oot tl^ fame wi|h that of effi- 
C9t:iou9gra9e,.in order to make us believe 
that one^ may be condemned without the o« 
ther. This therefore is what you endeavour 
to inAil^ even to this day, into all fiich a9 
are not acquainted with the authqn And 
even you yourfelf, my good Father, purfue 
the very iame meth6d in your Cavilli, p. 23^ 
by thi9 fubtle argun^ent. '^ The Pope has 
*^ condemned tbedodrine of Jansenjus} 
'^ but the Pope has nQt condemned the doc- 
trine of efficacious grace : therefor^ the 
dofh-ine of efficacious grace is diffident 
from that of Jan s en i us/' Was this ar« 
gpn^nt ccxiclufive, I could demonilrate by 
Ae fame means, that Honorius and aU 
his adherents are Heretics : as for inftance : 
'^ The fixth council has condemned the doc* 
*' trine of Honorius : but the council has 
«< fiQt condemned the dodlrine of theCburch^ 
^* Therefore the doctrine of Honorius is 
** different from that of the Church, and 
^* therefore all his adherents are Heretics/' 
It is very evident that no inference can be 
drawn from hence i lince the Pope has con-- 
demned nothing but the dodrine of the five 
pcopofitions, which he was made^to believe was 
ihedodrine oFJansenius. S z But 



cc 



cc 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26o LETT E R XVU. 

But I will drop this ; for you will not 
make uie of this argument much longer your- 
iclved. However, weak as it is, it will laft 
long enough to anfwer your prefent occafions. 

All you expedt from it is, to draw in fudi 
as would not condemn efficacious 
GRACE, to condemn Jantsenius with lefs 
difficulty. And when that is once done, 
the argument indeed is forgotten ; but the 
lignature will remain an eternal monument 
of the condemnation ofjANSENiu$, 
From whence you will take occafion, in due 
time, to fall dirediy upon efficacious grace^ 
by a more folid way of difputation, in the 
following manner : " The dodrine of Jan- 
** SEN I us (you will then fay) was condemn- 
** ed by the univerfal fubfcriptions of the whole 
^^ Church. But this dodrine is manlfeftly 
*^ the fame with that of efficacious grace.^ 
Which you will prove eafily enough. "There^ 
^^ fore the dodtrine of efficacious grace is 
" condemned even by the confeffion of it^s 
" own adherents." 

This is the true reafon why you propofe 
figning the condemnation of a dodrine with- 
out explaining it : and this is the advantage 
you expert to draw from this fubfcr^tion* 
but if your adverfaries refufe to iign, why 

then 
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then truly you lay another fnare for them, 
on account of their refufal. For, having 
craftily blended together matter of faith with 
matter of faft, without giving them leave to 
diftinguifh br fign, one without the other; 
as they cannot fign them both together, you 
win give it out every where, that they re- 
fiife both together. So that though, in re- 
ality, they only refufe to acknowledge that 
Jan s EN I us ever maintained the propofitions 
they condemn, (which by the bye can make 
tio Hcrefy) you will confidently affirm, that 
they refufed to condemn the propofitions in 
themfelves, and make them Heretics upon 
that account. 

This, then, is the advantage which you 
would reap from their refufal : which is as 
great as any you could draw from their con- 
fent. For if their figning is pofitively infiftc4 
upon, they will fall equally into your fnares, 
even whether they fign or not, and you are 
furc to be gainers either way : fo dexteroufly 
have you ordered your affairs, that they fuc- 
ceed, go which way they will. 

Ah Father ! how thoroughly do I know 

you ! and how heartily forry am I to fee that 

Gob has fo far abandoned you, as to permit 

you to fucceed fo happily, in fuch an unhap- 

S3 py 
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* _ 

pjr undertaking. Your happioels ddecves. 
compafBony and can be envied by none but, 
fttch as know not what true bappincis is. It. 
i$ charity to crofs that happinefs, which you 
would procure by your whole method oi 
proceeding} for it is grounded onfaKhoody 
iince you would make us believe oneof theie 
two faliitieSy viz. Either that the Church has 
condemned efficacious grace ; or that thoic 
who defend it, maintain the five errors con* 
dcmned. Be it therefore known to all the: 
world, that, by your own confefliony effica-* 
cious grace is not condemned ; neicher doea 
any man defend thofe errors. I fay this, to 
make it evident, that they who ihould refojfe 
to fign, what you demand of them,, rcfiifo 
only to iign the matter of fa€): ; and that aa^ 
they are ready and willing to fign the mat- 
ter of faith, they cannot be Heretics for 
fefiifing to fign the facS. For in fhort, 
though I ought to believe that thofe propo- 
fidons are heredcal, yet I can nevey: be o^ 
bilged to believe that they belong to Jan- 
SEN I us. The friends of Jans£nius arc 
pot miflaken, and that is fufficient. Perhaps 
they interpret him too favourably, but per^- 
Iwps vou do not interpret him favourably e- 
pqugitt 6e that as it w|ll ; but this J know 
} 9X 
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at'leaft that according to your maxims^ yoa 
believe it kno crime to proclaim him an He«* 
retic againft your own knowledge, whereas 
your antagonids, according to their maxims, 
ooold not, without d crime, fay that Janse-* 
NIU8 was a Catholic, except they were in- 
tirely convinced that he was fo. This proves, 
Fatfier^ that they are more fincere than your 
they have examined him more than you» 
Tfaeyarc menof as good underflandingas you: 
and therefore are as much t6 be credited as 
you. But let what will happen to this point 
of fid:, ftill' they ace certainly Catholics. For, 
I hope, 1 may be a Catholic without faying 
another is not, and without laying errors at 
other mens doors, I am very well off to get 
:adc£ my own. 




S 4 TO 
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TQ THE 

Rev. father A N N A T, 

Jefuit and Confeflbr to the King. -, 

On a writing by him intitlcd, The: 
honefty of the Janfenifts, &c. 

Jan. 15, 1657. 
Rev. Father, 

I Have read all the contents of your writ-: 
ing which is intitlcd. The honesty; 
OF THE Jansbnists, &c. I have icittttk*' 
ed, that in it you treat your adveriaricf, tb» 
is to %, Meflrs. of Port-Royal, as Heretics, 
in fo ftrong and aflbitd a manner, as ieemt 
to prevent the leaft doubt of their being fiv 
and you make a ihield of this accufatioo t«^ 

defend 
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defend yourfelves againft the attacks of the 
ittUhorof the Letters ta a Provincial^ whom' 
you fuppofe to be one of the fociety of Port- 
Royal. I do not know if he be one of them 
or not. Rev. Father, and I chuie rather to 
believe that he is not, on his own word, than 
that he is, on yours ; becaufe you bring no 
proof of it. For my part I am certainly neither 
inhabitant of, nor fecretary to Port<-Royal, 
neverthelefs I cannot help propofing ibnie dif-- 
ficulties which arife in me about the quality 
you give them, in which, if you fatisfy me 
ingepuoufly and without equivocation, I fhall 
fide with you, and believe that they are .He- 
retics. 

You know. Rev. Father, that to fay of a 
let of men that they are Heretics, is a ram- 
bling or uncertain accufation, and is rather 
taken for reproach infpired by paffion, than 
for a truth, if it be not fhewn in what, and 
how they become Heretics : one (hould in* 
ftance the heretical propofitions, which they 
defend, and quote the books in which they 
defend and maintain them as orthodox truths. 

I aik of you therefore, Rev. Father, in 
the firft place, in what Meflrs. of Port-Royal 
are Heretics ? Is it becaufe they do not re- 
ceive the confUtutioD of Pope Innocent the 

tenth. 
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tenth, and becan/e they do ootconAetMAm 
five propofitions 5«hich he hu tiondeinoiBd-jr 
If that be the cafe I hold them to be Heitu 
ties. But, Rcf . Father, how can I beU«v» 
this of them, finoe they write and iky (^)eii{f 
that they do receive the iaid cotiftitutioft, «^ 
ihMJt Oxcy do condenm that whidi the Pbpe 
ha* condemned? 

Will yoofay, that they do otitw&fdlyf^ 
ceivc h, but do not believe it ift thek kearttFf 
I befeech you. Rev. Father, do tact madcer 
war againft their tboi^htSy content your^flf 
with d(»f^ fo againft their woKda, ond-wtit^ 
ing9 : fof fuch a manner of pnooeeding JarttfU 
juft, and ihews a ftrange and unchristian ani* 
mofity i befides, if one allows thi« to pifffi 
ihete cannot be any man who may not -te 
made, an Heretic, or if you pleafe, evdi « 
Mahometan, by faying only, that in his hetft 
ibch a perfon does not bdieve any of the myi^ 
teries of the ChrifUan rel^ioni 

Jn what then are they Heretics } h h bCM 
caufe they wiU not acknowledge that theAf 
five prcfnfitions axe in the book <^ JansE^ 
MI us? But I. affirm to you, Rev. Father, diM 
il never was, nor ever will be matter of Htf- 
t^y to enquire whether oertain: propofi^oM 
«ondemned.are in a book or not. Fmr cdB^ 

ample. 
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9mfki Wboevor %6 that atlritito^ ibck u 
tilt ^Mcreii council of Trent has- deTcribed^ it 
bad, and that it js a fio^is an Heretic » but if 
any one doubted whether this condemodd 
pfjopoSstlon if ta bb found in; LuTHEk, or 
CAI#ytf^> he wiooldnQt he aa Hereticfor 
tbfftp Ifi the facne.fnamierv he that fliould 
iQaiQtato aa c^plic^ the five ptopofidons con^ 
dtenitedbf thp fofc would be a Heretic, but 
wb^er they ^9 in jAAtsBNJ vs or not, isiiu> 
maftftr pf faith J akhqugh on this account cm 
ftoald not divide, (M^UMkeaichifoi. LetM 
likewiibadd, Rev. Father, ,that your advert 
£ujes. havQ declared that; they did not at all 
tfOttbki theu^ftlves wfaftherlheiepropofittOM 
vrixe or were not in Jahsbhius, and itM 
ift whatever boolgs they are to be fbuiK|> they 
comfeiBn thenou Where then is their Hoe^ 
fy^ t^t .yof> (houldiay and repeat vriAi^iH 
smich coniidefice that they are Heretics ? 

I beg you ^vould not aofwer diat, becauft 
the Pope and the BiOiops have £ddi they are 
in jANt£Hi9», it is thereibce Herefy to deny 
its, for I naamtain that it mighc indeed be a fib 
to deoy it, unlefione waa pofitively certain of 
tbecontrary. >I (ay finrther, it tiiight bea fchifin 
tiHlifibr firooithcQion thi$ fubjeft) but it can^ 
001 ever be Herefy* But if any one, ivho hai 

eyes 
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eyes to read, has not found them in his book, 
he may fay I have not read them dierein^ 
without incurring from thenoe the appelladon 
of a Heretic, 

What will you urge then, Rev. Father, 
in proof that your advertaries are Heretics ? 
You vdll fay without doubt, that Mr. Ar- 
NAiTLD in his feomd letter has renewed' one 
of the five propofitions. But who have faid 
fo? Some dodors of the &culty, differing 
from their IxTthren on this article. And on 
what have they grounded their aflertion? 
Not on his words, which are the fame as Si. 
Chrvsostom's and St August in*5, but 
on a fenfe which they pretend was in Mr. 
A R N AU L d's imagination, and which'Mr: 
Arnauld denies that he ever had. Now, 
I think, that charity obliges all the world to 
believe a prieft and a doAor, who gives aii 
account of what is hidden in his mind, and 
which is only known to God. Befides this 
leafon. Rev. Father, the faculty not divided 
amongft themfelves, but united, has fo oft- 
en condemned your authors, and indeed your 
whole fociety coUeftively, that you have too 
much intereft in it, not to be willing that all 
fuch fhould be thought Heretics whom you 
condemn. 

I cannot 
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I cannot therefore find in what» or how 
^efe perfons whom you call Janfenifts^ are 
Heretics. NeverthelefSy Father^ if by call* 
ing your brother, fool,, you are in danger of 
hell-fire, according to the teftimony of Jssus 
Chkist in the Gofpel, to call him without 
any proof or reafon, an Heretic, is a much 
greater crime, and what defer ves much greater 
chaitifeoient. All thefe accufations of Herefy, 
which coft you nothing but a confident alSerr 
tion, can be of no other fervice to you, ex** 
cept only to alarm the ignorant and ailonifli 
women ; but I would have you to know, 
that men of fenfe will be convinced wherein 
the Herefy confifts. What, Rev. Father, (hall 
Le^sius be fafe becaufe he has Victor ia, 
and Navarre, for authors and vouchers of 
what he advances, and (hall not Mr. Ar<» 
NAULD be fo too, when he fpeaks as St# 
Austin, St. Chrysostom, St. Tho-* 
MAS, and all his followers , have fpok** 
en i Since what time has antiquity been .cri-« 
minal? 

At what time has the faith of our Fatheca 
dianged? You ufe your utmoft efiforta. to 
{hew that Mefirs. of Port-Royal have the 
characters, and genius of Heretics: but beiforo 
you go fo far, you ought to have ihewn, tha( 

they 
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ihtf follyarefo: and thiaii wfatt ymwnaat 
ftUe to do^ and of which I wUl clearlf d&. 
monftrate they haYe not the leaft dppearuici^ 
The Church) in oppofing thet Arims^ ao* 
cofed them of denying the ooofubftantidlity 
of the Son with the eternal Fathcri Did dJt 
Axkm renounce this propofition i Did tliey 
declare diat they admitted the equaiky and 
confobftantiality of the Father aid Son? 
They never dtd^ and therefore they were H^ 
Ktics* You accnie ydor adver&ries of .&y» 
ing^ ^ daat the precepts art impoffihle/' 
They deny tiiat they have iaidfo: theyccn^ 
fefi) that to £iy fb, is heretical : they deny 
that either before or fince the conHituddn of 
the Pope, they have faid fo. Together wkh 
you they dedare all thofe who maintain tfaia 
doArine to be Heretics: they cannot therefon 
be Heretics. 

- When the' holy Papers ddclared Nxstck 
It I ua to be an Heretic, beijaufe he denied 
the bypaftatical union of the Word widi the 
facred human fubftance, and that he madd 
two perfoos in Jesus Christ, did the Ncf- 
lariana of that time, or thofe who remained 
in the eaft afterwards, contradiA their hoM^ 
ing the opinbn of which they wem accnfed? 
Did they not iay 9 it is traethatwe do m^ 

knowledge 
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Imiwfedgb ««ro (dif^^ perfbns in Jssu^ 
OtKisT, bot we iniift that our {o doing ib na 
H^oTy ? This was their laoguage, and th^fh 
fore they were and continue ftill to be Here** 
tfcs. Bat when you fay that Meflrs. of Port-* 
Eoyal maintak^ '' that one cannot refift in* 
^f temal grace/' they deny it ^ and confel&ng 
with' you that it is an Herefy, they deteft 
4bb pTGfxifition, contraiy to thofe who admit 
tlM propQfition» and deny that it is an Herefy. 
Therefore they $st not Heretics. 

When the Fathers condepined Ut ychss, 
bocaufe he believed that there was but one 
nature in Jesus Christ^ did he deny his 
belief^ or did he acknowledge that there were 
two natures ? If he had £dd fo, he had no( 
been coNDdemned ; but he affirmed that theiie 
was but one nature, and infifted that the iayr 
ing fo was no Herefy ; and therefore he was 
an Heretic. When you fay, that Meflrs. of 
Port-Royal hold, '' That Jesus Christ did 
^* not die for the whole world, or all men, 
^^ and that he £hed his blood for the falva*^ 
<< tion of the predeftinated alone," what dp 
they anfwer ? Do they fay it is true that 
they are of this opinion ? On the contrary, do 
they not declare that they hold this to be an 
heretical dodbrine, and that they never have 

or 
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or ever will (ay ib ? And tfaey dedaitt^ iShat' 
they believe. on the contrary, that it is hiSt,^ 
that jBsas Christ (houkl have (bed his 
blood for the predeiUnated alone, but that 
he has Ukewife fhed it for the reprobate alfo; 
who refifts his grace ; and laftly they believe 
that he died for all men, as St Austin be^' 
lieved, St. Thomas taught, and as the coan« 
cil of Trent has determined. Is not ffliis 
therefore. Rev. Father, to the full as fhtmg,' 
as if they had faid, that th^ believed it, in 
the manner the Jefuits do, and as Molina 
has explained it ? Therefore they are not He* 
retics. 

When it has been urged agidnft the Mo-^ 
nothelites, that there are two wills, and tv^y 
operations in Jesus Christ, didCvROsd^ 
Alexandria, and Serc i u s of Conftaritliiople^,^ 
or others of them fay, that they were faWy 
charged ? Have they ever declared that they 
admitted that there were two wills, and two 
operaticHis in our Lord Jesus Christ ? No, 
they have not, and it is for this reafon that 
they are Heretics. When you objed: to 
MtiOrs. of Port-Royal, that in this ftate of 
corrapt nature, they do *^ not exclude or re- 
'* jcdtany ncccflity of meritorious or deme- 
" ritorious adions, except the neceffityof 
I 'J conftraint,"^ 
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^^ conilraint/' they deny it, and feeach on 
^ contrary^ that we have in tliis life in alH 
our a^nSy by which we merit or demerit, 
the equal power of acting or nota£ting, even, 
with efficacious grace, which does not necef* 
fitate us, although it does lead us in&lliblf 
to do good, as the Thomifts hold. There** 
fore they are not Heretics. 

I^aftly, Father, when the Church has re- 
proached Luther and Calvin with their 
denying our facraments, and not believing 
tfaofubftantiation, and with difobedience to 
the Pope, have thefe Arch-heretics, with 
whom you fo often compare your adverfaries(» 
ever once complained that things were laid 
tp their charge, which they had not laid ? 
Did they not then maintain, and do they not 
ftill continue to maintain thefe proportions ? 
And for this reafon it is that they are He- 
retics. 

,When you tell Meffrs. of Port-Royal, that 
^* they do not acknowledge the Pope, that 
*f they no not receive the council of Trent,'* 
diey make ufe of the expreflion which they 

ought to do, MBNTJRIS IMPUDENrjSSIM£\ 

that is, you have belied them in it. Rev. Fa^ 

ther. For in matters of fuch importance it is 

allowable, nay even neceflary to give the lie. 

^ Vol. II. T They 
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They are not then Heretics, or if they are 
fb, they have neither the genius or ch^tnBbtr 
of fuch ; we have never ieen any of thi^ 
kind in the Church : and it is mnth eafier 
to fhew in their adverfaries the mark and 
fpirit of calumniators and impoi^ors, than ifl 
them the chara&er of Heretics. 

I allow readily^ Rev. Father, that the He-^ 
retics have often charged the Catholics with 
Herefy. The Pelagians have faid that SU 
Austin denied free-will : the Eutychiand 
have faid that the Catholics denied the fmb^ 
flantial [hypofktical] union of God and 
man in Jesus Christ : the Monothelltes 
accufed the Catholics of placing a diftindtiDn 
and contrariety between the divine and humari 
will in Jesus Christ : the IconoclaAi 
have faid that we adored images with the 
^ worfliip which is due to G o d, alone : thft 

Lutherans and Calvinifls call us idolaters of 
the Pope, and fay that the Pope is the An* 
tichrift. We fay that all thefe propofitiona 
are heretical, and at the fame time we deteft 
them : and it is for this reafon we are not 
Heretics. I fear therefore, Rev. Father^ 
that it will be faid you rather bear the cha« 
radter of Heretics, dban thofe whom you ac-^ 
cufe of Herefy. For you acknowledge the 

' Moliniilical 
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MojUpifikal prqxifidohs which they allodgo 
againft you, bat yQu.:&y tkcfb are not Herem 
fies : tfaof« which ybn objed to them, the]^ 
<)tfallow^ ikying, they ^e Herefies ; by thb 
means they ad; as the Catholics hare always 
done,, and you. Rev. Father, adhas th^ He-« 
feticB have always donie. 

Bat, when yoa make ufe of their, piety 
and ^peai for the Chriftian morality as a niark 
of their Herefy, it is the liioft prepofterous oif 
all your extravagances* If you had demon* 
ftraied that they were Heretics, it would 
have been allowable for you to have called 
all their zeal, hypocriiy and diflimulation ; 
hut, that one of your arguments to prove 
them Heretics fhould be drawn from their 
pety, and 2eal for the difcipline of the 
Church, and for the dodrine of the holy Fa^ 
thars,is,Rev. Father, moft intolerable : there^ • 
fore we fhall be very far from following you 
in this particular. 

But however to hear you talk, it ieems 
the whole affair muft be given up^ they are 
and muft be Heretics, and one might as well 
doubt whether Luther or Calvin were 
fuch : but permit me. Rev. Father, in an 
afiair of inch importance, to fufprad my 
judgment, or even to believe nothing of it, 
T 2 until 
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until I find them rebellious to the Pope, and 
maintain propofitbns which he has condemn- 
ed, and maintain them in the very temis in 
which they were condenmed. For tell me. 
Rev. Father, if theie gentlemen are not He- 
retics, (as i verily believe they are not) will 
you juftify me before God, if I believe them 
to be Heretics } And will it be an excufe her 
fore the tribunal of the fovereign Judge, for 
thofe who on your word believe them to be, 
and publicly call them Bleretics, if they plead 
that they had read they were fo in your 
writings ? 

This, Rev« Fa^er, is all I had to fay to 
you, for as to the detail of the pretended fal* 
fifications, I refer you to the author of the 
Letters. He has already been fevere enough 
on fuch of your brethren who have made 
him reproaches of this Ipnd, nor will he fpare 
3rou, unlefs that after all (he ihould think) it 
might be ufelefs to anfwer you, becauie you 
do not fay any thing more confiderable, than 
what your brethren have faid before, to 
which this author has anfwered moft admi- 
rably well. For the book which you pro- 
duce at prefent is an old work, which you 
fay yourfelf was written four months fince : 
beiides you do not therein mention a finglc 
I word 
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word of the Letters, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14^ 
15, all which appeared before your writ- 
ing : notwithffauiding which you promife 10 
the title, *^ to prove the falfities in the let- 
" ters written fince Eafter." What then 
ihould the author of the Letters apfwer to a 
book filled with impoftures, even in the title 
page? 




T 3 
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LETTER XVIII, 

TO THE 

Rev- Father Ann at, Jefuit, 

March. 24; itffy. 
Rev. Father, 

YOU have laboured for a long time to 
find out fome error in your adveriarics 
opinions } but I am very confident yoD ^U 
$it lafl acknowledge, that there can be no- 
thing fo difficult as to prove thofe men He-- 
retics who are not ^ and who endeavour no- 
thing more thin not to become fuch. I hjive 
tnade appear, in my lafl letter, what a fuccef^ 
fipp pf Herefies you have laid to their charge, 
pccaiioned only by your not being able to 
inaintain any one againft them, for any 
iepgtt) p/ time^ inipmuch tha^ at laft you 

hayc 
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have been reduced to the necefTity of blam- 
ing them for not condemning the fenfe or o«- 
pinions of Jansenius, which you would 
have them do without explaining^what they 
are. Such an expedient for a charge of He* 
refy, fliews you were fadly put to it. For 
who has ever heard talk of an Herefy which 
one pannot explain? The anfwcr therefore 
to this was made you with great facility, 
repcefpoting only to you, that if Jansenius 
IS guilty of no errors it is unjufl: to condemn 
him, and if he is, you ought to point them 
out, that one might at lead know what it is 
we condemn. This, however, you was not 
inclinable to do, but have endeavoured to 
ftrengthen your charge by certain decrees 
which made nothing to your purpofe, for in 
theie there is no explanation of the opinions of 
Jansenius, which are faid to be con- 
deomed in thefe five propofitions. This 
therefore could never be the means of decid- 
ing your differences. If you had agreed on 
each fide about the true determined fenfe of 
Jansenius, and nothing elfe was contro- 
verted but to know if this was, or was not 
heretical, in fuch cafe, the deciiions that 
Should declare this fenfe to be heretical would 
at once bring us to the point really in queflion. 
T 4 But^ 
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Bot, the grand difpute being to know what 
the ienfe of Jan s e m i n s i$, fome (kywg 
they fee nodiing in it bat the fenfe of fit; 
Austin and St. Thomas, and others that 
they fee a fenfe which is heretical, whkh 
however they do not exprefs ; it is then ma<^ 
nifeft that a conftitudon which does not iky 
one word in relation to this difference, and 
does nothing but in general condemn the ienfe 
of Jansbnius without explaining it» can-^ 
not decide in what the real difpute confifts. . 
For this reafbn you have been told an hun^ 
dred times, as you differ on this h& only;; 
you will never be able. to fmiAi this difpute, 
but by declaring what you underftand to be 
the fenfe of Jansenius. Bat as you have 
been always obflinate in refufing to come 
to this point, I was obliged to prcfs you hard 
in my lad letter, by giving you to underftand 
that it was not without fome concealed view 
that you attempted to have his fenfe con- 
demned without explaining it, and that yt>ur 
real defign was, that fome time or other thii 
vague undetermined condemnation (hould fall 
on the doctrine of efficacious grace, by (hew- 
ing it to agree' exadly with the fenfe of Jan- 
8 en I us, which you would find no difficulty 
in proving. This has made it abfelutely ttt^ 

cef&ry 
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cdEoy for yoa to pvc an anrwer. For if yoQ 
had ftill perfcvered obftmately in not explain- 
ing his fcnfe, a man the leaft dear*fighted 
would have perceived, that your real defign 
mras to overturn the doditrine of efficacious 
grace, which would have been the utmoft 
confuiion to you, as the Church has fo great 
a veneiation for a do&rine fo holy; 

At laft, theivfore, you have been obliged 
to declare yourfelf, which you have done in 
the anfwer to my letter, wherein I had re* 
pcdibnted to you, '^ That if in theie five 
f f propofitions Jansenius had any othelr 
^^ meaning than that of efficacious grace; 
f< nobody would defend hip, but, that if 
^^ he had no other fenfe than that of effica-^ 
^* dous grace, he was guilty of no errors/' 
This, Rev. Father, you could not di&Uow, 
however you make a diflindion.in this man* 
aer, p. a i. -' It is not fufficient in juftifica-^ 
^^ tion of Jansenius to fay that hehcdds 
*^ no other dodtrine than that of efficacious 
^' grace^ becaufe one may hold that in two 
f^ di&rent fenfes. The one heretical which 
*^ is the tenet of Calvin, which confiits in 
f ^ faying, that the will a£hiated by this graos 
^^ has not the power of refifling it, the o* 
f ^ ther orthodox, and is what the Thomifls, 
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^^ and the doOxm of the Sorfaoiuie hold, 
*^ which is founded on the principles oftar 
bliihed by councils, viz. That efficacious 
grace, by it's own operation, governs the 
will in fuch a manner as to leave it al wayss 
" in the power of the will to reiift it/' All 
this we grant you. Rev. Father, but you 
end thus, ^^ That Jaksenius would h»w 
'^ been a good Catholic, if he had de&nded 
'' efficacious grace in the ienfe the ThoroiAs 
^^ peceive it, but that he is heretical, inaC- 
'^ much as he is cbntradiftory to the Thoi- 
^' mifts, and conformable to Calvin, who 
f^ denies the power of reMing this grace.^ 
Rev. Father, I ihall not at prefent exa- 
mine this £id:. viz. Whether Jans£Hius in 
reality conforms to C a l v i n or no. It is 
Sufficient for me that you lay this dxsix^ to 
liim, and that you let us know at prefem; 
that by the fenfe of Jansenius you mcMt 
xiothing all this while but the dodrine of 
Calvin. Wa^ this all you propofed to fay. 
Rev. Father? Was it only the error of Cax- 
•viN you had a mind to condemn under the 
aK)tion of Ja nse n i us's opinbn ? Why did you 
not declare this iboner ? By that means you 
would have {pared yourfelf a great deal of 
trouble. For without any bulls or brie& aU 

the 
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the world would lmv« agreed with yott in 
fiondemoii^ this error. Oh I how neceflary 
was this eckiFcifleinent, and what difficulties 
does it remove ! We were ignorant. Rev. Fa- 
ther, what that -error was which the Popes 
4ind Bifhops were defirous of conden>ning« 
amder the name of the fenfe of Jansenius. 
The whole Church was in the greateft con- 
^Aemation, jind nobody would explain how it 
•was grounded. Rev. Father^ you at prefent 
4o this for Qs, you, whom all your party 
confiders as the head, and principal mover 
in all thieir councils, and who know the fe^ 
pret of all this detail. You have now told 
lis that this fenfeof Jansenius is no other 
tthan the ienfe of Calvin condemned by 
flhe council. Behold many doubts revoked 
4ft onoe ! At prefent we know that, the ef- 
«tQr Miihich they had a defign to condenfti 
«under thefe terms of the sense of Jan- 
/SEN I us, is nothing elfe but the fenfe ofCAi/- 
ViN ; and that by this means we remain in 
due obedience to their decrees, fince we con* 
demn with them this fenfe of Calvin, which 
4hey fo much wanted to be condemned. We 
lare no loiter aftonifhed tofmd that the Popes, 
^wd fome Biihops have adted with fo great zeat 
9^mA tl|e fenfe of J a n s e n i us. tiow 
^^ . could 
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could they have avoided doing fo, Father, 
having full belief in thoie who publicly zrct 
that this is the fame opinion with Calvin's? 
I declare therefore, Rev. Father, that you 
can have nothing more to reprehend in your 
adveriaries, becaufe afluredly they deteft the 
fame opinion, which you deteft. I am a*- 
ftonifhed only, that you are ignorant of if ^ 
and that you have fo little knowledge of their 
fentiments on this fubjed, which in their 
^orks they have fo often declared. I ani 
confident, on better informatkxi, you would 
regret that you had not acquamted yourfelf 
by a difpofition of your mind towards the 
love of peace, with fo pure and Chriftian a 
dodtrine, which paflion has occafioned you to 
oppofe before you underflood it, you would 
then fee. Rev. Father, that they not only 
do affirm that one does refift effedually theib 
feeble graces, which are called exciting or 
inefficacious, firom their not performing the 
good which they fuggeft : but that they like- 
wile are full as fleady and determined in 
maintaining againft Calvin the power diat 
the will has to refift even efficacious and vie* 
torious grace, as they are in maintaining a- 
gainft Molina the power of that grace over 
the will } being as jealous of the truth of 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



L E TT JE R XVIII. 285 

the one as of the other. They know but 
too well, that man in his own natmre has al« 
vrays the power of finnmg, and refiiHng 
girace, and that finoe his fall he bears in him- 
iblf an unhappy fund of concupifcence (or 
vicious inclinations) which augments this pow- 
er infinitely^ bi)t neverthelefsy when it plear 
ies Gop in his mercy to touch his heart, he 
4Bakes him do whatever, and in what man^ 
net he pleafes, without this infallibility of the 
opelation of God, deftroying in any fort 
the natural liberty of man, and this is done 
.by the fecret and wonderful methods by 
.^which God works this change, which St. 
/Austin has fo excellently explained, and 
.,':which deAroy all thefe feeming, imaginary 
- contradidions, which the enemies of efiica- 
cicus grace form to themfelves, between the 
Ibvcreign power of grace over firee«will, and 
that power which free-will has to refiit 
grace. For according to this great Saint, 
whom the Popes and Church have given for 
our guide in this matter, God changes the 
. heart of man by an heavenly and fweet dif- 
. poiitiOD difFufed over it ; which furmounting 
the fenfuality of the flefh, occafions that, 
man on the one hand perceiving his mortali* 
ty,« and nothingneis, and dtfi»vering on the 

other 
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other the greatriefs and etmniy of Go», coo^ 
ccxvcs a diigaft to the delights of fin, which 
feparatc him from the incomiptihle good { 
and finding his grcateil joy in the God who 
attra&s him, he of himfelf tends in£illibly 
to this good^ by an impolfe entirely free; 
vduntaryy and afiediooate -, infomuch that 
it would be pain and trouble to hioa to £epa-* 
rate him^f therefrom. It is not laid that he 
cannot, or might not depart from it ^Skdaa* 
ally, if he liad a mind to do fa ; bat how 
fhould he defire it, fince the will leads him 
always to do, what is moil pleafing to him, 
and that, nothing pleafes him at that time fo 
much, as this only good which compr^ends 
in it felf whatever elfe is good^ For St. Au^ 
ST IN fays : ^* ^od enim amplius ms dekc^ 
** tat^ Jfecimdtm id operemur^ neceffe ^." 

It is in thk manner that Gon diipo&s of 
man's free-will without impofing on hkn 
necellity, and that free-will which can al^ 
wajrs refift grace, but is not always willing to 
do fo, inclines the man as well freely, as io-» 
fallibly to Gon, when he pleafes to call him 
by the favour of his efficacious infpiiations. 

Thefe, Father, are the divine principles of 
St. Austin and St. Thomas, according to 
whom it is true« '^ That we are able, to re- 

.1 " fift 
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'^ £ft ^MXt^ contrary to the opinion of 
Calvin^ and that nocwithftanding we can 
do fo, as Pope Clemxnt the eighth £iy8 m 
his letter to the congregation de Auxiliis^ 
^^ Goi> forms in us the motions of our will, 
'^ and efiedually difpoies of our hearts by 
*^ the power his fupreme Majefty has over 
*^ the wills of men, as well as over the reft 
*^ of his oreatures under heaven, according 
'* to St. Austin." 

It is moreover according to thefe {principles 
tkatlve are able to ad oi ourfelves, by which 
means we may have merits, which are truly 
oor own, contrary to the error of Calvin : 
notwithftanding which, God bebg the firft 
mover of our adbns, and ^^ working in us 
'' what feemeth good unto him," as St. Paul 
fap, ^^ our good works aie the gifts of God," 
according to the council of Trent. 

Hereby that impiety of Luthxr is de« 
i^oyed which is condemned by the fame 
council, ^^ That, wo do not co-operate in 
*' any manner to our falvatbn, mors than 
^^ do things inanimate." Hereby alio is oon* 
demned that in^ptety of the difcfoles of ]M[b« 
LIN A, who wUl not acknowledge, that it is 
the power of that grace which eni^iles as ft» 
co-operate therewith in the work of our fal^ 

vation. 
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▼atioo, by which they deftroy that aitlcht 
•f faith eftabliOied by St Pa ul, '' That 
<« it is God who woriu in u$ both to wfll 
" an^todo/' 

In a word, it is by this means that al 
thofe paflages of Scripture agree, which feedl 
the moil oppofite to each other. ** Tom ye 
'^ unto the Lord : Lord, turn our hearts 
^' unto thee : throw your iniquities far from 
*^ you : it is God who takes away the fifli 
^' of his people. Do works meet for le- 
*' pentaoce: Lord thou haft done all our 
*' works in us. ^Create in you a new heart 
*^ and a new fpirit : I will give onto yoa a 
^^ new heart and a new fpirit/' 

The only means of reconciling thefe feem<« 
ing contrarieties, which one while attribatb 
our good works to God, at another to our* 
felves, is to acknowledge, that, as St Atr- 
8TIN fays, ^' Our works are our own, in 
^^ refped to our free-will which pcxxluccSs 
^^ them, and alfo are of God, inafiniich as 
*^ it is from the eSeSt of his grace, that oifr 
^^ firoe*will produces them ;" and likewife is 
he fays elfewhere, God makes us do what- 
ever he pleafeth, in giving us the will to do, 
what we otherwiie might be unwilling to do. 
^^ j1 deofaSum eft^ ut velknt^ quod et mlie 
«* pQtuiJfmt:\ In 
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la thb mflimer, Rcr. Father, year adver« - 
ilttics are perfedly in agreemetit with the new 
I'hoQiifb thmfifelvei ^ becanfe the Thomifts 
holdy a9 well as thejr^ both the power of re« 
dftiog grace, and the infalliUlitjr of the ef* 
fed of that grace, which they make profef^ 
&)fi to maintain in fo ftrong a manner, ac-** 
cording to that principal maxim of their doc-^ 
•ine which Alvarez^ one of the moft 
ccmfiderahie among them repeats fo often in 
hk book^ and which he expreflbs in the 72* 
dkpttfation, n. 4. in thefe terms : ^* When 
^* efficadoys grace bihiences free-will, it 
'* confents infallibly, becanfe the effe£t of 
^^ grace is, to occafion, that, althoogh the 
\^ £ree->will has power not to confent thereto, 
^ yet nevetthelefs it does confent effedhii- 
>^ ally.'* The reafon for which he givesr 
from gt. Thomas his matter, •• That the 
?* will of G o D cannot fail of being ac- 
<^ oomplifhed; and therefore when Go fir 
^' wills that a man fliould confent to grace, 
^\ he does confent infallibly, and alfo neceC- 
*' farily, not from an abfolute neceifity, bat 
•* from a neceffity of infallibility/* By which, 
grace does no way break in on ^i the power 
^* one has to refitt, if one wills fo to do ;" 
becauie it occasions only that one wills not . 
Vol. II. U to 
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tb'reM, ^s father Petau ^nowled^es m 
thcic wbfds, vol. 1. p. 662. •* Thrgraw 
^* of Jesus Christ makes us-perfevere hh» 
^ fallibly in piety, although not fromncicf- 
*' fity. For we have pdwet of not confefit- 
*^ Ing, if we will fo, (as the ootmcil fkjrs) 
'^ but this (ame grace makes us^ not to will 

""' {or 

Here then, Father, is the ftcady do6trinc 
of St. Austin, of St. Prosper, of the 
Fathers who followed them, of die cOuncHs, 
of St. Thomas, and in general of all the 
Thomifts. It is likewife that of your adver-- 
faries, although you have not imagined fo, 
and indeed it is the very fame you have your- 
felf juft now approved of in thefc word^, 
** The doftrine of efficacious grace which 
^* acknowledges that one has power to refift^ 
*^ is orthodox, fupported by the councils^ 
^* and maintained by the Thomifts, and 
V dodloris of the Sorbonne." Tell the trath, 
[Rev. Father, if you had known that yoitr 
adverfaries had held this doArine, perhaps the 
intereft of your focicty would have prevent- 
cd your giving it this public approbation. But 
l)y your imagining they were of a difftrciit 
'opinion, thie very fame intereft of your fbd- 
«ty, prcviilcd pn you to authorife the ftfld- 

ments 
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tpanti^ which you thought oppofite to theirs^ 
^nd by this miflake being led to undermine 
their principks, you have yburfclf entirely c- 
jftabliihed them, tnfomuch that dt prefeiit 
We fihd hy a kind of prodigy^ the defenders 
of efficacious grace juftiiied by the defends 
crs of Molina t fo admirable are the work.- 
ings df Gob in making every thing .concut 
tn the glory of his truth. 

: Let all the world then learft by your own 
declaration^ that this truth concerning effica- 
cious gtaca^^neceffary in every adiort of piety^ 
which Is fp favorite a poiiit of the Church, 
(u^4 which Is the price of the blood of her 
Saviour, is, a doflrine h apparently catho-* 
lie, that there is not one Catholic, includirlg, 
evep. the Jefuits^ who does not acknowledge 
it t9 be qrthodoit« At the fame time it will 
^pear by your oWn proper donfeflion, that 
.there is Hot the leafl fufpicioh of error in thofe 
whoni you have aecilfed of k fo inveterate* 
"^y. For whefl you imputed tcJ them tonceal- 
,ed cgors^ without being willing tp difclofc 
What^hey were, it was as difficult to ihem 
.jta cleat themfelves^ as oti your fide all accit* 
.^tion of fuch a kind was eafy i but as now 
you have declared that this error, ^^hlch p* 
bilges you to oppofe them isCAtviN*s, which 
U a you 
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you think they maintain, there is no one who 
does not plainly difcover that they are exempt 
from every erroneous opinion ; becaufe they 
are fb far removed from maintaining the only 
one you charge them with, and that they 
proteft in their difcourles, in their books, 
and in every thing they can produce in evi- 
dence of their ientiments, that, they con- 
demn that Hercfy from the bottom of their 
hearts, and in the fame manner as the Tbp- 
mifb do, whom you make no fcruple to ac- 
knowledge for Githolics, . and who have ne- 
ver been fufpeded to be otherwife. 

What have you to fay againft them now. 
Rev. Father? That, although they do not fojr 
low the fenie of Calvin, they are never- 
thelefs Heretics ; becaufe they will not ac- 
knowledge that the do£trine of Jan sen i us is 
the fame withCALviN's?Dare you be fobold 
as to fay, that that is a matter of Hercfy ? 
Is it not rather a mere queilion of a iadt from 
whence no Hercfy can be formed ? Without 
difpute it would be one to fay, that a man 
has not power to refift efficacious grace, but 
can it be fo to doubt whether or not Janse- 
Nius maintains it ? Is it a revealed truth ? 
Is it an article of faith to be received under 
p^ of damnation ? Is it not, in fpite of all 

you 
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yea can fay, a pdnt of fad, for which it wouM 
be ridiculous to pretend there were any He-^ 
redes in the Church ? 

Do not then. Rev. Father, give them this 
name, but find fome other, that may be 
proportioned to the nature of your difference; 
Say, they are an ignorant asd flnpid race, 
smd that they do not under Aand jANSB^r- 
us. Such reproaches indeed woidd be fuit* 
able to the difpute : but the calling thetii 
Heretics has no relation thereto. And ai this 
is the only calumny from which I wiO < i e fefld 
them, I fhall not take much pains to (hew, 
they do rightly underftand Jansenius. All 
that i fharll fay ia regard to him. Rev. Father, 
is, what appears to me, that in judging of 
him by your own rales, it is difficult to make 
him pafs for other than Catholic, for here 
follows what you eftablifh for his examin-^^ 
ation. 

** To know then, fay you, whether Jam- 
** SEN I us is innocent, it is ncccffary to in- 
*^ form ourfelves if he defends efficaciotis 
** grace in Calvin's manner, who denies 
** the power of rcfifting it : for then he 
" would be an Heretic : or in the manner' 
" of the Thomifts who allow this power, 
•* for then he would be a good Catholic."* 
U 3 Obfervc 
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Obfcrvc therefore, Rev. Father, whether he 
jiiTerts that one has the power of refifting;^ 
when he 'lays throughout whole treatife^^ 
and among others in the 3. vol; book 8. 
diap. 20. ^^ That a man has always the 
^* power of refilling, conformable to tho 
^ couttdl, that, the free-will has al- 

^* WAYS THE POWER OF ACTING Oli 

** NOT ACTING, to will, or not to wiD, 
♦^ to confent or not to confent, to do good 
^* or evil, and that man has during life thej« 
♦* two liberties, which are called of ^ontra*^ 
**- riety and contradidlion/* See Kkewife'if 
he does not differ from the error of Calvin, 
fuch as you repreient it to be : he who fhews, 
chap. 21,'* That the Church has condemn^. 
^^ ed this Heretic who maintains that effica^ 
^* cious grace does not aft on the frec-wilf, 
^* in the manner believed fo long a time^ in 
^* the Church, which is, that it is afterwards 
^* in the power of the free-will to confent or 
^' not to confent, inftead of faying with St» 
<^ Austin and the cx)uncil, a man has aU 
♦' ways the power of not confenting if he 
^^ pleafes, and that^ according to St. Pros-* 
<* FCR, God gives even to his eleQ them^ 
^^ fclves the will of perfevering in fuch fort 
« as not tp take away the power of willing 
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*^ to the contrary," Laftly, jqdgc if iit 
does not agree with the Thomifls^ when be 
declares^ c. 4. " That every thing whicl^ 
' ^ the Thomifh have written to reconcile thp 
•* cfficacioufBefs of grace with the power of 
^^' reiifting it» is fo confonnable to his own 
^^ meaning, that you need . only read their 
V bdoks,^ tQ learn his fentiments : Sl^d i0 
^ Jixerunt^ diStumputay -^ ^ 

' : In this manner he talks on all theie hcxids, 
«nd therefore it Is, I am entirely perfuaded, 
that he believes in a power of refifting-grace^ 
that he differs from Calvin, and is con- 
formable to the Thomifls, forifmoch as he 
£iys fo, for which reafon^ by your own rub 
Ix is catholic. If you have any other way 
of knowing the fenfe of an author, except 
by his exprefiions, and that, without quot- 
ing any other paifages from his writings 
you will ftill maintain, contrary to his very 
words, that he denies the power of refifting, 
ftbd that he is for Calvin againft the Tho- 
.mifts, yet be not : afraid. Father, I flhall ac- 
cufe you of Herefy, fqr all this ; I (ball on- 
ly fay, it appears, to me that you ill under^ 
ftand Jansbnius, but we ft:all not therefore 
be kfs children of the fame Church. 

■ '; y 4 What 
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What then can be the meaning that you *• 
behave in this difpute in fo outragious a^ 
fnaaner, and that you treat . as your mop; 
cruel enemies, and the moil dangeroos Hck 
retics, thofe whom you cannot accuie of a* 
py error, or of any tiling elfe, but the not 
underftanding Jansenius in your knit} 
For on what elfe do you diffHitey but the 
meaning of this author ? You defire thqr 
(hould condemn himi but they afk what you 
mean thereby : you fay, you underftand by 
it^ the error of Calvin, they anfwer they 
condemn that error, therefore if you haw 
no quarrel to their words, but to the thing 
they (xprefs by them, you ought to be il« 
ready fatjsfied. If they refiife to fay they 
condemn the fenfe of Jansenius, it is, be-^ 
caufe they believe it to be the fame with St, 
Thomas's. I find this word therefore to be 
very equivocal between you ; in your mouth 
it iignifies the fenfe of Calvin, in theirs of 
3t. T H o M A s : infomuch that the different 
ideas which you have of the fame term occa« 
iiQDing all your divifions, if I was to modcr 
rate in your difputes, I would forbid the namir 
jng Jansenius, on the one fide or the o« 
ther. And thus^ by your exprefling nothing but 
what ye\i undcrftapd by it, one ihould find 

thai 
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i^jut you only impure^ the condemnatien of 
Ca l V I k's fenfe, to which they confent j 
^d that they recjuire nothing but the dqfenfe 
of St. Austin and St. Thomas^ in which 
you are on both iides a^eed« 

I declare then, Famer, for my part I 
fliail efieem them always to be Catholics^ 
whether they condemn J AN SEN I us, if they 
find errors in him, or, whether they do not 
condemn him when they find nothing dbere^ 
but what yott declare yourfelf to be catho- 
lic^ and I fhall ^peak to them as St* Jerou 
did to John, Biihop of Jerufalem, accufed 
^f holding eight proportions of O r i a £ n ; 
*' Either condemn Or I GEN, faid this faint, 
/' if you acknowledge he has held thefe er- 
^' rors, or deny that he held any fuch.: 
*^ Aut nega^ hoc dtKiffe eum qui arguitur^ 
^' Mut fi locutus efi talia^ eum damna^ qui 
'' dixeritr 

Such is the behaviour of thofe who attack 
the errors of men only, and not their pev- 
fons ; whereas you who quarrel with thejr 
perfons, more than their errors, think it o£ 
no.fervice to condemn the errors, if one does 
not at the fame time condemn the perfons to 
whom you would fain impute them* 

How 
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How violent then. Father, is your metboi 
i>f proceeding, and how litde ca|)fable <^ focx 
tc{^ I I have faid it to you before, add ^aki 
jepeat it, violence and truth have no injSur 
jcnce over each other. Your accufation^ svere 
never more outragious, nor the* intioteQ^ 
of your adverfaries ever more evident^ ££Bb- 
cacious grace was never attacked vnikjnot^ 
artifice, and yet we have never feen it: 4^ 
'firmly eftablifhed. You make ule of yomr 
utmoft efforts to make men believe tha<; yottjr 
disputes are on points of £dth, and nevei! wte 
the world better informed, that your diff&s 
ence b only on a point ofh€t. In (hott^yw 
leave nothing unattempted to gain belief jkhat 
this point of fadt is true, and never wete 
people mwe difpofed to doubt of it. The 
reafon for. it. Father, is plain, becaufe you 
do not make ufe of the natural methods of 
gaining credit to a point of fa£):, which ate 
to convince the fenfes, and to ihew in tbe 
book the words iaid to be contained theifeiii. 
But you labour to fearch out ways, fo very 
^remote from that candid fimplidty, that 
the moft ftupid wretch muft tieccf&rily 
obfervc it. Why have you not takeii the 
fame method, which I have kept to, through- 
out tny letters, for difcoverlng fo many bad 

maxioia 
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tmxiffls of your authors, which Was by quot- 
ing faithfully the places from whence they 
wtte taken i The £une thing was done by 
the curates of Paris^ a method which Will 
always convince mankind. For what would 
you have fakl^ or what would others have 
Aought, when for example you were re- 
^roadbed with this proportion of fadier A^ 
^juv : •^ That a religious may kill a perfon 
^ who direatens to publifh calumnies againft 
'^' him or his ibdety, provided he has no o- 
^ ther means of defending himfelfj" if they 
^d not cited the place where it is declared 
Ittdiftin^ terms f And that however deiirous 
>foa might have been to know from whence 
*3tbey had their information, they had been 
soBIlinately bent not to let you know ? And 
vthat inflead thereof, they had been at Rome 
to procure a bull which (hould enjoin all 
die world to acknowledge the truth of it? 
' Would not people have imagined that with- 
cut doubt the Pope had been furprifed into 
it ? And that they would not have rccourfe 
to fo extraordinary a meafure, but from a 
'want of the natural methods, which the truth 
of fads always furnifhes to thofe who main* 
tain them? Therefore they have only re- 
i|narked that father Amy teaches this doc- 

trine 
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trine in vol. ^.difp. 36. n. 118. pagjK 544J 
of the Douay edition } conieqoeBtly whom- 
ever was willing to fee this pafl^^ has therp 
found it, and nobody could be left in any 
doubt concerning it. This is an eafy an in«^ 
fallible method to determme queftiopa of 
fad, when one is in the right. 

How comes it then. Father, thaC yop 
have not aded in the fame manner ? Yoh 
have faid in your Cavilli, ^ that the five pro-- 

* pofitions arc " word for worb«' 

* in Jansenius, in the very terms, " ra^ 
•• riDBM ysRBis.** You have been told they 
are not there. What then remained to have 
been done, but to have cited the page, if 
they were really to have been founds or, tb 
have confefled that you had been miftaken ? 
You have done neither, but inflead thereof, 
jcnowing very well that all thefe places In 
Jarsenius which you fometimes produce in 
order to dazzle the world, and not the indi* 

VIDUAL AND PARTICULAR PROPOSITI* 

ONs CONDEMNED, which you engaged to 
make appear in his books you offer us certain 
conftitutions that declare them to be taken 
from thence, without citing th^ place where. 
I know very well. Father, the refpeft 
which ChriiUans owe to the holy See, itnd 

your 
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^oor advcrfkrics (hew very plainly that they 
were determined never to depart herefrom ; 
)>ut do not conclude therefore it was any want 
^pf refpeft in theni when they reprefented to 
the Pope with all the fubmiilion which chil-- 
dren owe to their father, and members to 
their head, that he might have been fur- 
prifed in regard to this point of fa A; that 
he.h^ not entered into the examination of it 
during his pontiiicat, and that his pnedecef- 
for Inbiocbnt the tenth had only enquired 
into thefe propofitions, whether they were 
het^tical, but not if they were thofe of Jan- 
sshius, which occafioned a commiflaryof 
the holy office, ^ne of the principal examin- 
ers of them to fay, ** That, they could not 
'•* be ccnfurcd as the opinion of any author: 
'* Nm funt qualificabiles in fenfu proferm-^ 
** tis 5 becaufe they had been offered for ex- 
'^ amination as bare propofitions, and with- 
V out regard to what author they did be- 
'*' long : In abfiraBo et ut prafcindunt ab 
** omni proferenfe :'* as may be feen by their 
opinions lately printed : that, more than fix- 
ty do<3:ors, and a great number of other in- 
telligent and pious perfons have read this 
•^book with great exadlnefs, without ever find- 
ing thefe propofitions in it, but have found 

others 
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others ^uite coaoarjr to tfadn : tlal^ ^oie 
who made this imprcflioii cm the Popeimighfe 
veiy well be fuppoied to We abufod the 
confidence he had in them» mlercf^ed as ihcyt 
are to decry that author who has co&vidQd 
Molina of more than fiftf erroA : and 
that, what makes this opinion more credible, 
is that th^ have this maxim^ one tif the 
beft efbblifhed m their theology: '' That they 
^' may without any crime calumniate fiiefa; 
** by whom they think they are unjuftly at^^ 
" tacked/' Therefore, their tcftimony be- 
ing (o fufpicious, and the teftimooy of others 
£o confiderable, one has fome room to hp^ 
plicate his Holinefs with all poffible humtfity^ 
that he would occaiioo this fad to be eka« 
mined in the [Mrefence of dodtors on each fiik# 
in order to form a folemn and regulaf de^ 
cifion : ^* Let competent judges be aflbior 
<* bled, iaid St. Basil, in a fimilar caie,;E^ 
*^ pifi. 75. let every one be unconftrainedthat 
*^ they may examine my writmgs : let them 
^* fee whether they contain any errors* id 
^* £uth : let them read the obje(Sions» .bnd 
*' anfwers to them, to the end that their feil^ 
** tcnce may proceed from a proper cegni^^ 
*^ zance of the caufe, and in the due fbtms, 
*' and let them not, without exaodining^ s^ 
^' ftabiiih a defamation/' Do 
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09 jioc theicAttc, Father, atteoipt 10 inal^ 
thflfe pa($ dfi defifsnt * ifi their fubmiflioii to 
the holy See, who fhouki ad in foch a maii^ 
9en The Popn are very fin^ from treating 
ChHftians with that rigour which fome would 
eaerdre under their nanae : ^' Tlie Church, 
H fays Pope GftSGORY, on Job, book yiii^ 
^ chip. i« which was conftituted- in the 
V^ ichool of faunaihty, commands not with 
** tuthonty, but perfuades by rttfon, when- 
'^ he vet flit teaches her children whom ihc 
^^<lhiiiks engaged in any error : Reffa qua 
f ^ emmtiim* dicity non quqfi ex autboritaU 
^\{ifrdtoifit^ fed ex ratitme perfuadtty And 
(b &r£roni thiajung it any diflionour to re-i 
cede ftbm ii judgment, in forming which, 
ttey ha?t been fmrprifed, on the contrary thejr 
^(^an^ot, as St. Bernard witneiTes, Epift. 
iSo^ ^y The apoftdical See has this comi 
^ QUttdable quality, that it does not ftand 
l^o^ the nice point of honour, and is ready 
1*' td fetal what has been, procured from it 
f^' by iinprize, and it is quite right that no- 
^' hody ihould make their advantage from 
^^ fuch an injuftice, and principally before 
« the holy See, 

i Thcfe, Father, arc the trufe fcntiments 
which one fhould inculcate into Popes, iince 
c all 
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all (fivines agree^ that they may be fufpF&ed| 
and that that forereigh fituation is fo far from 
iecuring them from it^ that on the amtnty 
It makes them more liable to it^ from tl»^ 
multiplicity of affairs which fef>arate]y fall t& 
their care. This is what the fame St. Gre- 
GORY faid to fome perfons who were afto« 
ni(hed that another of the Popes had fuffer- 
ed hirafclf to be deceived. « Why^ fays he^ 
*» in book i. dialog, do you wonder that' 
•• we arc deceived, we who are but' men ? 
•^ Have you not fecn how David, that 
*« Prince who had the fpirit of prophecy^* 
^ having given credit to the deceit of Zib A 
«< gave an unjuft judgment againft the {on 
•• of JoNATHA!r? Who thctt Will think 
.^^ it flrange that impoftures fhould furprize 
** us fomctimes, who are not Presets ? The 
^ multitude of our affairs overwhelms usi, 
" and our mind, by being divided between 
^* {o many different things, applies itielf leia 
^* to each in particular, and is thereby more 
•* eafily deceived in any one of them/' 

Really, Father, I believe, the Popes know 
better than you whether they can be furprifed 
into miflakes or not. They declare them^ 
felvcs, that Pc^cs, and the greateft Kings 
are more expofed to be deceived, than mcii 

who 
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who have lefs important occupations. When 
they tell us fo we ought to believe them. It 
is very eafy to account by what means one 
may "be able to fqrprize them. St. Be r- 
NARD deftrribes it in a letter to Innocent 
the fecond in this manner: '^ It is nei- 
" ther an amazing, or new thing, that the 
*^ mind of man is able to. deceive or be de- 
" ceived. Some religious are come to you 
" with a fpirit of falfity, and illufion. They 
*^ talked to you againft a Bifhop whom they 
*^ hate, and one whofe life has been exem- 
** plary. Thefc people bite like dogs, and 
^^ wduld make good pafs for evil. In tlfe 
** meantime, moft holy Father, you are an- 
** gry with your fon. Why have you given 
** an occafioh of rejoicing to his adverfaries ? 
Believe not in all Ipirits, but try, whether 
the fpirits are from God. I hope when 
^* you fhall have known the truth, that 
*^ whatever has been grounded on an evil re- 
•* port wil] be difpellcd. I implore the Spi- 
**^ rit of trath to grant you the grace to fc- 
** paratc the light from darknefs, and to re- 
^ jc6t the evil in order to favour the good.'' 
You find then, Father, the high ftation that 
the Pbpes enjoy does not exempt them fron* 
furprisse, anid helps only to make their mi- 
. Vol. Ih X ftakcs 
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Ibkts more dangerous and important. Tbii 

ifiwhat St. BstiNAltD reprcfents to Pope 

-EuGENius^ Deconfid« book 2. kft cfaqi. 

There is another weaknefi fb general, tfakt 

I never found any of the great onies of the 

world could avoid it It is, holy Fath^, 

^' too great credulity, from whenoe fo fliany 

•• diforders arife. Frtmi thence proceed dit 

^^ violent perfectttions againft the ianooent, 

.^' the nnjuil prgodioes to thofe vcrho are alf- 

^* fent, outragious pailions in affairs of Iflb 

" moment: Pro nihih. This, holy P^ 

^^ ther, is fo univerial an evil, that if yoti ato 

*^ exempt fixxn it I muft fay you are the only 

^ one who have tlus advantage beyond ttU 

•• your prcdeceffi)rs." * 

I imagine. Father, this begins to perfttade 

yon, that the Popes are expofisd to be fui- 

prifed. But to convince you tiiorotighly "if 

it, I will only bring hack to your memdfy 

fome examples whidi you yoarfelf rdate |b 

vour book of Popes and Einperors, v^ 

mvt been adoaUy futprifed by Ibme d th^ 

HeitetioB. For fw. mention, thaet Arot^ 

LINARI0S Ibrpr^d Pope Damasos, aiid 

fo did CceL£sTitrs fnptize ZoeiMus. You 

lay Attthfcr a certak pe^m odled Ataama- 

%im decHiv0d 4he Smpttor Hsracljits, 

I an4 
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ja^ W4LS 4^e ocqtQoa of bis pcricctitiag th^ 
JL^holicka$ ^nd ^kewi^e that.SsRGXu.s obr 
l^tnpd frpxn HpvoRxps th%t decree wh}c|t 
^ijifii^ )>i}n)t at the tiq[ie of the fixth council^ 
^f h j^h yp)i i^y was procured by his being tb^ 
4)W^ii^ of th^t Pope. 

^|; i^ tbensfore qianifeft by your own aQ- 

:<^nf^ tl^t thqfe who are fo officious attep*- 

f{«at§ upon Princes and Popes. artfully engagf 

^m fpmetimes to perfecute the true f^ith^ 

jgth^ tb^y thin)c they arc rooting out Her 

K^* Froqi thence it proceeds that thp 

JPopi^s, wbo are afraid pf nothing ipoce tb^fi 

jib? li^ igippQtioos^ have made an i;cple|iai^ 

ijjcal Uw of ia letter of Ax«bxand^a the 

4hird, inferted in the canon Uyr^ to allour 

^e fiii^xsnding the execution of their bulls^ 

j^ d«crw8, when there is reafon to believe^ 

^^lib^y haye been depeived. ^* If fometimes^ 

.** faj^ tbiis Pope to the Archbifliop of Ra- 

r** vflnpa, we ibpuld feiid to you, brother, 

(^y^4^9es whjch arc contrary to your 

^J^ foBtintpots, let pot that pot you under 

!' Wif ^npafinefs. For either you muft put 

r '*' theip m execution witfa4uc obedience, or 

. M^* iend a f^on to us why you ,thin)& you 

<< (hould ctot dp /b I ^r we i]^U lie pjieafed 

^\ ibal yt;^^ do npt ^^ ecate ft decree which 

X 2 " ™*y 
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** may have been drawn from us by tnt^ 
^^ prize and artifice/* ,Ia this manner the 
Popes aA who bufy themfelves to clear up 
the difFerences among Chriflians, and not to 
indulge the paflion of thofe who mean to 
difturb them. They do not make uie of a fove-^ 
Irign authority, as St. Peter and St. Paul^ 
following herein Jesus Chris t, affirm^ 
but the fpirit which appears throughout all 
their conduct is that of peace and truth. For 
this reaibn it is that they commonly put in 
their letters this claufe, which is to be under;-- 
ftood to be in all: ** Siita efi: Jifrecei veri-^ 
*^ tate nitantur : If the thing is as has been 
*^ reprefented to us, if the fads alledged arc 
*' true." From hence it 'appears that finqe 
the Popes give no force to their bulls, but in 
proportion as they are founded on true fadto, 
*it is not therefore the bulls alone which prove 
the truth of fads ; but on the contrary^ ^i^- 
cording to the canonifts themfelves, it J^ the 
truth of the fadts which makes t;he bull^ re- 
ceivable. . How then (hall we £nd put; ^tl^c 
truth of the fads? Why, it ihall be^y^jjic 
eyes. Father, which are the lawful ju^«^ 
thereof, as reafon is of natural aqd intel^igi^c 
things, and faith of things fupernat^rai^i^d 
revealed.' For ^ce you oblige ma ^o^f;l9,^> 
\ * ^ Father, 
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FiftW, I maft tell you, that according to 
the fentiments of two of the greateft doftors 
<rf the Church, St. Austin and St. Tho- 
mas, thefc three principles of bur know- 
ledge, war. The SENSES, REASON, and 
Vaith, have each their diftindi objefts, and 
ia certainty of forming the judgment each 
within it*s own proper bounds. And as God 
has been pleafed to make ufe of the interpo- 
lition of the fenfes to give entrance into the 
faifh : ** Fides ex auditu^'* fajth is fo far 
from deftroying the certainty of the fenfes,. 
that on the contrary it would be to deftroy 
faith, if we call in queftion the faithful report 
"of the fenfes. Therefore St. Thomas ex- 
^prefly remarks, that God has ordered that 
the fenfible accidents fhould fubfiil in the 
eucharift, to the end, that the fenfes which 
judge only from thefe accidents, might not 
be deceived : ** tit fenfus a deceptione red^ 
** dantur immunes*^ 

From thence let us conclude, that what* 
ever proportion is offered for our examination^ 
we flbould immediately enquire into the nature 
thereof, to find out to which of thefe three 
principles we ought to have recourfe. If any 
thing fupematural is in queftion, we will not 
judge by. our fenfes, nor reafon, but by thjB 
.. * X 3 Scriptures, 
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Scriptures, and dicifions of the Church i 
bCit if it be a propdfitkm Mt revealed, atKf 
adequate to ourftafursLreAfon, that wSIl)6 
the proper judge; But if a pdnt of faft ii 
in difpute we muft believe our ieirfes, to 
whom it naturally belongs to have cogninnco 
thereof. 

This rule is fo general, that according to St. 
Austin and St. Thomas, when the Scirip* 
ture itfclf prefents a paflage. Where thdfitft li- 
teral ienfe is found contrary to what the i^fel 
and reafon know with certainty, we todft not 
attempt in fuch cafe to disallow them, {o^ 
to fiibnfiit them to the authodty of that feeitH 
ing fenfe of the Scripture, but muft inter- 
pret the Scrlptiire, and fearch out for another 
Cleaning which Is agreeable to that truth fb 
tertain to bur fenfefi ; for the wprd of Goar 
being infallible in thefe fai^ themielves^ ind 
|he report of the fenfes and reiifiMi- adiiig 
within their fphere, beiilg lifcewife orrtain; 
it is heceilary that thefe two truths milft ta4 
gree with each other. And whereas tba^Sorip^ 
ture may be interpreted feviral ways^ anii^ht 
report of the fenfes by but only one way^- fii 
^uch cafes we ought to take tlttt to lie the 
true interpretation of the Scr^ture, whidi is 
>greea\)le to the faithful report of the fetifyk 

ccWc 
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*^ Wc fhoul4 %« Str Thomas, p. 1. q^^ 
^! 68, a, I. obferve two thiogs, according tq ; 
'^ St Austin^ the ooe, tbat the Scripture 
«< ha$ alwa]p8 a true meaniag, the other» that^ 
^^ as it may be taken in more fenfes than 
^ <me, whea we fia4 we which our reafon^ 
^* coavincesus to be certaioly falie> we {houkl. 
^^ not thoQ perfift in faying, that this is the 
'^ natural interpretation, but look out for 
*' fome other which b agreeable with out 
V reafon and fenfes." 

This he explains by the example oi a paf« 
jfi^ in the book of Geoefis where it ia writ^ 
ten, ^' Gon created two great lights, the (utk 
*^ iuid moon, and alfo the flars;" by whicl^ 
Ac? .Scripture feems. to fay, that the mooQ 
isgreater than all the ftars : but becaufe it ii 
flumfeft, by indubitable demonih'ations, that 
1^ is falie, we ought not, fays this Saintj 
p be ;obftiiiate in defending this literal fenfe | 
bat look oat for another, conformable to thi9 
tguth of the fedl, as by faying, " the w<^d^ 
ff gieat light, oiarka only the greatnefs o£ 
*^ ithe U^ of the moon in refpe<% to our &r 
M tmtkm,' and not the fupcrior gre^tpeis of 
<^ that body confidered in itfelf/' 
r Shoukl we do otherwife it would opt mak^ 
the Scripture venerable, but 00 the contrary 
X 4 would 
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would tTtpoCt it to the oontcmpt of the^inU^ 
believers: ** bccaufe/' as St. Air-sTi:« 
fays, ** ihoald it ever come to their IcnoMr- 
*' ledge, that we believe in the Scriptote^ 
^' things which they know certainly to be 
^^ falfe, they would feoff at our credulicy in- 
^* things that are more hidden from tis^ focb 
^^ as the r»furre£tion of the deaxl, and the 
^^ life everlafling/' And by this moans, Stw 
Thomas adds, ^* We ihould nuke. our. 
^* religion contemptible, and fhut the door 
*f to their converfion." 

It would likewife be the means of prevent^^ 
ing Heretics from coming over to us, ^d of 
making them have a defpicable q>iD]oii of the^ 
Pope's authority if we refufe to allow tbo&' 
to be Catholics, who will not believe certain 
words to be in a book in which they cannot 
find them, only hecaufe a Pope taken by far- 
prize has declared them to be there* For it 
is the examination of a book, that only can 
inform one if fuch words are therein xxui- 
tained or no. A fad is to be proved fay the 
fenfes alone. If what you maintain betrath 
fhew it, if you cannot, leave off folicitn 
ing any one to believe it : it would be in 
vain. All the powers of the world cannot 
by their authority petiuade men of a pcsoi 
^ of 
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of^ffld, na.moro than they tm alter it : for 
notbmg can occafioa that what is, fhall npt how: 

-Itwas to no pnrpoie, for example, that* 
certaia religious of Ratifbon obtained firom'^ 
^ Pope St. Leo the ninth a folemn decree, 
by which he declared that the body of 5t» 
Dja^Nis, £rft Bifhop of Paris, and generally 
thought to have been the Areopagite, had been 
carried away horn France and placed in the 
church of their inonallery. That does not 
hinder but that the body of this Saint has 
been always, and is at prefent in the famous 
abbey which bears his name, in which you 
wonld find it a difficult taikto make this bull 
faei received, although this Pope declares in it 
that he had examined into this affair *' with 
** jail pofliblc diligence, DiLJGENrjssi»i£\ 
^^ and with the council of very many Bifhopt 
^* and Prelates : infomuch that he flridly 
^*: enjoins all the French, districtb^ prje^ 
*f .c/?/ffj\rTi?^, to acknowledge, and confefi 
'* that they have no longer thefe holy re- 
*f licks." Yet nevertbelefs the French who 
were convinced of the fi^lfity of this fad: by 
their own eyes, and who having opened the 
ihrioe found therein all thefe relicks entire, as 
the hiftorians of that time teflify, believed at 
that time (and it h^s bee^i believed ever fincpe) 

\ I the 
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tlw quite omtraiy to what thir hdy Fopel^d 
ci^oiiied them to belief e, fiMufmuch as ihaytr^ 
blew both Saints and Ptaphctt are liabk <or 
Wdeceivtd. 

It was as much m vain that you ohtai n ad ^ 
that decree from Rome againft Galileo whicki 
condemned his opinion touching the motloDi 
of the earth. This will never be an argument: 
to prove that it (lands ftill| and if men faadj 
fure obfervations which have proved it is the: 
earth which turns, not all mankind togetliQf * 
would prevent it's turning, nor prevent thoifv 
own turning with it. Nor would I haveyoii' 
imagine that the letters of Pope Zacvaiut 
for the excommunicaticMi of St ViRc?iz.y fao»> 
caufe he aflerted that there were antipodes tm 
us, have annihilated that new world, and diat 
notwithftanding he had declared this opioiw 
ID be a dangerous error, that therefore tfa^ 
King of Spain has not found great beoofit 
by believing in CnitisTOPHER Colum^ 
BUS, who came from thence, ratlra: ih$m 
the judgment of this Pope who had neim 
been there : or, that the Church has not tm 
ceived great advantage iince this difcoveiy haa 
procured the knowledge of die Gofpel, taA 
great a multitude of people, who had odvnv 
wife periihed in their infiidU^. 

You 
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vy<to ibe £r<m^ heiice^ Patlier^ what h d» 
nieure of fiida^ and fay ^fa»t principles iMr 
oC^bt to jtikdge <tf ^bend^ from wbonoc it w 
eafy to conclude as to our fob^ediyth^ iflMk^ 
fi^ prop6fit]6nft are Aoc of Jaksbhivs k is 
imfiaffible they fhoidd be extraded from Iw 
iMok, and that the onty itoeans of judgitig 
rigjhdy of tb«D»/aiid to jpcrfo^c the world, h 
totkalhihe this bodk in a regular cotiferentsey 
aa we have defirdd .yoa to do for ^ib Idi^ « 
tfait. Till that is done yoa ba/renor^ht to 
call yobr adterfitfies oUtiiiate : for they will 
be blamelefs as to thiil pomt of fad, as tfaef 
are without errors on the points of hiikvi^Cim 
tholifis With iregard to right, reldbnable With 
ngafd to &ft, ftOd innocent in both cafea« 

Who wouldiiotbe afkibifhed. Father^ in feed- 
ing (Ml One fide a jaftificaitionibafkipb, and OBI 
Ae otherfueh violent aconfadans ? Who Would 
bdicve that the^utftfon between faa wasooly 
oh a fa& of no tdipbrtance, which you would 
•U&ge people to believe without proving? And 
Wlio would dare to think that fo much ilir 
Wtts tbade through the whole Church for « 
aodiing) '^ pm i^/lr/io/' Father, m St. Bk«u 
fiAxi) fays? But this is the gnuid tirtifice in 
your ccodu&^to diakc it be th(Migbt that ttU is 
^ danger in aoa^^ which » about {uittiiii^ 

»n4 
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<tnd to give out to the great people who lifteii 
to you, that your di(pute$ are about the vnod 
pernicious errors of Calvin, and the moff 
important principles of faith ; to the end they 
may employ all dieir zeal and authority agaihll 
thofe whom you oppofe^as if the fafety of the 
catholic religion depended thereon ; whereas if 
they once (hould come to underftand that the 
only queftion is on this little point of faift, they 
would not be at all moved; on the contra-* 
ry they would greatly regret that they had 
made fuch great efforts to comply with your 
private paiTions in an affair of no confequeiicc 
to the Church. 

For fiippofe we take things in the worft 
light, and even if it (hould be true that J a n^ 
SEN I us did hold thefe propofitions, where 
would be the hurt if (bme people doubted 
whether he did fo, provided they deteft thefe 
tenets, as they do puhlidy ? Is it not enough 
that they are condenuied by all the world 
without exception, even in the very fenfe you 
are deiirous people (hould condemn them ? 
Could thecenfure be (bonger, if one allowed 
that Jansenius did hold them ? To what 
purpofe would it then be to exad this a&- 
knowledgment, unlefs to decry a Dodor and 
t BKhop who died la the communion of the 

Church? 
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Chorch? I do not find the benefit of this to be 
|b great that it (hquld be purqhafcd by fo muclj 
trouble. What intereft would arifo. to the 
State, the Pope, the Bifliops^thc Dpdlors, and 
the whole Church? It does not afFcdl them in 
any manner. Father, and it is your focicty 
4alone that would really, receive any plcafurc 
from this defamation of an author who ha9 
only committed ibme flight fault againfl yoa« 
Neverthelefs every thing is put in motion, be- 
caufe you give out that every thing is threat- 
ened. This is the fecret ipring that gives aC^ 
tlon to all thefe great movements, which 
would immediately ftop, fo foon as the true 
ilate of your difputes (hould be known. And 
for this reafon, as the peace of the Church 
depends on this clearing up of matters, it was 
.of the utmofl importance to undertake it, to 
the end that all your difguifes being difcover- 
ed, it might appear to the whole world that 
your accufations are without foundation, your 
adverfaries without error, and the Church 
.without Herefy. 

This, Father, was the good I had in view 
of procuring, which appears to me of fo great 
confequence to religion in general, that it is 
difficult for me to comprehend, how thofe to 
\ whom you have given fo much provocation to 
fpeak, can remain in filence. For though tho 
: ^ injuries 
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injuries which you do th^n, &cukl not al^ 
<bem, thofe which theCJhurah Bffm I thJnJk 
oertatnfy ou^t tooccafion them to comp^n: 
htfidcs I do not think ecdeiiaftical perfpas 
ihould abandon their peputation to calmnny; 
«Q>ecjally m matters of iakfa. J^everthele^ 
ihey let 3fou fay what you pleafe ; in^mudh 
^t if the opportunity had not happened, 
which by chance you have given me, peihapik 
nothing would have been oppofed to the fcan^ 
dalous imprefliqns yon propagate on all fides. 
Therefore dieir forbearance aflonifhes mc^ 
«od the cDore £> as I cannot 6ifpc& it can 
proceed from ftnaidity or want of ability, as 
f kfiow wiy imll they neither want trgunoento 
Xor their juftificttion, nor zc2)l for the truths 
J find Aeyertfadefs that they obftinatdy catr 
iy their leUgtous fileoce einen to an excei&« 
JFor my own part. Father, I do not think that 
I 0iaU be able to be fo fiicnt. Leave you thp 
'iQbvrdi isf. peace, and I will leave you ii> 
4frtth all my heart. But aa long as you aiabe 
it your bufinefs to foment war in tlieOwndbt, 
Jkit odt but that we (hall fiod out chitdren 
iflf poacc, fdbo will think thacnfieiMfi iobljgad 
vtoon^y their Dtmoft cflbrta lopcetoeitfa 



♦ P. S. 
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♦ R & to the dghth Letter* : 

I always fcwrgct to tell you that there are 
different editions of Escobar's works. If 
!you buy any buy thofe [K'inted at Lyons, in 
.which at the beginning there is a figure of 
z lamb upon a book fealed with feven feals ; 
pr clfe buy thofe of the Bruffds edition of 
1 65 i : as they are the laft publifhed they are 
better and larger than the preceding editions 
printed at Lyons m 1644 and 1646. 

I * P. S. to the nindi Letter. 

Since I wrote this letter I have feen fa- 
iherBAKRY'sbook, called, Paradise open 

BY A HUNDRSD DEVOTIONS EASILY 

Practised: and Either Binet's, called. 
The sign of predestination. Thefc 
pieces are worth looking into,. 

* P. S. to the eleventh Letter. 

' As I was finifliing this letter I faw a 

'Writing yott have publifhed, in which yea 

tuxufe me of an impofture relating to fix of 

your ntuu^s, and of holding intelligeoce 

with Heretics. I hope^ Fathers, you will 

foon 
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fooa ibe an ex^anfwertathis, aftetjehtck 
I itpagine you will have nQ inclinatipn fo tnjr 
more accufations of that nature. 



* P. S. to the feventeenth Letter^ . 

i In the coj^ printed at Ofnabrug Atf 

following paflage is added. 

Rev. Father, if you find any difficulty in 
reading this letter from it's being fb ill print- 
ed, you may thank yourfelf for it. I am. 
dcftitute of thofe privileges you enjoy. You 
have a licenie to encounter even with mira- 
cles, but I am not permitted to defend my- 
•felf. The prefs is perpetually harafled. — tti- 
der this difficulty you yourfelf would not ad- 
vife me to write^ to you any more : for it is 
too perplexing an affair to have to do only 
with the Ofnabrug impreflion. ^ 




FINIS. 
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